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Sermons on Magnifying the Status of Prayer

Author
Abdul-Karim ibn ‘Awad al-Sulami
In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate,
the Most Merciful
Introduction

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds,
and may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his
Companions. To proceed:

These are varied sermons on themes exalting the
status of prayer. There are twelve sermons,
corresponding to the months of the year, enabling
the mosque preacher to devote one sermon each
month to prayer on a new topic.

Due consideration was given, in preparing them,
to the comprehensiveness of meanings that foster
the magnification of the status of prayer and
striving to establish it. They were prepared in
accordance with a scholarly methodology for
cultivating values. Thus, each sermon comprises
information that addresses the intellect, sentiments
that affect the emotions and the heart, and it also
incorporates the practical and behavioral
dimension that the listener is required to
implement after hearing the sermon.




We deem that this methodology—by the grace of
Allah and His assistance—will have an effect on the
listeners and achieve the objectives of the sermon.

[ ask Allah Almighty to make it a treasure for me
on the Day I meet Him, and for everyone who
participated in and contributed to its revision or
printing,

or its translation, and all praise is due to Allah in
the beginning and in the end.

Abdul-Karim ibn ‘Awad al-Sulami

26/05/1442 A.H.

Makkah

Extolling and venerating

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge in
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger.
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}




[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al ‘Imran: 102]
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{O you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

Then, to proceed:

O servants of Allah! Our Lord—Glorified and
Exalted—has magnified this prayer, exalted its
standing, elevated its status, honored its people,
and granted them alone the privilege of addressing
Him in intimate supplication and drawing near to
Him.

Thus, He chose it from among all other acts of
worship as a reminder of Him.

{5 RasLall i)

{And establish prayer to remember Me.} [Surat
Ta-ha: 14] And He made it the soundest of the
pillars of His great religion and its straight pillar.
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"Islam was built on five pillars: testifying that there

is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah, establishing prayer, giving
Zakah, Hajj, and fasting Ramadan." [Agreed upon]:

Among its marks of honor with Allah Almighty is
that He ordained it in heaven during the Isra’ and
Mi‘raj, when He made His servant Muhammad (%)
travel by night and ascend to Him; He drew him
near, addressed him, elevated him, and bestowed
His favors upon him. And this obligation was His
gift to him

O sAA (A5 (Suad"
"Five, and it is fifty." [Agreed upon]: He has
executed His ordinance, and it has been lightened
for His servants.

Such is its greatness in the sight of Allah
Almighty that He ordained and enjoined it upon all
the Prophets and Messengers, and He said to Moses
(peace be upon him):

{5 RasLall i)

{and establish prayer to remember Me.} [Surat
Taha: 14]

And He says to Moses and Aaron (peace be upon
them): )

(5 slall Tyl 5 458 25 451 k3T )

1 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/11) and Muslim (1/45).
2 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/79), and Muslim (1/148).
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{Make your houses face the giblah direction, and
establish prayer.} [Surat Yunus: 87] And Allah
Almighty enjoined it upon Jesus (‘Isa) (peace be
upon him), and caused him to speak in the cradle as
a baby, saying:
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{and has enjoined upon me prayer and zakah as
long as [ am alive,} [Surat Maryam: 31] And Allah
made the supplication of His close Messenger
Abraham (peace be upon him)—for himself and his
children—to be for the establishment of the prayer,
and made it the loftiest of wishes in his heart:
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{My Lord, make me steadfast in prayer and
those of my offspring. Our Lord, accept my
supplication.} [Surat Ibrahim: 40] And Allah
Almighty honored His sacred city, Makkah, by
making the goal of residing therein the
establishment of prayer for Him:
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{Our Lord, I have settled some of my offspring in
a barren valley near Your Sacred House, our Lord,
so that they may establish prayer.} [Surat Ibrahim:
37] And He distinguished thereby His Prophet
Shu‘ayb (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him), to the extent that his people were amazed by
him:
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{They said, “O Shu‘ayb, does your prayer
command you that we should forsake what our
forefathers worshiped, or that we should give up
dealing with our wealth as we please? Indeed, you
are such a forbearing and right-minded man!”}
[Surat Hud: 87]

Moreover, Allah Almighty has rewarded His
servants who call to it and enjoin it with His good
pleasure toward them:
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{He used to command his people to pray and
give zakah, and his Lord was well pleased with
him.} [Surat Maryam: 55] So whoever commands
his people to pray and give Zakah, his Lord will be
well pleased with him.

Because of its honor, perfection, and greatness
with Allah Almighty, and because of its beauty and
His love for it, He wants His servants to perform it
completely, without deficiency; therefore, He
commanded that it be established, performed with
excellence, and maintained at its prescribed times
that He has appointed for it.
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{But establish regular prayer. Indeed, prayer is
prescribed for the believers at specific times.}
[Surat an-Nisa’: 103]




And He frequently commanded  its

establishment in His Noble Book
{u—"s)ﬂ 152851555830 T gl 55 skl ‘MU}

{And establish prayer, give zakah, and bow [to
Allah] with those who bow.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 43].

Prayer, O servants of Allah! In the sight of our
Lord, Allah Almighty, it has a lofty status and an
exalted and noble rank; it is a sign of Iman:
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{those who believe in the unseen, establish
prayer, and spend out of what We have provided for
them,} [Surat al-Baqarah: 3] And he named it Iman
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{Allah would never let your [acts of] faith go to
waste.} [Surat al-Bagarah: 143]

And He condemned whoever among His
servants slackened concerning it, stripped him of
the attribute of Iman, and reckoned him among the
hypocrites.
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{The hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is
He Who deceives them. Whenever they stand up for
prayer, they stand up reluctantly, only to be seen by
people, and they do not remember Allah but a
little,} [Surat an-Nisa’: 142]

Among the great significance of prayer with
Allah Almighty is that He has not exempted His
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servants from it under any circumstances; rather,
He loves that they pray to Him according to their
capacity and ability.
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{When you have finished the prayer, remember
Allah, standing, sitting, or lying down. But when you
are safe again, establish regular prayer. Indeed,
prayer is prescribed for the believers at specific
times.} [Surat an-Nisa: 103] And because the
enemy knows that prayer is the bond between the
servants and their Lord, his greatest concern is to
turn them away from it. Allah Almighty has
informed us in His Noble Book that prayer is what
the devil most wants to divert the servants of Allah
from, as Allah Almighty says:
éM}M\}fﬂ\@cw\ja}aﬂ\e&ucﬁyu\u@J\A.\);L,u\};
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{Satan only wants to create enmity and hatred
between you through intoxicants and gambling,
and to prevent you from remembering Allah and
from prayer. Will you not then abstain?} [Surat al-
Ma'idah: 91]

Among the manifestations of the great status of
prayer with Allah Almighty is that He has
guaranteed sustenance for whoever establishes the
prayer, calls his household to it, and remains
patient and steadfast upon that.
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{Enjoin your household to perform prayer and
adhere to it firmly. We ask no provision from you;
rather, it is We Who give you provision. And the
best outcome is for those who fear Allah.} [Surat Ta-
ha: 132].

Allah Almighty has informed in the Magnificent
Qur'an that prayer is a condition for granting
pardon to the combatant disbelievers if they repent
and establish prayer, as Allah Almighty says:
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{Then when the [four] sacred months are over,
kill the polytheists wherever you find them, seize
them, besiege them, and lie in wait for them on
every route. But if they repent, establish prayers
and give zakah, then set them free, for Allah is All-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 5] So
if the combatants repent, establish prayer, and give
Zakah, then set them free, for Allah is All-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.

Allah has honored those who safeguard it and
duly establish it with the manifest triumph and the
ultimate triumph.

(O uia 2gdlia L 2h Gl o sl Al 081 38)
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{The believers have attained true success, those
who humble themselves in their prayers} [Surat al-
Mu’'mintn: 1-2] And He removed from them fear
and grief and granted them security and happiness.
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{Those who believe, do righteous deeds,
establish prayer, and give zakah, will have their
reward with their Lord; and they will have no fear,
nor will they grieve.} [Surat al-Baqgarah: 277]

Verily, how great is prayer, how majestic, how
noble, and how honored it is with Allah Almighty!
For He has placed it in this position. He loves it and
loves its people—those who establish it, maintain
it, and call to it. Alas for those who are negligent
concerning it, and what a huge regret for those who
fall short in venerating it and who squander it!

May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers (¥). I say these words
and ask Allah's forgiveness for me and you of every
grave sin. Ask Him for forgiveness and turn to Him
in repentance—how successful indeed are those
who seek forgiveness!

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and the
best outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the
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True, the Manifest, and I bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.
He conveyed the message, fulfilled the trust,
sincerely advised the community, and strove in
Allah’s cause as was due to Him until certainty came
to him. O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings
upon him and upon his family and all his
Companions.

So fear Allah as He should be feared, for your
bodies cannot bear Hellfire. Cling to the firm
handhold of Islam, that you may succeed and
prosper in the Hereafter and in this world.

0 servants of Allah! Since prayer holds this rank
in the religion of Islam and enjoys this tremendous
status with our Exalted Lord, Glorified and Praised
be He, it must have priority in our lives. We must
magnify what Allah has magnified, for that is part of
perfecting the affirmation of His Oneness, exalting
Him, and believing in Him. We must enjoin one
another regarding this—each of us advising and
reminding the other. We should also review
together with our sons and daughters and our
spouses whatever strengthens the reverence of
prayer in our hearts—by memorizing whatever is
easy of the verses that indicate the exalted status of
prayer with our Lord, Allah Almighty, and reading
their exegesis; studying the Prophetic traditions on
prayer and its virtues; and promoting care and
attention to it. That strengthens its position in the
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hearts and brings one nearer to the Knower of the
unseen.

Indeed, among the finest ways in which time can
be spent is studying the knowledge related to
prayer—honoring it, and learning what aids in
establishing it, perfecting it, and attaining humble
submissiveness within it. Part of this is continual
reminders about it and its gravity, and about the
enormity of abandoning it, being lazy concerning it,
or neglecting it; for it is the greatest right of Allah
after affirming His Oneness, and it is a sign of the
truthfulness of faith in Him, Glorified and Exalted
be He. And among the sincere counsel of parents to
their children is that they raise them upon
magnifying the worth of prayer from early
childhood, and that they choose from the means
and methods what suit their circumstances, making
beloved to them the worship of their Lord and
drawing near to Him.

And now, invoke Allah's peace and blessings
upon the one whom Allah Almighty enjoins you to
invoke His peace and blessings upon; He Almighty
says: )
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
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believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his noble and
pure family, and upon his wives, the Mothers of the
Believers, and upon his radiant and blessed
Companions. And be pleased, O Allah, with the
Companions and the Tabi‘is and those who follow
them with righteousness, and be pleased with us
along with them by Your grace and generosity, O
Most Generous of those who show generosity.

O Allah, strengthen Islam and Muslims,
humiliate disbelief and disbelievers, reform the
conditions of all our Muslim brethren, guide the
rulers of the Muslims to act upon Your Book and
follow the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and forgive us
and our parents, our spouses and our offspring, and
all Muslims.

0 Allah, help us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You in the best manner. Our Lord, give us
in this world that which is good and in the Hereafter
that which is good, and protect us from the
punishment of the Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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{Indeed, Allah enjoins justice, excellence, and
giving to relatives, and forbids shameful acts,
wrongdoing, and transgression. He admonishes
you so that you may take heed. Fulfill the covenant
of Allah when you have made a covenant, and do
not break oaths after confirming them, for you have
made Allah a surety over you. Indeed, Allah knows
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 90-91]

The Last Behest of the Messenger of Allah
(%)
The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger.
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al ‘Imran: 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

To proceed:

0 servants of Allah! Indeed, just as the matter of
prayer is great in the sight of Allah Almighty, it is
great with the Messenger of Allah (¥8). There have
come from him (¥) regarding prayer—its
veneration, the clarification of its status, and what
it possesses of distinct characteristics, virtues,
merits, and fruits—many narrations and numerous
directives. They set forth its virtue and make
manifest its status, encourage maintaining it,
describe the state of those who establish it and
what Allah has prepared for them of good and
blessings in this world and in the Hereafter, and
explain the condition of those who are negligent
concerning it and what has been prepared for them
of a miserable livelihood in this world, along with
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what awaits them of a painful punishment in the
Hereafter.

Indeed, it is prayer, O servants of Allah: the
firmest pillar of the religion and its mainstay
without which it does not stand. Due to its
greatness, the Messenger of Allah (%) informed that
it is the last of the religion to be lost. It has been
reported in the Hadith of Abu Umamah (may Allah
be pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah
(%) said:
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“The knots of Islam will be undone one by one.
Whenever one knot is undone, people will hold on
to the one that follows it. The first of them to be
undone is the rule, and the last of them is the
prayer.” [Narrated by Ibn Hibban:; classified as
Sahih (authentic) by Al-Albani]

It is the last advice that the Messenger of Allah
(%) gave to his Ummah in his final moments, as he
was bidding farewell to this life. Anas ibn Malik
(may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The last
advice of the Messenger of Allah (%) while his chest
was gurgling with it, and his tongue could barely
utter it, was:
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1 Narrated by Ibn Hibban (15/111).
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“Prayer, prayer, and be mindful of Allah regarding
those whom your right hands possess.” [Narrated
by Ibn Hibban:; classified as Sahih (authentic) by Al-
Albani]

Indeed, the first thing the Messenger of Allah (¥)
did upon arriving in Madinah to lay the foundations
of the Islamic state was to exalt the status of the
prayer by constructing a mosque where the
Muslims would gather to perform the prayer.

The Prophet (¥) used to magnify the status of
the prayer in the hearts of his Companions by
teaching them its proper manner and training them
to establish it, as he once prayed on the pulpit so
that the Companions could see the manner of his
prayer, and he said:

"I only did this so that you can follow me in prayer
and to learn how I pray.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhari]-
From the Hadith of Sahl ibn Sa‘d as-Sa‘idi (may
Allah be pleased with him), and he (¥) said to Malik
ibn Al-Huwayrith (may Allah be pleased with hlm)

«51'4‘ PP IR | sbiag”
"Pray as you have seen me pray." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari]s.

1 Narrated by Ibn Hibban (14/571).
2 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2/9).
3 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (8/9).
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Among the gravest matters that the Prophet (¥)
informed us of concerning prayer is that
abandoning it is disbelief. He (¥) said:

sl 5 i A5 G JA N G O
"What stands between a man and Shirk and Kufr is
the abandonment of prayer.” [Narrated by Muslim:
from the Hadith of Jabir ibn Abdullah (may Allah be
pleased with both of them)].

And that it is a Guarantee for Paradise, the
Prophet (%) said:
iy Lgile (s uﬁjémeﬁe‘acijﬂuﬂwwu
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“There is no Muslim who performs ablution well
and then stands and prays two Rak‘ahs while
focused on them with his heart and his face, except
that Paradise will be guaranteed for him.”
[Narrated by Muslim: on the authority of ‘Ugbah ibn
‘Amir (may Allah be pleased with him)]

And that it is the dearest deed to Allah. For when
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ood (may Allah be pleased with
him) asked about the dearest of deeds to Allah, he
(¥) said:

"Prayer at its appointed time." [Agreed upon]s

! Narrated by Muslim (1/88).
2 Narrated by Muslim (1/209).
3 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/112) and Muslim (1/90).
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He informed that it is light, proof, and salvation
on the Day of Judgment for whoever observes it
regularly.
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"And whoever does not observe it regularly, he will
have no light, no argument in his favor, and no
salvation, and he will be on the Day of Judgment
with Qartn (Korah), Pharaoh, Haman, and "Ubayy
ibn Khalaf." [Narrated by Ahmad], graded as Sahih
(authentic) by Al-Arna’ut, from the Hadith of
Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (may Allah be pleased with him).

And so that the Companions (may Allah be
pleased with them) would increase in awareness of
the great status of prayer, the Prophet (¥) would
exhort them with what would be a means to that.

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Messenger of Allah (%) passed by
a grave and said: “Whose grave is this?” They said,
“So-and-so.” He said:
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"Two Rak‘ahs are more beloved to this one than the
rest of your world." [Narrated by At-Tabarani (11);
Al-Albani classified it as Sahih (authentic)]:

1 [Narrated by Ahmad (6/150) and classified as Sahth (authentic) by Al-
Arna’it]
2 Narrated by At-Tabarani in "Al-Mu‘jam Al-Awsat" (1/282).
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He would sometimes address them with matters
drawn from their own environment and familiar to
them, as is evident from his statement (¥):
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"Your Lord wonders at a shepherd who calls to
prayer at the peak of a mountain, and offers prayer.
Allah Almighty says: 'Look at this servant of Mine;
he calls to prayer and offers it, fearing Me. So, I
forgave My servant and admitted him to Paradise."
[Narrated by Abu Dawud:, and Al-Albani classified
it as Sahih (authentic), on the authority of ‘Ugbah
ibn ‘Amir (may Allah be pleased with him)].

The Prophet (¥) informed us about the matter of
the reckoning in the Hereafter, and that the first
thing we will be held accountable for of our deeds
is our prayer; thus, the soundness of deeds and
their corruption follow the soundness of the prayer
and its corruption. Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of
Allah (%) said:
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"The first thing a servant will be held accountable
for is his prayer. If it is sound, the rest of his deeds
will be sound; and if his prayer is corrupt, the rest

! Narrated by Abu Dawid (2/4).
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of his deeds will be corrupt." [Narrated by At-
Tabarani;; Al-Albani classified it as Sahih
(authentic)] In another version, Abu Hurayrah
(may Allah be pleased with him) reported:
il 5 eadl 5 A Calin A sl Ml 4 Ll L O &y
VIR
"Indeed, the first thing for which a person will be
held accountable is his prayer. If it is sound, he will
succeed and prosper; and if it is defective, he will
fail and lose." [Narrated by An-Nasa’iz; classified as
Sahih (authentic) by Al-Albani]

Thus, one of the aspects of the greatness of
prayer, O servants of Allah, is that we reflect upon
the reckoning in the Hereafter; indeed, the first
thing from our deeds for which we will be called to
account on the Day of Resurrection is prayer, and
the acceptance of prayer is a cause for the
acceptance of all deeds, both the small and the
great.

O servants of Allah! Prayer filled the life of the
Messenger of Allah (¥); his life was in constant
connection with his Lord, exalted is He, in
remembrance, gratitude, glorification, and seeking
forgiveness. Among the first revealed was His
saying, exalted is He:

(L ) G 8 (a5l iy

! Narrated by At-Tabarani in "Al-Mu‘jam Al-Awsat" (2/240)
2 Narrated by An-Nasa'i (1/232).
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{0 you the enwrapped one,

Stand up in prayer at night except a little,} [Surat
al-Muzzammil: 1-2] Thus, the total number of his
Rak‘ahs in every day and night reached forty
Rak‘ahs: the five obligatory prayers together with
the Sunnah Rawatib and Qiyam al-Layl. Prayer was
ever-present in his military expeditions (¥); he
would resort to it and seek help through it.
Whenever a matter distressed him, he would pray
().

Prayer is the practical training of the principles
of Islam upon which the Companions (may Allah be
pleased with them) were nurtured directly from
the Messenger of Allah ().

Among the manifestations of the greatness of the
prayer is nurturing children upon it from early
childhood. The Prophet (%) ordered fathers and
mothers to teach their children prayer when they
are seven years old, as reported in the Hadith of
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with
both of them), who said: The Messenger of Allah (%)
said:
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“Command your children to offer the prayer when
they are seven years old, and beat them for (not
offering) it when they are ten, and separate them in
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beds.” [Narrated by Abu Dawud:; graded hasan by
al-Albani]

Consider how the Messenger of Allah (%)
magnified this great rite about nurturing the
younger generation to hold prayer in high esteem,
and that fathers and mothers are commanded and
directed to order their children and teach them to
pray once they reach this age.

Due to its greatness, prayer is enjoined even
upon the one who forgets and the one who sleeps;
they are commanded to make up the prayer, and
this underscores its importance. Anas ibn Malik
(may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the
Prophet (¥) said:
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“Whoever forgets a prayer should perform it when
he remembers it, and there is no expiation for it
except that.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (16)]: In
another narration:
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“Whoever forgets a prayer or sleeps through it its
expiation is to perform it once he remembers it.”
[Narrated by Muslim (17)]s This indicates the great
status of prayer, as it never ceases to be due upon
an accountable person.

! Narrated by Abu Dawud (1/ 133).
2 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/123).
3 Narrated by Muslim (1/ 477).
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May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers (¥). [ say what you
hear, and I ask Allah's forgiveness for me, you, and
all Muslims. So, what a triumph for those who seek
forgiveness.

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and the
good outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the
True, the Manifest. And I bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is His servant and Messenger,
who conveyed the message, fulfilled the trust,
advised the Ummah, and strove in the cause of Allah
until certainty (death) came to him.

0 Allah, send Your peace and blessings upon him,
and upon his family and all his Companions. So, fear
Allah as He should be feared, for indeed your bodies
cannot bear Hellfire, and cling to the firm handhold
of Islam, so that you may attain success and
prosperity in the Hereafter and in this world.

0 believers, one of the things that increases our
love and reverence for this great rite is to realize
that enjoying in Paradise the bliss of seeing the Face
of our Lord, the Most Generous—Exalted and
Glorified be He—is attained by maintaining our
prayers. It is reported in the Hadith of Jarir ibn
‘Abdullah al-Bujali (may Allah be pleased with him)
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that he said: We were in the presence of the Prophet
(%), and he looked at the moon on the night of the
full moon (the 14th night of the lunar month) and
said:
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“Indeed, you w1ll see your Lord just as you see this
moon, without any difficulty in seeing Him. So, if
you could avoid missing a prayer before sunrise
and before sunset, then do so.” Then, he recited:
{And glorify your Lord with praise before sunrise
and before sunset.}” [Surah Qaf: 39]. [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (18)].:

Indeed, among the guidance of our beloved
Messenger of Allah (¥)—and he held the prayer in
the highest esteem—was that he used to be at the
service of his family. Still, when the time for prayer
came, he would go out to the prayer, as ‘A’ishah
(may Allah be pleased with her) related. Reported
by Al-Bukhariz.

Indeed, hastening to the prayer upon hearing the
Adhan is a sign of the great significance of this rite
and an indication of love for it and strong
attachment to it. This is in accordance with the

1 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/115).
2 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (8/14).
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guidance of our noble Prophet (¥). Allah Almighty
says

éuﬂmﬂ

{And hasten towards forgiveness from your
Lord and a Paradise as wide as the heavens and
earth, prepared for the righteous,} [Surat Al ‘Imran:
133] Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with
him) said regarding the meaning of the verse: And
hasten to join the imam at the Takbirat al-lhram
(opening Takbir):.

There is no doubt that whoever hastens to the
opening Takbir (Takbirat al-Thram) hastens to good
deeds and races to acts of obedience throughout his
life, for prayer is the head of acts of obedience and
the foremost of the means of drawing close to Allah.

Now, invoke Allah's peace and blessings upon
the one whom Allah Almighty enjoins you to invoke
His peace and blessmgs upon, saying: )
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon

our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his noble and

1 Tafsir Al-Qurtubi (4/203).
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pure family, and upon his wives, the Mothers of the
believers, and upon his radiant and blessed
Companions. And be pleased, O Allah, with the
Companions and the Tabi‘is and those who follow
them with righteousness, and be pleased with us
along with them by Your grace and generosity, O
Most Generous of the generous.

O Allah, grant honor to Islam and Muslims, and
humiliate disbelief and disbelievers, and reform the
affairs of all our Muslim brothers, and guide the
rulers of Muslims to act upon Your Book and follow
the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and forgive us and our
parents, their spouses, our offspring, and all
Muslims.

O Allah, aid us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You in a due manner. Our Lord, give us in
this world that which is good and in the Hereafter
that which is good, and protect us from the
punishment of the Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving
relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
evil deeds, and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed,
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{Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 90-91].

Conditions of Prayer

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. [
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger
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{O you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al-‘Imran: 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

To proceed:

Let it be known, O believers, that Allah Almighty
has commanded the establishment of prayer,
praised those who establish it, and promised them
abundant reward and safety from punishment. The
meaning of establishing the prayer is to perform it
as Allah has commanded, fulfilling its conditions,
pillars, and obligations, together with whatever is
possible of its Sunnah acts. This necessitates and
underscores the need for us to learn its rulings, to
know what is prescribed therein, and what impairs
it or diminishes it.

O servants of Allah, among the most important
duties upon us is to learn about the conditions of
the validity of prayer; for if any of these conditions
is not fulfilled without a valid Shar‘i excuse, the
prayer is rendered invalid, because the validity of
what is conditioned is contingent upon the
fulfillment of its condition.

The conditions of prayer are nine: Islam, sanity,
discernment, ritual purity from hadath (ritual
impurity), removal of impurity, covering the
‘Awrah, the commencement of the prescribed time
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of prayer, facing the Qiblah (direction of the
Ka‘bah), and the intention.

I[slam is a condition for the validity of every act
of worship, for the disbeliever’s deeds are invalid
and no act of worship will be accepted from him.
Whoever’s mind is absent due to insanity, fainting,
sleep, or intoxication, no prayer is valid from him in
that state. As for the non-discerning child, that is,
one under seven, he is not commanded to pray, and
his prayer would not be valid were he to perform it.

As for the discerning child, he is required to
observe prayer, and his voluntary prayer is valid, as
the Prophet (%) said:
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“Command your children to offer the prayer when
they are seven years old, and beat them for (not
offering) it when they are ten, and separate them in
beds.” [Narrated by Abu Dawud]: [Graded hasan by
al-Albani]

Among the conditions for the validity of prayer
is Taharah (ritual purity): this is done by
performing Wudu’ (ablution) for minor ritual
impurity and Ghusl (ritual bath) for major ritual
impurity, using pure water. Whoever does not find
water, or finds it but is unable to use it due to illness
or the like, should perform Tayammum (dry

! Narrated by Abu Dawud (1/133).
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ablution) with earth by striking his hands upon the
ground, or upon something that has pure dust, and
then wiping his face and palms with them. Allah
Almighty says:
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{0 you who believe, when you rise up for prayer,
wash your faces, and your hands up to the elbows;
wipe over your heads; and wash your feet up to the
ankles. If you are in a state of major impurity,
cleanse yourselves [by taking a bath]. But if you are
ill, on a journey, or have relieved yourselves, or
have had sexual contact with women and find no
water, then purify yourselves with clean earth, and
wipe your faces and hands therewith.} [Surat al-
Ma’idah: 6]

Among the conditions of the validity of prayer
are: removing impurity from the body, the clothes,
and the place where the prayer is offered; Allah
Almighty says:

Eoakd i)
{and purify your garments,} [Surat al-
Muzzammil: 4]

Among the conditions of the prayer’s validity is
concealing the ‘Awrah (the must-cover body parts).
The ‘Awrah is that which is shameful and improper
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to expose, and its limits are from the navel to the
knee. Allah Almighty says:
fanlean (R e 551508 20l )

{O children of Adam, dress well for every
prayer.} [Surat al-Araf: 31] Allah Almighty
commanded that the ‘Awrah (private parts) be
covered at every prayer, and He called that an
adornment. Hence, He commanded adorning
oneself with clothing for prayer, and that is in
addition to covering the ‘Awrah.

It is befitting for the Muslim to wear his best and
most beautiful clothes for the prayer, for he will be
standing therein before Allah Almighty. It is also
recommended that he observe cleanliness in his
clothing and his body, in prayer and otherwise. As
for the free woman, all of her (body) is ‘Awrah (the
must-cover body parts) in the prayer except her
face; it is permissible for her to reveal it during the
prayer. The garment with which she covers the
‘Awrah must be ample and long, covering her entire
body, and it must be opaque so that the color of the
skin is not seen through it, and it must not be tight
so as to delineate the contours of her body. The
prayer is not valid except with the complete
covering of the ‘Awrah according to one’s ability.

Among the conditions of the validity of prayer
are: The commencement of the prayer's time. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Indeed, prayer is prescribed for the believers at
specific times.} [Surat an-Nisa: 103] i.e. the
prayers are obligatory at fixed times and are not
valid outside them. Whoever prays before the time
has commenced, his prayer is not valid; likewise, it
is impermissible to delay the prayer beyond its
prescribed time without a Shariah-approved
excuse. Hence, Allah prescribed the Adhan as an
announcement of the commencement of the
prayer’s time.

The time for Zhuhr prayer begins when the sun
passes its zenith; the time for the ‘Asr prayer begins
when the shadow of an object becomes equal to its
height; the time for Maghrib prayer begins after
sunset; the time for the ‘Isha’ prayer begins with the
disappearance of the red twilight; and the time for
Fajr prayer begins at true dawn.

These are clear signs recognized by both the
layperson and the learned. Muslims must adhere to
them and be diligent in performing the prayer in
the mosques. The prayer of all Muslims together in
the mosques is a guarantee for preserving its
performance at its appointed times, and this is
among the greatest benefits of prayer in
congregation.
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Among the conditions of prayer is facing the
Qiblah, which is the honorable Ka‘bah. Allah
Almighty said:
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{We will surely make you turn towards a prayer
direction that will please you. So turn your face
towards the Sacred Mosque [in Makkah], and
wherever you are, turn your faces towards it.}
[Surat al-Bagarah: 144] As for the one who sees the
Ka‘bah, he must face the Ka‘bah itself with his entire
body. Whoever is near to it but cannot see it due to
a barrier between him and it should strive to face it
as accurately as he can. And whoever is far from it
in any part of the earth faces its direction. This is
from the ease that Allah has granted to this Ummah.
Allah Almighty says:
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{Wherever you are, turn your faces towards it.}
[Surat al-Baqarah: 144] i.e., wherever you are—on
land, at sea, or in the air—face, in prayer, the
direction of the Ka‘bah; a slight deviation is not
harmful.

Among the conditions of the validity of prayer is
Niyyah (intention), which is the resolve and
determination to perform the act of worship
seeking closeness to Allah Almighty. It is a
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condition for the validity of all acts of worship. The
Prophet (%) said:
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“Verily, deeds are judged according to intentions,
and everyone will only have what he intended.”
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari]. Intention lies in the
heart.

May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers (¥). [ say what you
hear, and I ask Allah's forgiveness for me, you, and
all Muslims. What a triumph for those who seek
forgiveness.

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and the
good outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the
True, the Manifest, and I bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is His servant and Messenger,
who conveyed the message, fulfilled the trust,
advised the Ummah, and strove in Allah's cause
until certainty came to him.

May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him, his
family, and his Companions, all of them. So, fear
Allah as He should be feared, for your bodies cannot
bear Hellfire, and cling to the firm handhold of

! Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/6).
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Islam, so that you may succeed and prosper in the
Hereafter and in this world.

To proceed:

Indeed, the conditions of prayer carry profound
indications and meanings that the worshiper
should know, so that he may gain further
knowledge of prayer and establish it in the most
complete manner. This is realized by recognizing
that these conditions were prescribed due to the
great significance and status of prayer, and that the
stipulation of nine conditions for this act of worship
points to its position and honor. Whoever Allah
grants success to perform prayer has thereby
attained that great honor.

Thus, guidance to Islam is not granted to
everyone, for most people in every age are non-
Muslims.
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{If you obey most of those on earth, they will
lead you away from the way of Allah.} [Surat al-
An‘am: 116]
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{But most people will not believe, no matter
how eager you may be.} [Surat Yisuf: 103] A person
enters Islam by pronouncing the two testimonies:
“I bear witness that there is no god but Allah, and I
bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah.” The prayer is not valid without this
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testimony; thus, whoever has not testified to the
testimony of truth is not permitted to pray, for he is
not prepared for it. As for sanity: it is the basis of
legal responsibility, and the one who prays stands
in a position of intimate supplication with Allah.
Thus, no one may be permitted to stand in that
position unless he possesses sound intellect.
Likewise, the young child who has not reached the
age of discernment, for the prayer requires
awareness and understanding of its words and
actions, and a child who has not reached
discernment does not comprehend that.

As for ritual purity: because prayer is a presence
and an intimate supplication to Allah, it is not valid
for one who is not in a state of ritual purity, nor for
one whose garment or body bears Najasah
(tangible impurity), to come to it. Likewise, the
requirement of proper attire and covering the
‘Awrah (parts of the body that must be covered), for
appearing before the dignitaries is not fitting with
any clothing. As for fixing the times of the
obligatory prayers: there are great wisdoms in that,
known to the All-Wise, the All-Knowing. And in
facing the Qiblah (direction of the Ka‘bah), there is
concordance—by the heart toward intimate
supplication to Allah, and by the body toward His
venerated House, where guidance, sanctity, and
majesty are found. As for the requirement of the
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intention: the intention is the sign of truthfulness in
worship, and it is proof of the heart’s direction,
presence, and resolve for worship.

O servants of Allah, indeed, comprehending the
purposes behind stipulating these conditions is
among the purposes of prayer itself; and awareness
of them, studying and reviewing them, and training
upon them are matters that every Muslim needs.
The teacher needs this with his students, the father
with his children, and the Imam of the mosque with
his congregation. Indeed, knowledge of the prayer,
its conditions, and its rulings has a great effect on
establishing the prayer and performing it in the
manner that our Lord, Blessed and Exalted, wills.

Now, invoke Allah’s peace and blessings upon
him whom Allah Almighty enjoins you to invoke His
peace and blessings upon. He Almighty says:
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, his noble and pure family,
his wives, the Mothers of the believers, and upon
his illustrious and blessed Companions. And be
pleased, our Lord, with the Companions and the
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Tabi‘is, and those who follow them with
righteousness; and be pleased with us along with
them by Your grace and generosity, O Most
Generous of the generous.

O Allah, strengthen Islam and Muslims,
humiliate disbelief and disbelievers, reform the
conditions of all our Muslim brethren, and guide the
rulers of the Muslims to act upon Your Book and
follow the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and forgive us
and our parents, their spouses, our offspring, and
all Muslims.

0 Allah, help us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You as due. Our Lord, give us in this world
that which is good and in the Hereafter that which
is good and protect us from the punishment of the
Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving
relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed,

Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 90-91]

40



The Journey of Beauty: Wudu’ (Ablution)
and Taharah (ritual purity)

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al ‘Imran: 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
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Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

To proceed:

Ablution occupies a high status in Islam, for it
constitutes half of Iman, as in Sahih Muslim,
wherein the Prophet (%) said: “Purification is half
of Iman.”: Ablution is an act of worship and a pious
deed. The matter is not merely about washing body
parts and removing filth; it is higher and more
sublime than that. Ablution eliminates sins,
expiates misdeeds, elevates ranks, and leads to
entering Paradise.

Wudi’ (ablution): it is Wada’ah—brightness,
cleanliness, and beauty. Thus, wudt’ is cleanliness,
purity, beauty, and prettiness. It is a purification of
the body from filth and grime, and a purification of
hearts from sins, acts of disobedience, and offenses.
And Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, loves those who
purify themselves:
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{Allah loves those who frequently repent and He
loves those who purify themselves.} [Surat al-
Baqarah: 222]

Allah Almighty ordained it in His Noble Book and
clarified to His servants its obligatory acts, as a
mercy to them and to elucidate the importance of

! Narrated by Muslim (1/203).
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this act of worship. For ablution is the key to the
prayer and prayer is the key to Paradise. May Allah
make us and you among its people.

Allah Almighty says:
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{0 you who believe, when you rise up for prayer,
wash your faces, and your hands up to the elbows;
wipe over your heads; and wash your feet up to the
ankles. If you are in a state of major impurity,
cleanse yourselves [by taking a bath]. But if you are
ill, on a journey, or have relieved yourselves, or
have had sexual contact with women and find no
water, then purify yourselves with clean earth, and
wipe your faces and hands therewith. Allah does
not want to impose hardship on you, rather He
wants to purify you and complete His favor upon
you, so that you may be grateful.} [Surat al-Ma’idah:
6]

In the Prophetic Sunnah there are virtues,
etiquettes, and rulings of ablution—for instruction,
encouragement, and clarification. Among them is:
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Messenger of Allah (¥) said:
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"When a Muslim—or a bellever—performs
ablution, and he washes his face, every sin he has
committed with his eyes is washed away with
water—or with the last drop of water; when he
washes his hands, every sin he has committed with
his hands is washed away with water—or with the
last drop of water; and when he washes his feet,
every sin his feet walked towards is washed away
with water—or with the last drop of water—until
he comes out cleansed of sins." [Narrated by
Muslim]:

By virtue of ablution, the gates of Paradise are
opened; so how great is the success of the one who,
when he performs ablution and perfects his
ablution, proclaims the two testimonies of faith,
and asks Allah to make him among those who
frequently purify themselves. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab
(may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (%) said:
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"If anyone performs ablution properly and then
says, 'l bear witness that there is no god but Allah,

! Narrated by Muslim (1/215).
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alone, with no partner, and I bear witness that
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger; O Allah,
make me among those who frequently repent and
make me among those who frequently purify
themselves,' the eight gates of Paradise will be
opened for him, and he may enter from whichever
of them he wishes." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhis;
classified as Sahih (authentic) by Al-Albani]
Repentance is renewed with every ablution.
‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (3) said:
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"Whoever performs ablution perfectly, his sins will
leave his body until they come out from under his
fingernails." [Narrated by Muslim]: He (may Allah
be pleased with him) also reported that the
Messenger of Allah (ﬁ*?) said:
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"There is no Muslim person who, when an
obligatory prayer becomes due, perfects its
ablution, humility, and bowing except that it
becomes an expiation for the sins that preceded it,

! Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi (1/78).
2 Narrated by Muslim (1/216).
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as long as he has not committed a major sin; and
this applies at all times." [Narrated by Muslim]:

Persistent performance of ablution is one of the
traits of perfection for the believers. No one has the
patience to assume it but them. The Prophet (¥)
said:
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"Keep to the straight path, which you will not be
able to do, and know that the best of your deeds is
prayer and none maintains ablution but a believer."
[Narrated by Imam Ahmadz; classified by Al-Albani
as Sahih (Authentic)]

May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the verses and
the message contained therein. I say these words
and ask Allah's forgiveness for me, you, and all
Muslims for every sin. Ask Him for forgiveness, for
He is the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and the
good outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the
True, the Manifest, and I bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is Allah’s servant and His
Messenger, who conveyed the message, fulfilled the

! Narrated by Muslim (1/206).
2 Narrated by Ahmad (37/110).
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trust, advised the Ummabh, and strove for Allah truly
until certainty (death) came to him.

0 Allah, send Your peace and blessings upon him,
his family, and all his companions. So, fear Allah as
He should be feared, for your bodies cannot bear
Hellfire; and cling to the firm handhold of Islam, so
that you may succeed and prosper in the Hereafter
and in this world.

To proceed:

O Muslims, the manner of complete Wudd’
(ablution) is as follows: to intend purification as an
act of worship to Allah Almighty, then says:
Bismillah (in the Name of Allah), and washes his
two hands three times; then he rinses his mouth
three times and sniffs water into the nose three
times; then he washes his face three times; then he
washes his hands along with the elbows three times
each, beginning with the right then the left; then he
wipes over his head once, wetting his hands and
passing them from the front of his head to his nape
and then returning them to the front; then he wipes
his ears, inserting his forefingers into their orifices
and wiping their outer parts with his thumbs; then
he washes his feet along with the ankles three times
each, beginning with the right then the left; then he
says thereafter:
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"I bear witness that there is no god but Allah alone,

with no partner, and [ bear witness that
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. O Allah,
make me among those who constantly repent and
make me among those who purify themselves."

And among the matters that must be
emphasized, O servants of Allah, is that fathers and
mothers must devote care to teaching their
children the ablution in its correct manner while
teaching them the prayer from an early age, and
they should not leave that to others, for they are
more entitled to teach and train them. Since
ablution accompanies them throughout their lives,
it is imperative that great attention and profound
care be devoted to it, for it is the key to the prayer,
and the prayer is the key to Paradise. May Allah
make us and you among its people.

Now, invoke Allah's peace and blessings upon
the one whom Allah Almighty has commanded you
to invoke His peace and blessings upon; He
Almighty says:
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]
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O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his pure family,
his wives—the Mothers of the Believers, and his
illustrious and blessed Companions. And be
pleased, O Allah, with the Companions and the
Tabiis and those who follow them with
righteousness; and be pleased with us along with
them by Your grace and generosity, O Most
Generous of the generous.

O Allah, grant honor to Islam and Muslims,
humiliate disbelief and disbelievers, reform the
affairs of all our Muslim brethren, and guide the
rulers of the Muslims to act upon Your Book and to
follow the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and forgive us
and our parents, their spouses, our offspring, and
all Muslims.

O Allah, aid us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You as due. Our Lord, give us in this world
that which is good and in the Hereafter that which
is good, and protect us from the punishment of the
Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving

relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
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evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed,

Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 90-91]

As you have seen me pray

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger.
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al ‘Imran: 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

To proceed:

O servants of Allah! Prayer, linguistically, means
supplication. Allah Almighty says:

(3 5 B e ) Tlle (ay)

{And pray for them. Your prayer is a source of
comfort for them.} [Surat at-Tawbah: 103] In the
technical sense, it is worshiping Allah by specific
words and acts; it starts with Takbir (saying: Allahu
Akbar, i.e., Allah is the Greatest) and ends with
Taslim (the salutation of peace that ends the
prayer). Prayer has been prescribed with a precise,
clear description: the Trustworthy of heaven, Jibril
(peace be upon him), descended with its
description to the Trustworthy of earth,
Muhammad (¥), following the Night Journey and
Ascension (al-Isra’ and al-Mi‘raj), when the five
daily prayers were enjoined. He (¥) said:
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"Jibril (Gabriel) led me in prayer at the House (the
Ka‘bah) twice." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhis;
classified as Sahih (authentic) by Al-Albani] So the
Prophet (¥) followed Jibreel in prayer in his
standing, bowing in Ruki’, prostration, sitting, and
concluding salutation. Then the Prophet (¥) taught
the Companions this manner of prayer and
commanded them to pray as they had seen him
pray. It is reported in the Hadith of Malik ibn al-
Huwayrith (may Allah be pleased with him): We
came to the Messenger of Allah (%) when we were
young and of about the same age. We stayed with
him for twenty nights. The Messenger of Allah (%)
was gentle; so, when he thought that we had grown
desirous of our families—or that we had longed for
them—he asked us about those whom we had left
behind, and we told him. He said:
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“Go back to your families and stay w1th them.
Teach them (religion) and command them (to
adhere to it)—and he mentioned things which I
remember or do not remember—and pray as you
have seen me pray. When prayer becomes due, let

1 Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi (1/279) on the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas
(may Allah be pleased with him and his father).
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one of you call the Adhan, and let the oldest among
you lead you in prayer.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhari]-.
As part of the Prophet’s (¥) care to teach his
Companions the proper manner of the prayer, he
taught them while he was on the pulpit, as reported
by Sahl ibn Sa‘d al-Sa‘idi (may Allah be pleased with
him), who said:
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The Messenger of Allah (¥) sent to a woman,
saying: “Tell your carpenter slave to make me
something of wood that [ can speak to the people
from.” So he made these three steps. Then the
Messenger of Allah (¥) commanded that it be set
up, and it was placed here. It is made from Tamarisk
wood from Al-Ghabah. I indeed saw the Messenger
of Allah (¥) stand on it and say the Takbir, and the
people said the Takbir behind him while he was on
the Pulpit. Then he rose and came down backward
until he prostrated at the base of the Pulpit, then he
went back, until he finished the rest of his prayer.
Then he turned to the people and said: “O people, I

1 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/129).
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only did this so that you can follow me in prayer and
learn my prayer.” [Agreed upon]: This is all because
the proper approach to teaching prayer is by
imitation and training.

The Prophet’s noble Companions began to
transmit this manner in which they had seen the
Messenger of Allah (¥) perform the prayer to the
Tabi‘is, and the Tabi‘is transmitted it to those who
came after them until it reached us.

Among those who meticulously conveyed the
description of the prayer of the Messenger of Allah
(¥) was Abu Humayd as-Sa‘idi (may Allah be
pleased with him), who said:
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I saw the Messenger of Allah (¥), when he made
Takbir, he raised his hands to the level of his
shoulders. When he bowed, he placed his hands
firmly on his knees, then he bent his back. When he
raised his head, he straightened until every
vertebra returned to its place. When he prostrated,
he placed his hands without spreading or clasping
them and directed the tips of his toes towards the

1 [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2/9) and Muslim (1/386)]
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Qiblah. When he sat after two Rak‘ahs, he sat on his
left leg and kept the right one erect. In the final
sitting, he brought forward his left leg, kept the
other erect, and sat on his buttocks. [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari]-.

Reports have been mass-transmitted from the
Companions (may Allah be pleased with them)
clarifying what the Prophet (%) used to say and do
in his prayer; thus, the Ummah received the
complete manner of his prayer—its sayings, deeds,
and postures.

Imam ‘Abdul-‘Aziz ibn Baz (may Allah have
mercy on him) said: The prayer of the Prophet (%)
is the most balanced and the most perfect of
prayers. He said: "Pray as you have seen me pray."
He used to perform a prayer characterized by
tranquility, stillness, and submissive devotion.

He begins it with Takbir, raising his hands and
saying: “Allah is the Greatest.” Then, before the
recitation, he says the opening supplication. Most
often he opens with the words: “O Allah, distance
me from my sins as You have distanced the east
from the west. O Allah, purify me from my sins as a
white garment is purified from filth. O Allah, wash
me from my sins with water, snow, and hail.” It is
reported like this in the two Sahih collections, in the
Hadith of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with

1 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/165).

55



him), that he asked him about his brief silence after
the Takbir, and he said that he would say this
supplication—in the obligatory prayers and
likewise in the supererogatory ones. If he opens
with the other wording: “Glory be to You, O Allah,
and praise; Blessed is Your name; Exalted is Your
greatness; and there is no god but You,” that is
good; all of it is good.

Then he says: “I seek refuge with Allah from the
accursed Satan. In the Name of Allah, the Most
Compassionate, the Most Merciful.” Then he recites
Surat al-Fatihah; he recites it in a measured and
tranquil manner, giving each letter its due. When he
says:

¢ oliall V)

{or of those who went astray.} [Surat al-Fatihah:
7] He says “Amin” aloud in the audible prayers—
such as Maghrib, ‘Isha’, Fajr, and the Friday
prayer—and silently in the inaudible ones. He then
recites what he can from the Qur’an. He would
lengthen the Fajr prayer, reciting from the long
Surahs of the Mufassal, and he would sometimes
recite sixty to one hundred verses in the two
Rak‘ahs. He would sometimes perform it with Surat
Qaf and the like—such as Surat at-Tur and Surat
adh-Dhariyat—in Fajr, and he would sometimes
perform it with
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{The believers have attained true success:}
[Surat al-Mu'miniin: 1] in the two Rak‘ahs.

In the Maghrib prayer, at times he would recite
from the long Surahs; he recited Surat At-Tur in
Maghrib, and he sometimes recited Sirat al-A‘raf in
both Rak‘ahs, and he recited Sturat Al-Mursalat in
Maghrib. Most of the time, however, he would recite
from the short ones—the short Surahs of the
Mufassal—such as Surat Az-Zalzalah, Sturat Al-
‘Adiyat, Surat Al-Infitar, Surat At-Tariq, and Surat
Ash-Shams. Therefore, the believer should do as the
Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) did: at times lengthen the recitation and at
times recite the short Sturahs in the Maghrib prayer.

In ‘Isha’, Zhuhr, and ‘Asr, one recites from the
medium Mufassal—such as: “Lam yakun” (al-
Bayyinah), “By the sky with constellations” (al-
Burij), “When the sun is folded up” (al-Takwir),
and “He frowned and turned away” (‘Abasa)—and
the like in ‘Isha’.

In Zhuhr and in ‘Asr, with the Zhuhr being
slightly longer than the ‘Asr; this is his Sunnah ().

While bowing, he remains tranquil and does not
hasten. He says: "Subhana rabbiy-al-‘azhim" (Glory
be to my Lord, the Magnificent) five times, or seven
times; and during bowing he may add: "Subhanaka
Allahumma Rabbana wa bihamdika, Allahumm-
ighfir 1i," (Glory be to You, O Allah, our Lord, and by
Your praise, O Allah, forgive me) and "Subbiihun
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Quddusun Rabb-ul-malad’ikati war-ruh." (Glorified,
Holy, Lord of the angels and the Spirit) He places his
hands on his knees, keeping his head level with his
back, upright and at ease. Then he raises his head
saying: "Sami‘a Allahu liman hamidah' (Allah hears
the one who praises Him) if he is the Imam or
praying alone; but if he is a follower, he rises saying:
"Our Lord, and to You is all praise" or "O Allah, our
Lord, to You is all praise." He then completes: "O
Allah, our Lord, to You is all praise,” then he
continues: "A praise that is abundant, pure, and
blessed, filling the heavens, and filling the earth,
and filling what is between them, and filling
whatever You will of anything after that." And
sometimes, peace and blessings be upon him,
would add after this: (O Lord, You are worthy of all
praise and glory, the most truthful thing a servant
can say, and we are all Your servants. O Allah, none
can withhold what You have given, and none can
give what You have withheld, and the might of the
mighty cannot benefit him against You.) That is, he
lengthens this pillar, standing straight and tranquil.

vThen he prostrates and maintains balance in
prostration on his seven body parts: the tips of both
feet, the two knees, the two palms, and his face—
placing his forehead along with his nose on the
ground. He keeps balanced by raising his abdomen
away from his thighs, keeping his arms away from
his sides, and lifting his forearms off the ground
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while supporting himself on his palms. He remains
tranquil and says: “Subhana Rabbi al-A‘la” (Glory be
to my Lord, the Most High), repeating it five, seven,
or ten times; and he says: “Allahumma ighfir I
dhanbi kullahu, digqahu wa jillahu, awwalahu wa
akhirahu, ‘alaniyataht wa sirrahu” (O Allah, forgive
all my sins—its minor and its major, its first and its
last, its public and its private); and: “Allahumma ya
Mugqalliba al-qulub, thabbit qalbl ‘ala dinik” (O
Allah, O Turner of the hearts, keep my heart firm
upon Your religion). The Prophet used to supplicate
in prostration and say:
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“As for bowing, glorify the Lord therein, and as for
prostration, strive hard in supplication, for it is
more deserving that it be answered for you—i.e,,
your supplication.” [Narrated by Muslim]: Meaning:
it is likely that you will be answered. Moreover, the
Prophet (3) would say:
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"The nearest a slave to his Lord is while he is
prostrating, so increase supplication." [Narrated by
Muslim]-
Thus, the Sunnah is to remain tranquil in Sujuad
(prostration) and to make abundant supplication

! Narrated by Muslim (1/348).
2 Narrated by Muslim (1/350).
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while saying: “Subhana rabbiyal-A‘1a” (Glory be to
my Lord, the Most High) — three times, or five, or
seven; and in Ruki‘ (bowing): “Subhana rabbiy-al-
‘Azhim” (Glory be to my Lord, the Majestic), along
with supplication, and by saying: “Subhanaka
Allahumma Rabbana wa bihamdika, Allahumm-
ighfir I1” (Glory be to You, O Allah Our Lord, and
praise. O Allah, forgive me), “Subbuhun Quddisun
Rabb-ul-mald’ikati war-rih” (Most Glorious, Most
Holy, Lord of the angels and of the Spirit), and
“Subhana dhi al-jabaruti wal-malakuti wal-kibriya'i
wal-‘azamah” (Glory be to the Possessor of might,
dominion, majesty, and greatness), without
hastening.

Then one sits between the two prostrations,
remains tranquil and still, not hasty, and says: “My
Lord, forgive me; my Lord, forgive me; my Lord,
forgive me. O Allah, forgive me, have mercy on me,
guide me, mend my shortcomings, provide for me,
grant me well-being, and elevate me.” Between the
two prostrations, he is to be at ease; he sits on his
left foot, spreading it and sitting on it, and sets the
right foot erect, if he is able. Then he performs the
second prostration like the first, being tranquil
therein, and he says therein as he said in the first.
Such is the prayer of the Prophet (¥).

At the end of it, after the two rak‘ahs, he sits for
Tashahhud and reads: “Greetings are due to Allah
and prayers and good things. May the peace, mercy,
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and blessings of Allah be upon you, O Prophet.
Peace be upon us and upon the righteous slaves of
Allah. I bear witness that there is no true god but
Allah, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His
slave and Messenger.”

Then he rises for the third Rak‘ah. If he invokes
Allah’s peace and blessings upon the Prophet (%),
that is better. The Prophet (%) would sometimes
stand up right away, and sometimes invoke Allah’s
peace and blessings upon the Prophet (%) and then
rise for the third. Then, in the third, he recites only
Al-Fatihah. This is as narrated by Abu Qatadah al-
Ansar1 (may Allah be pleased with him) from the
Prophet (¥): that he would recite Al-Fatihah in the
third and fourth Rak‘ahs of Zhuhr and ‘Asr;
likewise, in the third of Maghrib and the third and
fourth of ‘Isha’, he recites Al-Fatihah. If he recites, in
the third and fourth of Zhuhr, something beyond Al-
Fatihah on some occasions, there is no harm.

Then he sits after the third Rak‘ah of Maghrib,
after the fourth of Zhuhr, ‘Asr, and ‘Isha’, and after
the second of Fajr. He recites Tashahhud and
invokes Allah’s peace and blessings upon the
Prophet (%), and says: O Allah, I seek refuge with
You from the punishment of the Hellfire, the
punishment of the grave, the trials of life and death,
and the trial of the Anti-Christ. He should also make
abundant supplication, saying frequently: “O Allah,
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I have wronged myself greatly, and none forgives
sins but You; so forgive me with a forgiveness from
You and have mercy on me; indeed, You are the All-
Forgiving, the Most Merciful.” “O Allah, help me to
remember You, give thanks to You, and worship
You in the best manner.” “O Allah, I seek refuge with
You from miserliness; I seek refuge with You from
cowardice; I seek refuge with You from being
returned to the feeblest age; and I seek refuge with
You from the trials of this world and from the
punishment of the grave.” If he supplicates with
other than that, then praise be to Allah; he should
supplicate with whatever is easy. He may also say:
“0 Allah, forgive my past and future sins, my hidden
and apparent sins, my transgression, and the sins
that You know of more than I do. You are the One
Who puts forward and the One Who holds back.
There is no god but You.” The Prophet (%) said:
Then he should supplicate, and then choose from
supplication what he likes most. This is among his
supplications (%) in the final Tashahhud before he
makes Taslim: “O Allah, I seek refuge with You from
the punishment of the Hellfire, the punishment of
the grave, the trials of life and death, and the trial of
the Anti-Christ.” After that, he should strive in
supplication with whatever is easy.

Then he makes Taslim twice: “Peace be upon you
and the mercy of Allah” to his right, and “Peace be
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upon you and the mercy of Allah” to his left. This
completes the prayer; it is opened with Takbir and
concluded with Taslim.

Hence, it is incumbent upon every believing man
and woman to observe this and to pray in the exact
manner the Prophet (¥) prayed, for he said: “Pray
as you have seen me pray.” O Allah, send Your peace
and blessings upon him.

May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers (¥). I say what you
hear, and I ask Allah's forgiveness for me, you, and
the Muslims—so what a triumph for those who
seek forgiveness!

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and the
good outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the
Truth, the Manifest, and [ bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is the servant of Allah and His
Messenger. He conveyed the message, fulfilled the
trust, gave sincere advice to the Ummah, and
conducted Jihad in the cause of Allah until the end
of his life.

May Allah send His peace and blessings upon
him and upon his family and all his Companions. So,
fear Allah as He should be feared, for your bodies
cannot bear Hellfire. And cling to the firm handhold
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of Islam, so that you may succeed and prosper in the
Hereafter and in this world.

To proceed:

O servants of Allah, indeed, perfecting the
manner of prayer that is authentically reported
from the Messenger of Allah (¥) and being keen to
adhere to it is of great importance. For the properly
established prayer—the prayer we are commanded
to perform—is the prayer whose manner is correct
in its pillars, obligations, and utterances. And the
effect of prayer upon the worshiper and the
attainment of all its fruits are realized only in a
prayer wherein he follows the guidance of the
Messenger of Allah (%) in his prayer. So whoever
desires the guidance of prayer, its enabling grace,
its light, its bliss, and its effect in his life, let him
perfect his prayer and refine its manner, and strive
that it be in full conformity with the manner of the
prayer of the Messenger of Allah ().

It is incumbent on the Muslim to be keen on
perfecting the correct manner of performing prayer
by learning it and reviewing it from time to time.
What must be emphasized, O servants of Allah, is
teaching sons and daughters the correct manner of
prayer from their early years so that they grow up
observing it properly, and one should not suffice
with what they learn in their schools, for parental
instruction has a great and lasting impact on their
lives. Therefore, the Prophetic guidance came from
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the Prophet (3) to fathers and mothers to teach
their children prayer and order them to perform it
from an early age, from the age of seven.
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“Command your children to offer the prayer when
they are seven years old, and beat them for (not
offering) it when they are ten, and separate them in
beds.” [Narrated by Abu Dawud]: and graded as
hasan (sound) by al-Albani]

Now, invoke Allah's peace and blessings upon
the one upon whom Allah commanded you to
invoke His peace and blessmgs He Almlghty says:
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

0 Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his noble and
pure family, and upon his wives, the Mothers of the
Believers, and upon his illustrious and blessed
Companions. And be pleased, O Allah, with the
Companions and the Tabi‘is and those who follow
them with righteousness, and be pleased with us

! Narrated by Abu Dawid, 1/133.
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along with them by Your bounty and generosity, O
the Most Generous of those who are generous.

O Allah, grant honor to Islam and Muslims,
humiliate disbelief and disbelievers, reform the
conditions of all our Muslim brethren, guide the
rulers of the Muslims to act upon Your Book and to
follow the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and forgive us
and our parents, and their spouses, our offspring,
and all Muslims.

O Allah, aid us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You as due. Our Lord, give us in this world
what is good and in the Hereafter what is good, and
protect us from the punishment of the Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving
relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed,

Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 90-91]
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Rest assured!

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{O you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al ‘Imran: 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
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Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

To proceed:

O servants of Allah! How greatly are we in need
of reassurance in this life? How often does each of
us strive, morning and evening, to live happy,
tranquil, and with peace of mind, even as we live in
an age of rapidly unfolding events and successive
changes? Indeed, the soul’s reassurance, its
serenity, and its ease are great objectives upon
which all people agree.

Did it not cross our minds, O servants of Allah,
that tranquility and comfort, and moments of
happiness, are very near to us and not beyond
reach? Rather, we are in continual companionship
with them; we only need to reassess our priorities
and hold ourselves—we, the believers—to account
in our daily actions, in the hours of our days and
nights, and in how we spend them, and how that
relates to comfort and tranquility.

Let us ask ourselves this question: Has the age of
haste affected our lives? Everything is fast—
transportation, devices, work, even food. Has the
impact of the contemporary civilizational and
technological acceleration reached all our daily
affairs—even the acts of worship?!

Why do we hasten and rush in all our affairs,
striving in everything to catch what comes next—
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even in our prayers? No sooner does the worshiper
stand before his Lord than he hastens to bowing,
then hastens to rising, then rushes to prostration,
as though something were driving us headlong into
this haste. [s there anything more important than
our prayer and our intimate supplication to our
Almighty Lord? Is there anything greater than this
great honor in which we stand?

What is our state regarding tranquility in our
prayer? We know that whoever achieves
tranquility in his prayer has performed it well, and
whoever does not achieve tranquility has done
poorly therein. And he who does poorly in his
prayer—what then will he do well? And whoever
does not achieve tranquility in his prayer, in what
state will he ever achieve tranquility?

O servants of Allah! A believer spends each day
approximately two hours in performing the five
prayers—Fajr, Zhuhr, ‘Asr, Maghrib, and ‘Isha’—
together with their Sunnah prayers before and after
them, as well as Duha (forenoon), Qiyam al-Layl
(midnight) and Witr prayers. During this time
devoted to prayer, he leaves everything and sets
aside all else to turn wholly to Allah Almighty,
directing his face toward Allah—magnifying Him,
declaring His greatness, glorifying Him, privately
entreating Him, and seeking His forgiveness—
supplicating for peace, safety, and tranquility for
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himself and for the righteous servants of Allah. In
such states, serenity becomes manifest.

Tranquility in prayer is not a burdensome task;
it is easy to perform. Tranquility in prayer is:
stability and stillness when performing the actions
of prayer—by giving each pillar its due share of
sufficient time, avoiding haste in moving on to the
next pillar, and reflecting upon the utterances of
that pillar with deliberation and tranquility.

Dear noble brother! Here is the Hadith that
relates the story of the man who came to the
Messenger of Allah (¥), prayed but did not perfect
his prayer and was not at ease in its pillars—so
much so that scholars named this Hadith “The
Hadith of the one who did not pray well.” So look—
may Allah protect you—at what the Messenger of
Allah (¥) said to him and how he taught him: On the
authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased
with him):

e alud ¢ laad (o Jasd aasd) Jao ol g agle ) s 4l sy o
e MUl A S (Jiad a2 el adde dll e )
o 18 oy e il (Lo ) e b ol 5 (oo LS Ly
(gialad o e Gyl Lo ally iy (53015 8 (53 (I Al B (Jcd
G.;Qs)\ cu\)ﬂ\wd:m)umbn\)ﬂ\ PREEY: M\L;\MM» s
@)\ 'c\huu@@;m\ﬁ‘m\ﬁdmkfxacﬁj .$las‘JuJALIJ

«L@JS&JJ/LA‘;JJ@\} cuhuuh@;
The Messenger of Allah (%) entered the mosque,
and then a man came in and prayed. He greeted the
Prophet (¥), who responded and said: “Go back and
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pray, for you have not prayed.” He went back and
prayed as he had prayed, then he came and greeted
the Prophet (¥). He said: “Go back and pray, for you
have not prayed,” three times. Then he said: “By the
One Who sent you with the truth, I cannot do better
than that. So teach me.” He said: “When you stand
to pray, say Takbir (Allahu Akbar), then recite
whatever you can of the Qur’an; then bow until you
are at ease in bowing; then rise until you are
standing up straight; then prostrate until you are at
ease in prostration; and then sit up until you are at
ease in sitting. Do that throughout your prayer.”
[Agreed upon]:

The Messenger of Allah () commanded him to
go back and pray three times because he had not
observed tranquility in his prayer. Whoever fails to
actualize tranquility in his prayer has not prayed.
From this Hadith, the scholars deduced that
tranquility in all the actions of prayer is one of its
pillars.

O servants of Allah! Indeed, the moments of
prayer are the most precious moments of life, the
most pleasing, the sweetest, and the most delightful
for the believer. The minutes we spend from our
lifetimes in our prayers—standing, bowing,
prostrating, and sitting—are moments that no

! Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/152) and Muslim (1/298).
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other minutes spent in the pursuits of life can equal
in greatness, sanctity, majesty, and beauty.

Thus, if we contemplate our daily actions, we will
find that the dearest of them to our hearts, and the
most beneficial to us in our lives and our Hereafter,
is our prayer. Do not our prayers—being the
dearest deed to our hearts—deserve that we
observe tranquility in its pillars, obligations, and
recommended acts, and that we grant it sufficient
time for reflection and deliberation?

[s it not comfort? Is it not the delight of our eyes?

Does the worshiper not find in his prayer
intimacy with Allah Almighty, tranquility by means
of His remembrance, and yearning to meet Him?

May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers (3£). [ say what you
hear, and I ask Allah's forgiveness for me, you, and
all Muslims. And what a triumph for those who seek
forgiveness!

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and the
best outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the
True, the Manifest, and I bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is Allah’s servant and His
Messenger. He conveyed the message and fulfilled
the trust, gave sincere advice to the Ummah, and
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conducted Jihad in the cause of Allah till the end of
his life.

0 Allah, send Your peace and blessings upon him,
his family, and all his Companions. So, fear Allah as
He should be feared, for your bodies cannot bear
Hellfire. And cling to the firm handhold of Islam,
and you will succeed and prosper in the Hereafter
and in this world.

To proceed:

So I call upon you, my brothers, from this
moment, seeking the help of Allah, that we will
review the matter of tranquility in our prayers,
remembering that tranquility in life—and the
happiness within it—depends upon our tranquility
in our prayers; for whoever is tranquil in his prayer
is tranquil in his life.

"Tuma’ninah" (tranquility/peacefulness) in
prayer leads the believer to a state of contentment,
comfort through the remembrance of Allah,
readiness for the Hereafter, and maintaining the
awareness of Allah’s companionship at all times.
And when the heart finds familiarity through the
remembrance of Allah, finds tranquility thereby,
and places its trust in Him, he has attained
satisfaction and tasted the savor of happiness and
the sweetness of faith.

This daily repetition of the prayers—along with
practical training in attaining tranquility within
them, performing them with excellence, finding
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solace in intimate supplication to Allah Almighty
therein, and abundant Dhikr of Him—will surely
manifest its effect on the life of the one who prays,
in all aspects of his life: tranquility, happiness, and
comfort.

And among what will aid you in maintaining
tranquility in prayer—after seeking the help of
Allah and continually supplicating Him, dear
brother—is adherence to the following practical
steps:

First: Concentrate on the pillar you are
performing, setting aside the one that follows until
you reach it. Thus, if you are bowing, devote
yourself to bowing and do not think of rising until
you complete the Dhikr of bowing, for allowing the
thought of rising to enter your mind while you are
bowing leads to haste and a lack of tranquility. The
same applies to the rest of the pillars.

Second: Pondering the meanings of what you say
in that pillar, and understanding the intended aims
of the remembrance that you repeatedly utter with
your tongue.

Third: Be keen to follow the Sunnah by
perfecting the prescribed form of the pillar you are
performing, remembering the words of the Prophet
(2):
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"Pray as you have seen me pray." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari]:

Fourth: Alternate among the Adhkar you recite
in each pillar of the prayer, for variation in the
utterances of the prayer helps with concentration
and attentiveness of the heart, whereby tranquility
is attained.

Fifth: Remember that Allah Almighty sees you,
hears you, and knows your condition.
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{Who sees you when you stand up [for prayer],
and your movement among those who prostrate.
Indeed, He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.}
[Surat ash-Shu‘ara’: 218-220] He who knows that
Allah sees his actions and hears his words in his
standing, bowing, prostration, and sitting ought to
be tranquil and perfect his prayer.

[ ask Allah Almighty to bless us and you with the
tranquility of prayer, the sweetness of faith, and the
bliss of this world and the Hereafter.

Now, invoke Allah's peace and blessings upon
the one upon whom Allah commanded you to
invoke His peace and blessings, as He Almighty
says

@4&

1 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/129).
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, upon his noble and pure
family, upon his wives, the Mothers of the Believers,
and upon his illustrious and blessed Companions.
And be pleased, O Allah, with the Companions, their
followers and those who follow them with
righteousness; and be pleased with us along with
them by Your grace and generosity, O Most
Generous of the generous.

O Allah, grant honor to Islam and Muslims, and
humiliate disbelief and disbelievers. Reform the
conditions of all our Muslim brethren, and guide the
leaders of the Muslims to act by Your Book and
follow the Sunnah of Your Prophet. Forgive us and
our parents, their spouses, our offspring, and all
Muslims.

O Allah, aid us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You as due. Our Lord, give us in this world
that which is good and in the Hereafter that which
is good and protect us from the punishment of the
Fire.

O servants of Allah!
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving
relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed,

Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 90-91]

Prayer of the Hearts and the Limbs

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger.
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al ‘Imran: 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

To proceed:

The ultimate purpose behind creating the jinn
and mankind is to worship Allah, Lord of the
worlds. Allah Almighty says: {And I did not create
the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.} [Surat
adh-Dhariyat: 56] And worship is the perfection of
love and submission to the All-Knower of the
unseen, Glorified and Exalted be He. Since these
meanings of love, submission, and humility are
matters of the heart—inner acts of worship that are
not manifest on the limbs, but rather sentiments
that reside in the heart of the Muslim—and since
they are the objective of outward acts of worship,
then, O servants of Allah, it is necessary that there
be special care for the prayer of the hearts along
with the prayer of the limbs, and attention to what
the heart ought to uphold while the limbs are

78



engaged in worship and devotion to Allah Almighty.
For the heart is the locus of the gaze of the Lord,
Glorious and Most High. The Messenger of Allah (%)
said:
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"Indeed, Allah does not look at your appearances
and wealth, but He looks at your hearts and deeds."
[Narrated by Muslim]: This depends on the proper
understanding of the essence of worship.

In essence, prayer comprises three categories,
without which its completeness cannot be attained:

First: The acts of prayer, such as standing,
bowing, prostration, and sitting.

Second: The words of prayer, such as recitation,
Takbir, Tasbih, praise, and supplication.

Third: The meanings of these words and actions
of prayer that the worshiper ought to be mindful of
while performing this great act of worship.

The path to knowing these meanings and to
experiencing these heartfelt sentiments is: sound
knowledge and sound practice—sound knowledge
of the meanings of the words and the implications
of actions.

Its correct performance should be in accordance
with the Sunnah of the Prophet (¥), who said:
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! Narrated by Muslim (4/1987).
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"And pray as you have seen me pray.” [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari]-.

When the worshiper stands for his prayer, he is
mindful of the greatness of this standing—that it is
a standing to supplicate to his Creator and Master.
What assists him in this standing is remembering
that he is facing the Qiblah—the Ka‘bah, the House
of Allah, Blessed and Exalted—where there is
guidance, security, and safety.
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{The first House [of worship] established for
mankind was the one at Bakkah [i.e.,, Makkah], full
of blessings and guidance for the worlds.} [Surat Al
‘Imran: 96] Then he enters into the sanctity of the
prayer with the Takbir of Ihram, pronouncing the
Takbir with his tongue, saying: “Allahu Akbar”
(Allah is the Greatest), and with his state, as he
raises his hands in magnification and reverence,
and in submission to his Lord, Glorified and
Exalted—realizing that he stands before the Most
Great, Who is Greater than all things, and that all
else is lesser. At times, he opens his prayer with
further magnification, glorification, and declaration
of transcendence, saying: “Glory be to You, O Allah,
and praise be to You; blessed is Your name; Exalted
is Your greatness; there is no god but You.” At other
times, with supplication, repentance, and seeking

1 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/129).
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forgiveness, he says: “O Allah, distance me from my
sins as You have distanced the East and the West. O
Allah, purify me from my sins and offenses as a
white garment is purified from filth. O Allah, wash
me of my sins with water, snow, and hail,” and other
opening invocations.

Then he seeks refuge in Allah from Satan, his
foremost enemy, who wants to spoil his prayer with
his whisperings and evil distractions, and he says
from his heart: “I seek refuge with Allah from the
accursed Satan.” At that very moment, he realizes
its meaning: that he is resorting to and seeking
protection in his Lord Almighty from this accursed
enemy. Thereafter, he recites Al-Fatihah, seeking
help by saying: “In the Name of Allah, the Most
Compassionate, the Most Merciful,” and he senses
in his heart that he is engaging in a private
conversation with Allah. Private conversation is a
hidden conversation between the two. So when you
are in your prayer, you are in a discourse between
you and Allah that none of creation knows. You say,
praising your Lord Almighty for His favors upon
you in your present, your past, and your future: “All
praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds.” You
sense that Allah Almighty answers you from above
His heavens, saying: “My slave has praised Me.”
Allah is the Greatest! What a tremendous honor we
attain through our prayers, O servants of Allah.
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Indeed, prayer is an honor not granted to everyone
among mankind.

Then you extol your Lord with the attribute of
mercy, saying, {The Most Compassionate, the Most
Merciful}, and you sense Allah’s response to you:
“My servant has extolled Me.” Then you glorify Him
by saying, {Master of the Day of Judgment}, saying
it mindful of the Day of Judgment—the Day of
recompense and reckoning, the Day when people
are judged for their deeds—whereupon Allah
responds to you: “My servant has glorified Me.”

After this praise, commendation, and extollment,
your heart draws near to your Lord until it is as
though you behold Him addressing you. You then
say, proclaiming the perfection of love, the
perfection of sincere devotion, and the perfection of
Tawhid: {You alone we worship and You alone we
ask for help}. Then comes the response: "This is
between Me and My servant, and for My servant is
what he asks." Thus, you attain this special
distinction between you and your Lord alone; none
of creation stands between you and your Lord,
Exalted be He. He is the One Who knows the
truthfulness of your worship and your seeking
help; He is the One Who knows what you desire;
and He is the One Who knows of your standing
before Him at that very moment.

Then, after this nearness, comes the greatest
supplication, the most important supplication, the
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grandest supplication: it is the supplication for
guidance, the request for success, the request for
divine company and help—asking that Allah guide
you in your life, that He place you upon the straight
path, upon the upright way, the path that leads you
to the pleasure of Allah Almighty. Itis success in life.
And you, my brother who prays, should remember
Allah’s mercy toward you, His generosity and His
kindness to you, that He has placed you in this
position every day seventeen times to seek His
guidance and to ask Him for success. How Generous
Allah is, how Great Allah is, and how Merciful He is
to us.

Then you further affirm this path upon which
you wish to be, and you say, “the Path of those You
have blessed—not those You are displeased with,
or those who are astray.” For this path you desire is
a single path, a clear path, a distinct path. It is the
path of the blessed and those granted success, the
path of the saved, the successful, the path of the
prophets and the truthful, the path of the martyrs
and the righteous. These are the ones with whom
you wish to be—among their ranks and in their
company—and you do not wish to be with others,
those who have earned Allah’s anger and whom He
has led astray from the straight way.

Itlsthepath
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{Those who obey Allah and the Messenger will
be with those whom Allah has blessed: the
prophets, the people of Truth, the martyrs, and the
righteous. What excellent companions they are!

That grace is from Allah, and sufficient is Allah
as Knower.} [Surat an-Nisa’: 69-70]

Then, say: "Amin" to this request and
supplication, which means: O Allah, answer my
supplication and guide me to Your straight path.

After that, he recites whatever is easy from the
Qur'an—reciting with reflection upon the Speech of
his Lord while standing before Him. How
magnificent that recitation is, and how beautiful
that reading is, when the one praying recites the
Words of his Lord while standing before Him,
knowing that his Lord sees him—for He is the All-
Seeing, Glorified be He, and hears him—for He is
the All-Hearing whose hearing encompasses all
voices despite the differences of their languages.

After the recitation, you move by making Takbir,
raising your hands and saying: “Allahu Akbar”
(Allah is the Greatest), while remembering that you
stand before al-Kabir (the Most Great). Then you
make Ruku‘ (bowing) in magnification of the Most
Great, saying: “Subhana rabbiy-al-‘azhim” (Glory be
to my Lord, the Most Magnificent), recalling the
Lordship of the Most Magnificent, Exalted is He. You
bow to Him, declaring Him free of every deficiency
and affirming for Him every perfection, majesty,
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and beauty, and you repeat that Tasbih while
sensing the greatness of your Lord, Glorified and
Exalted is He.

Then raise your head saying: “Sami‘a Allahu
liman hamidah.” (Allah hears the one who praises
Him), consciously sensing Allah’s hearing of you
and His response to your praise and extolling,
acknowledging that all praise belongs to Him and
imploring for the full acceptance of this praise:
“Allahumma rabbana laka al-hamd.” (O Allah, our
Lord, to You is the praise). Then, out of love for Him,
further extol Him as you stand upright, saying:
“Hamdan kathiran tayyiban mubarakan fth mil’a as-
sama’i wa mil’a al-ardi wa mil’a ma baynahuma wa
mil’a ma shi’ta min shay’in ba‘d, ahlu ath-thana’i
wal-majd, ahagqu ma qal al-‘abd wa kulluna laka
‘abd, la mani‘a lima a‘tayta wa la mu‘tiya lima
mana‘ta wa la yanfa‘u dhal-jaddi minka al-jadd.”
(Praise that is abundant, good, and blessed, that fills
the heavens and the earth, that fills what exists
between them, and that fills anything You desire
afterward. O Worthy of praise and glory, that is the
most truthful thing to be said by a slave and we all
are slaves to You. None can withhold what You give,
and none can give what You withhold, and the
greatness of the great will be of no avail to them
against You).

After this standing for private discourse,
magnifying Him with Ruku’, and offering praise and
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laudation in the standing that follows, you increase
in love for Him; then you prostrate, placing all
sevens parts of your body upon the ground,
glorifying Him and declaring Him transcendent,
and sensing your nearness to Him.
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{Who sees you when you stand up [for prayer],

and your movements among those who
prostrate,

Indeed, He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.}
[Surat ash-Shu‘ara’: 218-220] You repeat your
glorification of Him: “Subhana rabbi al-A‘la” (Glory
be to my Lord, the Most High), “Subhana rabbi al-
A'la,” and you supplicate Him and ask Him for your
needs in this world and the Hereafter.

The moments of prostration are moments of
nearness to Allah; there is no state that Allah
Almighty loves to see His worshiper in more than
this.
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{Prostrate and draw near [to Allah].} [Surat al-
‘Alag: 19] In the state of prostration, the heart is
very close to Allah, Glorified and Exalted be He. It is
surely the nearest state.
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"The nearest a slave to his Lord is while he is
prostrating, so increase supplication.” [Narrated by
Muslim]: In another version by him also:
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“As for prostration, make supplication diligently in
it, for it is worthy to be accepted.” [Narrated by
Muslim]-
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{When My slaves ask you concerning Me, | am
indeed near. I respond to the call of the supplicant
when he calls upon Me; so they should respond to
Me and believe in Me, so that they may be guided.}
[Surat al-Bagarah: 186]

May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers (¥). I say what you
hear, and I ask Allah's forgiveness for me, you, and
the Muslims. So, how great the success of those who
seek forgiveness is!

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and the
good outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the
True, the Manifest, and I bear witness that our

! Narrated by Muslim (1/350).
2 Narrated by Muslim (1/348).
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Prophet Muhammad is the servant of Allah and His
Messenger. He conveyed the message, fulfilled the
trust, gave sincere advice to the Ummah, and
conducted Jihad in the cause of Allah till the end of
his life.

May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him, his
family, and his Companions. So, fear Allah as He
should be feared, for your bodies cannot bear the
Hellfire. And cling to the firm handhold of Islam so
that you may succeed and prosper in the Hereafter
and in this world.

To proceed:

Along this great journey, which we began with
the opening Takbir, then the opening supplication,
seeking refuge, the Basmalah, and private
communication with Allah by reciting Al-Fatihah,
and reciting some verses of the Qur’an; then
magnifying Him with Ruki’, and extolling Allah and
praising Him after rising from Ruku‘ (bowing); then
experiencing that great nearness in Sujud
(prostration)—we have reached the sitting
between the two prostrations.

The sitting between the two prostrations—O
servants of Allah—is a pillar of the prayer,
requiring complete tranquility in it as with the
other pillars, and its posture is that of asking and
entreaty. Anas (may Allah be pleased with him)
described the Prophet’s (¥) sitting between the
two prostrations: “He would sit between the two
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prostrations until we would say, ‘He has forgotten.”

Narrated by Muslim: Sitting between the two

prostrations is for seeking forgiveness, and by

forgiveness needs are fulfilled, distresses are

relieved, ranks are raised, and through it

sustenance and good things are attained.
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{l said, ‘Seek forgiveness from your Lord.
Indeed, He is Most Forgiving.

He will shower you with abundant rain from the
sky,

and He will give you wealth and children, and
bestow upon you gardens and rivers.} [Surat Niih:
10-12]

And in the sitting between the two prostrations,
the worshiper asks along with forgiveness, mercy,
sustenance, well-being, guidance, the mending of
deficiencies, and elevation; and these are the
requirements of happiness and success.

If Allah forgives you, has mercy on you, guides
you, grants you well-being, provides for you,
compensates for your shortcomings, and raises you
in rank, then what remains?! It is Prayer, O servants
of Allah! It is your connection with your Lord, the
One Who brings happiness to your life, and in His
Hand lies your triumph and success.

! Narrated by Muslim (1/344).
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After the worshiper completes the two Rak‘ahs,
he sits for the Tashahhud and the At-Tahiyyat. The
sitting of the Tashahhud—O servants of Allah—is
one in which the heart alights upon lofty stations
and ascends through degrees of elevation and
sublimity to noble and exalted ranks. The
worshiper reaches in it the point of offering
greetings to Allah, saying: “At-tahiyyatu lillahi wa
as-salawatu wa at-tayyibat,” (All greetings, prayers,
and good things belong to Allah), and his heart
increases in magnification and reverence of Allah.
Then he sends salutations upon the Messenger of
Allah, saying: “As-Salamu ‘alayka ayyuha an-
Nabiyyu wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh,” (Peace be
upon you, O Prophet, and the mercy of Allah and His
blessings), and his love for the Messenger of Allah
grows. Then he sends salutations upon himself—
feeling tranquility fill his heart and soul—and upon
the righteous servants of Allah, and he feels love for
as-salihin,” (Peace be upon us and upon the
righteous servants of Allah). Thereafter, he
proclaims the everlasting testimony  of
monotheism, saying: “Ash-hadu an la ilaha illa
Allah, wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa
rasuluh” (I bear witness that there is no true deity
but Allah, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His
servant and Messenger). In the last Tashahhud,
increased love for the Messenger of Allah (¥) is
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proclaimed; thus he invokes the peace and
blessings of Allah upon him with As-Salat al-
Ibrahimiyyah (Abrahamic supplication), wherein
the worshiper asks Allah Almighty to bestow His
praise upon His Prophet in the Higher Assembly,
and that mercy and blessing be sent down upon
him, upon his Ummabh, and upon his mission and
call. How beautiful is this heartfelt feeling that the
worshiper experiences, as he supplicates for the
Messenger of Allah and for the entire Ummah in
every prayer he performs. Such is the prayer when
the heart is present, not absent or distracted.

The worshiper concludes his prayer through
seeking refuge and turning to his Lord Almighty
from trials—those which are apparent and those
which are hidden. He thus seeks refuge from the
punishment of Hell, which is the torment therein;
from the punishment of the grave, which is the
torment of the Barzakh (the intermediate life);
from the trial of life, namely the trials of the worldly
life with its desires and doubts; from the trial of
death, namely what befalls the servant at the
moments of his demise; and from the trial of al-
Masth ad-Dajjal (the Antichrst). Then he
supplicates his Lord Almighty for whatever he
wishes of the good of this world and the Hereafter.
And he exits his prayer with Taslim, which is a
supplication from the worshiper for his fellow
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worshipers to his right and to his left, and a
salutation upon the noble angels.

This is the prayer of the hearts and the limbs—O0
servants of Allah—. It behooves us to learn it and
teach it to our sons and daughters and our families,
for indeed prayer is not merely actions and words
of the limbs; rather, it is inner meanings of the heart
that must be established in the heart of the
worshiper, and thereby comes acceptance. He (%)
said:
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"Verily, one may offer a prayer, and nothing good
is written for him thereof but a tenth of his prayer,
or a ninth, or an eighth, or a seventh, or a sixth, or a
fifth, or a fourth, or a third, or a half of it." [Narrated
by Ahmad: (43); classified by Al-Albani as Sahih
(Authentic)]

Now, invoke Allah's peace and blessings upon
the one whom Allah Almighty enjoins you to invoke
His peace and blessmgs upon; He Almlghty says:
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

! Narrated by Ahmad (31/189).
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O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, upon his pure family,
upon his wives, the Mothers of the Believers, and
upon his radiant and blessed Companions. And be
pleased, our Lord, with the Companions and their
successors and those who follow them with
righteousness, and be pleased, our Lord, with us
along with them, by Your grace and generosity, O
the Most Generous of those who are generous.

O Allah, grant honor to Islam and Muslims, put
disbelief and disbelievers in humiliation, reform
the conditions of all our Muslim brethren, and guide
the rulers of the Muslims to act upon Your Book and
follow the Sunnah of Your Prophet. Forgive us and
our parents, our spouses and our offspring, and all
Muslims.

O Allah, aid us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You as due. Our Lord, give us in this world
that which is good and in the Hereafter that which
is good, and protect us from the punishment of the
Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving

relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
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evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you so that
you may take heed.

Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 91]

Khushiu' (Humbleness/Humility) and

Kkhudu‘ (Submissiveness)

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner. And I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger.
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{O you who believe, fear Allah as He should be

feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}
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[Surat Al Imrén 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

To proceed:

For indeed, Khushi‘ (humility) in prayer—O
servants of Allah—is its spirit by which it lives, its
pillar upon which it stands, and the essence without
which prayer loses its reality. Prayer without
Khushii‘ is like a lifeless body without a soul.
Khushii‘ in prayer is an indispensable requirement
for whoever seeks to comply with the Divine
command to establish the prayer, for the Book of
Allah Almighty has urged it by depicting the state of
those who have Khushi’, their qualities, and what
Allah has prepared for them of lofty positions in the
everlasting Paradise.

Allah Almlghty says:
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{The believers have attained true success:
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those who humble themselves in their prayers,

and those who turn away from all that is vain,

and those who give zakah,

and those who guard their sexual desires,

except with their wives or slave women they
may own, for then they are free of blame,

But whoever seeks anything beyond that, it is
they who are the transgressors,

And those who are faithful to their trusts and
pledges,

and who take due care of their prayers,

Such will be the inheritors, who shall inherit
Paradise. They will abide therein eternally.} [Surat
al-Mu’'minun: 1- 11]

o (i pll el e V) 8T 1) 5 EMU Jall il 5)
(oseah 4l 2885 265 T il

{Seek help through patience and prayer. It is
strenuous except for the humble, who are certain
they will meet their Lord and to Him they will
return.}

[Surat al-Baqarah: 45-46] The Prophetic
encouragement to humility in prayer is found in the
Hadith of ‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit (may Allah be
pleased with him), who reported: The Messenger of
Allah (%) said:
ezl Ghslias Ghe sim (ral (o JG D) (a1 sl il
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"There are five prayers that Allah has enjoined.
Whoever performs their ablution well, prays them
at their appointed times, and completes their
bowing and humility, has a covenant with Allah to
forgive him. And whoever does not do so has no
covenant with Allah; if He wills, He will forgive him,
and if He wills, He will punish him." [Narrated by
Abu Dawuad:;; Al-Albani classified it as Sahih
(authentic)] Humility in prayer is a sign that the
heart is filled with love of Allah and reverence for
Him, and a sign of knowledge of Him, Blessed and
Exalted is Him, and of His Most Beautiful Names
and His Most Sublime Attributes.

Whoever comprehends, knows, is certain, and is
mindful, and whose heart is present when he stands
before Allah in prayer, knowing that he stands
before the Almighty, Whom hearts worship in love
and reverence, Who is greater than all things; the
All-Hearing, Who hears everything; the All-
Knowing, @ Whose knowledge encompasses
whatever is in the heavens and the earth, and He is
All-Knowing of all things; the All-Seeing; nothing is
hidden from Him.
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{And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Most

Merciful, Who sees you when you stand, and your

! Narrated by Abu Dawid (1/115).
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movements among those who prostrate. Indeed, He
is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.} [Surat ash-
Shu‘ard’: 217-220] Whoever knows, with a present
heart, that when he rises for prayer he stands to
converse with his Lord—the Most Merciful, the
Most Compassionate, the Sovereign of the Day of
Recompense—from Whom comes guidance and
through Whom help is sought; that He is the One
Who guides to the straight path and the upright
way; and that his task and duty in his prayer is to
stand in reverence and magnification of this
Magnificent Lord, to declare the perfection and
transcendence of his Generous Creator, to offer
praise and commendation, to seek forgiveness, and
to ask and supplicate for the fulfillment of needs
and requests in this world and the Hereafter—
whenever the one praying knows this and his
knowledge of his Lord increases, his turning to Him,
his humility, and his humble submission to Him
increase.

Al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn Al-Husayn was asked
about the change in his face when he prepared for
prayer, he said:

" o2l Gas a8 a0 G ()35
"Do you know before who I stand and who I
address in supplication?": It is the knowledge of
Allah—O servants of Allah—for the more one

1 Siyar Alam An-Nubala’ (4/392).
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knows Allah, the more humble he becomes before
Him and the greater love he has for Him.

0 you who desire humility in your prayer, how is
your knowledge of your Lord? What do you know
of His Names and Attributes?

0 you who desire to be devoutly humble in your
prayer, how are you with your remembrance of
your Lord before your prayer, in your mornings and
your evenings?

0 you who seek devout humility in your prayer,
have you contemplated this vast universe so that it
increases you in glorifying and remembering Allah
Almighty?

0 you who seek humility in your prayer, how are
you with the Word of your Lord—reciting and
pondering it—so that it may guide you to His
greatness, grandeur, might, and perfection?

O you who seek humility in your prayer, where
do you stand when it comes to thanking Allah for
His blessings and praising Him for them?

0 you who seek humility in your prayer, how are
you in avoiding sins and shameful acts and all forms
of wrongdoing? How steadfast is your piety before
your Lord when desire and doubtful matters
confront you? When you fall into a sin and commit
an error, do you return to Him? Do you turn back to
Him? Do you repent to Him?

€ 6l 800 bl st 1 1 1513
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{And turn to Allah in repentance altogether, O
believers, so that you may be successful.} [Surat an-
Nir: 31]

O servants of Allah! The khushi‘ of the heart in
prayer and its tranquility are contingent upon its
presence. Whenever the heartis present and senses
the greatness of its Lord, Allah Almighty, it becomes
still and serene, humble and submissive. The heart
is only present when it perceives the significance of
what it is engaged in, and it perceives that
significance by realizing that the fulfillment of its
aims, its rectitude, its success, its divine facilitation,
and its salvation are all bound to its prayer. So when
the worshiper knows that through the prayer
everything he desires in his worldly life and his
Hereafter—everything he asks for and longs for—
is realized, he strives against his soul to secure
presence of mind, and exerts himself in seeking and
inquiring about the means and causes by which his
presence and khush‘ increase.

O servants of Allah! Khusht' is a state of stillness
that the worshiper feels when he perceives the
meaning of what he says and does in his prayer.
When the worshiper comprehends the meanings of
the words and acts of the prayer and his heart is
attentive therein, he will inevitably have Khushu'.
For the position of prayer is tremendous, awe-
inspiring, and majestic; it necessitates that the
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worshiper reach a degree of stillness and Khushu'
before his Lord, the Knower of the Unseen.

Among the things that strengthen striving to
attain Khushu' is knowing the great fruits that are
realized for the worshiper through his Khushi’, in
obedience to the command of Allah Almighty and in
following the guidance of His noble Messenger ().

The foremost of those fruits is: earning good
deeds and the expiation of sins, for the reward of
the prayer and the good deeds it yields are in
proportion to the humility in it, and the worshiper
receives good deeds according to the measure of his
humility in his prayer. Allah’s Messenger (¥) said:

" gl Wi clgad ) dlgliad gl
"Verily, one may offer a prayer, and nothing good
is written for him thereof but a tenth of his prayer,
or a ninth, an eighth, a seventh, a sixth, a fifth, a
fourth, a third, or a half of it." [Narrated by Ahmad:;
classified by Al-Albani as Sahth (Authentic)]

There is no doubt that the utmost loss is for a
servant to neglect the very prayers he performs;
and among the great loss is to come on the Day of
Judgment—the  Day of Reckoning and
Recompense—only to find that of the prayers he
performed, but little has been recorded for him,

! Narrated by Ahmad (31/189).
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because he lacked Khushu' (humility) and did not
strive against himself to attain it therein.

Indeed, knowledge of this—O servants of
Allah—makes each one of us strive against himself
in every prayer to emerge from it with as many
good deeds as possible, and to have as many of his
sins expiated as possible.

The second of these fruits is: the delight of
theprayer, its sweetness, the comfort it brings, and
the enjoyment it affords. All of that is connected to
humble concentration in it. Thus, the one who is
humble and attentive therein will find comfort in
prayer; the one whose heart is present in his
private communication with his Lord will enjoy
prayer; and the one who senses nearness to his
Lord, Glorified and Exalted, will find the bliss of
prayer.

0 you who seek comfort through the prayer, and
0 you who desire that your eyes be cooled by the
prayer and that you find delight in it—indeed, the
gateway to that is Khushu‘ (humility and focus)
within it.

The eminent Tabi‘i, Thabit al-Bunani, tasted the
sweetness of prayer and its bliss through continual
striving, for he used to say: “I strove with the prayer
for twenty years, and I took delight in it for twenty
years.”

! Hilyat al-Awliya’ wa Tabaqat al-Asfiya’ (2/321).
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And the third of these fruits is: the impact of
prayer. Yes, O servants of Allah, for the impact of
prayer, namely, turning to Allah and abundant
Dhikr of Him, guidance and success, rectifying the
soul and keeping it upright, and keeping away from
indecency and wrongdoing, is not achieved by
merely performing the prayer, but rather through
humility in prayer. The humble prayer is the
properly established prayer, and it is the prayer
whose impact appears in the life of the one who
prays.

I seek refuge in Allah from the cursed Satan
Laall e eis sl §) }u\es\}usanm@,mw}
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{Recite [O Prophet] what is revealed to you of
the Book, and establish prayer, for indeed prayer
restrains one from immoral acts and wickedness.}
[Surat al-‘Ankabut: 45]

May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers (¥). I say what you
hear, and I ask Allah's forgiveness for me, you, and
all Muslims. So, successful indeed are those who
seek forgiveness!

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and the
best outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the

103



True, the Manifest, and I bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.
He conveyed the message, fulfilled the trust, gave
sincere advice to the Ummah, and conducted Jihad
in the cause of Allah until the end of his life.

May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him, his
family, and his Companions altogether. So, fear
Allah as He should be feared, for your bodies cannot
bear Hellfire; and cling to the firm handhold of
Islam so that you may succeed and prosper in the
Hereafter and in this world.

To proceed:

Fear Allah, O servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah
accepts only from the pious. The fear of Allah
Almighty includes perfecting the prayer and
displaying humility in it, and being keen, earnest,
and diligent to perform it with excellence and
complete it in the manner that pleases our Almighty
Lord.

Indeed, some challenges and obstacles confront
us in attaining humility in prayer, and the
worshiper must strive to overcome them. Among
the obstacles that stand between the worshiper and
his humility is the whispering of Satan, who does
not want us to pray, nor does he want us to obey
Allah, and who has taken upon himself the
determination and resolve to come between us and
our worship of our Lord, and between us and our
guidance to the straight path.
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{I will certainly lie in wait for them on Your
straight path, then I will come at them from before
them and from behind them and on their right and
on their left, and You will not find most of them
grateful.} [Surat al-A'raf: 16]

And the devil who whispers to the worshiper
and prevents him from offering prayer with
Khushi is mentioned in the Hadith of the noble
Companion ‘Utbah ibn Abi al-‘As (may Allah be
pleased with him), when he complained to the
Prophet (¥) about the devil's whisperings during
the prayer, so the Prophet informed him that

" Al JEy lad lN

"That is Satan, who is known as Khinzab."
[Narrated by Muslim]|: Then he guided him as to
what to do to rid himself of his whispering: to seek
refuge with Allah from him and blow three times to
his left. So ‘Utbah did that, and Allah caused Satan
to depart from him.

Among the verbal Sunnah acts of the prayer is:
seeking refuge before reciting Al-Fatihah: namely,
to say, “I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed
Devil,” or, “I seek refuge in Allah, the All-Hearing
and All-Knowing, from the accursed Devil, from his
whisper, his arrogance, and his poetry.” This is an

! Narrated by Muslim (4/1728).
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impregnable fortress against the Devil at the
beginning of the prayer, and in accordance with the
strength or weakness of that seeking refuge will be
the Devil’s distance from the worshiper and his
ability to distract him from his prayer.

Among the obstacles and challenges that weaken
Khushi‘ (humility) are the whims of the soul and
the heart’s attachments and objects of love. When
the heart is burdened with many such objects, it
becomes scattered in pursuing them and thinking
about them. Likewise, the more the soul’s whims
and desires increase, the more they preoccupy a
person’s mind and thoughts, until he becomes
distracted, absentminded, and beset by a multitude
of wandering thoughts. This is what befalls a
worshiper in his prayer unless he hastens to
remedy it and seeks the means by which to counter
this distraction and cure this affliction.

And let us realize—O servants of Allah—that the
heart follows its beloved. Thus, if we find our hearts
absent in our prayers, they are not lost; rather, they
are where they love to be. Never does a servant
satiate his heart with the love of this world—its
desires, pleasures, and wealth—except that this
appears in his distraction in prayer and the
wandering of his mind in worship, and he is thereby
deprived of the delight of intimate supplication and
the sweetness of communion with his Lord and
Master.
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And the remedy for that is to strive to strengthen
the love of Allah Almighty in the heart and to expel
from it the love of this world; and that is by
increasing knowledge of Allah through knowing His
excellent names and sublime attributes, reflecting
and contemplating His signs, increasing in thanking
Him and remembering Him constantly, hastening to
that which He loves, and following the guidance of
His Prophet and intimate friend ().
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{Say, “If you love Allah then follow me; Allah will
love you and forgive you your sins: for Allah is All-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.”

Say, “Obey Allah and the Messenger.” But if they
turn away, then Allah does not like the
disbelievers.} [Surat Al ‘Imran: 31-32]

Among the obstacles and challenges we face in
the journey toward humility in prayer are those
related to the characteristics of how the human
brain functions with repetition. One of the
properties of the human brain is that it does not
focus on a task once it has become accustomed to it;
rather, one performs it without awareness, due to
its exceptional capacity for thinking. If it does not
encounter anything new, it begins generating new
thoughts. This explains the frequent mental
distraction during prayer and the recalling of

107



matters outside the prayer that call for thinking
about them; it may even consume the whole time of
the prayer—and there is no power nor strength
except with Allah.

And to overcome this obstacle and get out of this
distressing state, on account of which the prayers of
many have been devoid of reverence and humility,
it should be known that prayer is not a mere
repetition; every prayer we perform is new, and it
takes place at a time that will never recur for you
until the Day of Resurrection. You are obliged to
devote that time to the worship of Allah in a special
manner, and each of the five times in your day and
night has a prayer specific to it.

Once the praying person realizes this, he will
strive to be focused in every prayer he performs.
Among the means that also help to overcome this
obstacle are the transition Takbirs between the
pillars of the prayer, for they serve as a prompt to
the mind of the praying person—if he becomes
preoccupied with matters outside the prayer—to
return to Allah and to converse with Him, glorify
Him, remember Him, and supplicate Him.

O servants of Allah!

The path to Khushi‘ (humility and focus) in
prayer begins with increasing awareness of the
need to hold prayer in high esteem, understanding
that its essence is standing before Allah to converse
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with Him, and engaging in earnest practical striving
to attain that.
(Onma Al gl 1 ) 5 UL 2553 a1 53 (il )

{As for those who strive in Our cause, We will
surely guide them to Our ways, for Allah is certainly
with those who do good.} [Surat al-‘Ankabut: 69]
Seeking the means that lead to the love of Allah
Almighty; filling the heart with veneration for Him
through knowing Him; remembering Him
constantly and showing abundant gratitude to Him;
keeping away from everything that Allah Almighty
does not love; and hastening to whatever He loves
and is pleased with.

And now, invoke Allah's peace and blessings
upon the one upon whom Allah commanded you to
invoke His peace and blessings, saying:
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, his pure household, his
wives, the Mothers of the Believers, and his radiant
and blessed Companions. And be pleased, our Lord,
with the Companions, the Tabi‘is, and those who
follow them with righteousness, and be pleased
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with us along with them by Your favor and
generosity, O Most Generous of the generous.

O Allah, grant honor to Islam and Muslims, and
humiliate disbelief and disbelievers, and reform the
affairs of all our Muslim brothers, and guide the
rulers of the Muslims to act upon Your Book and to
follow the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and forgive us
and our parents, and their spouses, and our
offspring, and all Muslims.

O Allah, aid us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You as due. Our Lord, give us in this world
that which is good and in the Hereafter that which
is good, and protect us from the punishment of the
Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving
relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed,

Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do. [Surat an-Nahl: 91]
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Sufficiency and Refuge

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{O you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al ‘Imran: 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
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Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

To proceed:

In this life, man has aims he works to attain and
needs he seeks to fulfill; and his pursuits and needs
cease only when he leaves this worldly life for the
Hereafter. Man is always toiling and striving. So
long as he lives, he needs provision, health, and
guidance, and needs to achieve all his religious and
worldly interests.

Indeed, our Lord—glory be to Him—has made
for every request and need, and for every interest
and benefit, a cause by which it is realized and a
means that leads to it. These causes are either
material or Shar'i (intangible). A Muslim is required
to seek out the means that lead him to the benefits
he seeks.

However, a Muslim differs from others by his
belief in Allah Almighty, the Creator of the means
and the One Who brings about their results. He
knows that these means do not produce their
results by themselves; rather, it is by Allah
Almighty’s permission, will, and power. And when
his certainty in Allah Almighty and His power
increases, together with his belief in His might and
sufficiency, the Muslim begins to depend upon
Allah in everything truly, and begins to truly rely
upon his Lord Almighty for the fulfillment of his
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needs and requirements and the interests of his
religion and his worldly life.
(Omede i o) 1R 58 4 e 5)

{And put your trust in Allah, if you are
believers.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 23] At that point, the
tranquility of life, peace of mind, and eternal
happiness are attained.

The divine sufficiency—O servants of Allah—is
that the Muslim believes with absolute certainty,
without doubt, that Allah, Blessed and Exalted,
suffices him in all things, and that everything he
seeks is with Allah Almighty. If Allah, the Mighty
and Majestic, wills to grant him something, there is
none—whoever he may be—who can prevent it;
and if He withholds something from him, there is
none who can give him that which has been
withheld.

Divine sufficiency means: that the Muslim
believes that the needs he seeks, the aims he
pursues, and the requests he strives to attain—all
of them are truly owned by Allah, the Most High.

The Divine Sufficiency: to find sufficiency in
Allah, the Most High, and to increase in certainty
and conviction regarding this matter: that all needs,
whether small or great, the One Who owns and
controls them all is Allah, the One, the Unique; the
Causer of all causes, the Possessor of Sovereignty,
the Self-Sufficient, Glorified and Exalted is He.
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{Say, “O Allah, Lord of the dominion, You give
dominion to whom You will and take it away from
whom You will; You honor whom You will and
humiliate whom You will. All good is in Your Hand.
You are Most Capable of all things.} [Surat Al
‘Imran: 23] Out of Allah's mercy toward His
servants, He has prescribed for them what brings
them close to Him and the means by which they call
upon Him for the fulfillment of their needs in their
religious and worldly affairs.

O servants of Allah! The reality of prayer is the
servant’s standing before his Lord, the Blessed and
Exalted, in Whose Hand lies all his affairs; he stands
proclaiming Allah’s greatness, extolling and
revering Him, privately invoking Him and asking of
Him, humble and drawing close to his Lord. He
hears his glorification and his seeking forgiveness,
and He answers his supplication.
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"The nearest a slave to his Lord is while he is
prostrating, so increase supplication."

[Narrated by Muslim (49)]

O believers! Let us realize that when certainty in
Allah Almighty’s sufficiency for His servant
increases, and one constantly keeps in mind the

! Narrated by Muslim (1/350).
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essence of prayer, his understanding of prayer is
renewed and his approach to it is transformed; and
he will have a share of the state of the noble
Companion ‘Adi ibn Hatim (may Allah be pleased
with him) as he said: "Never did the prayer come
except that [ was filled with yearning for it.":

Man by nature is in need, and he always strives
to attain what he wants; from morning to evening,
every day he is in pursuit of fulfilling what he wants.
Ifhe becomes certain that Allah is sufficient for him,
and that the One Who owns all these needs is Allah
Almighty, and that when he stands for prayer, he is
before Him, asking Him for all his needs, then his
approach to prayer is transformed, and prayer
takes a renewed meaning for him. So whenever he
is in need, the first thing he remembers is prayer;
and when he prays, he recalls his needs at the
places of supplication and supplicates his Lord,
Allah Almighty, to fulfill them.

Bakr ibn ‘Abdullah al-Muzani said: "Who is like
you, O son of Adam? The place of prayer and water
have been left open for you; whenever you wish,
you enter into the presence of Allah, with no
interpreter between you and Him."-.

Allah Almighty informed us in His Book that He
would suffice His servants.

1 Narrated by Ibn Abi Shaybah in his 'Musannaf' (7/193).
2 Al-Zuhd by Ahmad ibn Hanbal, (1/510).
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{Is Allah not sufficient for His slave?} [Surat az-
Zumar: 36]

And Allah Almighty informs us that the ultimate
sufficiency is His alone,
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{And your Lord is sufficient as a Guide and
Helper.} [Surat al-Furqan: 31]

And He ordered us to seek Allah's help:
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{Seek help through patience and prayer. It is
strenuous except for the humble,} [Surat al-
Baqarah: 54] The Prophet (¥) taught us through his
Sunnah that whenever anything distressed him, he
would hasten to prayer, as is reported in the Hadith
of Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman (may Allah be pleased
with him) who said:
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"Whenever anything distressed the Prophet (%),
he would pray." [Narrated by Abu Dawud:; graded
as hasan (sound) by al-Albani]

Listen—may Allah take care of you—to this
great Qudsi (divine) Hadith: Allah, the Exalted and
Glorified, says:
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1 Narrated by Abu Dawud (2/35).
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"0 son of Adam! Offer four Rak‘ahs for My sake at
the beginning of the day, and I suffice you against
any harm at the end of it (the day)." [Narrated by
At-Tirmidhi; classified as Sahih (authentic) by Al-
Albani] I will suffice you with complete sufficiency,
and these Rak‘ahs are the first with which a Muslim
begins his day: the two Rak‘ahs of Fajr - the Sunnah
- and the two Rak‘ahs of the obligatory prayer.

Then also listen to the confirmation of this in the
words of the Prophet (%), in the Hadith of Abu
Malik al-Ashja‘i, reported from his father (may
Allah be pleased with him and his father):

8135, 5 o0
"Whoever performs the Fajr prayer will be under
the protection of Allah." [Narrated by At-Tabarani;
Al-Albani classified it as Sahih (authentic)]

“Under the protection of Allah” means: in Allah’s
care, in His protection throughout that day. For
Allah protects him, guides him, and undertakes to
bring about what he seeks. All of this is linked to the
Fajr prayer—to a single obligatory prayer—so how
much more so with all five obligatory prayers
together.

Sufficiency is achieved through the prayer, O
servants of Allah, also when the worshiper is
mindful of the occasions for supplications and

! Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi (2/340).
2 Narrated by At-Tabarani in "Al-Mu‘jam Al-Awsat" (4/229).
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petitions in prostration, for the Prophet (¥)
informed us of the nearness of the worshiper to his
Lord while he is prostrating. So he (¥) said in the
Hadith of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with
him):
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“The nearest a slave to his Lord is while he is
prostrating, so increase supplication.” [Narrated by
Muslim]:.. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with him), reported: the Messenger of Allah
(¥) said:
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“As for prostration, make supplication diligently
therein, for it is worthy to be answered.” [Narrated
by Muslim]: Meaning: supplication is more likely to
be answered for you, and this state of prostration is
the state in which the Muslim worshiper is very
close to Allah, Glorified and Exalted be He. There is
no state in which Allah loves to see His servant
more than when He sees him rubbing his forehead
in the dust. Here he calls upon Him and beseeches,
filled with hope in this condition—that Allah will
fulfill for him what he desires and grant him what
he has asked for—being certain of the response,
remembering the saying of the Prophet (£):

! Narrated by Muslim (1/350).
2 Narrated by Muslim (1/348).
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"Supplicate Allah while being certain that your
supplication will be answered.”" [Narrated by At-
Tirmidhiy; classified as Hasan (sound) by Al-Albani]

Also, in his supplication before making Taslim in
the prayer, as reported in the Hadith of ‘Abdullah
ibn Mas‘td (may Allah be pleased with him), when
the Prophet (¥) taught him the Tashahhud at the
end of the prayer, then the Prophet (¥) said:

ATl 3l pln e Al (e g iRl g
“Then, let him choose whatever request he wills or
whatever he likes.” [Narrated by Muslim]: In
another version:
"adl) el et e AT
“Then he may choose whatever supplication he
likes most.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhari]: That means:
whatever he desires and prefers, and all that he
wishes for and requests of whatever good in this
life and the Hereafter.

—Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest), O slaves
of Allah— By Allah, this is indeed a great treasure,
yet some people have turned away from it, either
out of ignorance of it or because they are
preoccupied, while others search to the right and to
the left for something by which to seek assistance,

! Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (5/517).
2 Narrated by Muslim (1/302).
3 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/167).
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to which to flee for refuge, by which to strengthen
themselves against weakness, and by which to be
guided out of misguidance. True indeed are the
words of the one who said:

"Like camels in the desert: thirst kills them ***
while water is carried upon their backs.™

[ seek refuge with Allah from the accursed devil:
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{Is Allah not sufficient for His slave? Yet they
frighten you with those [whom they worship]
besides Him. Whoever Allah causes to stray, there
is none to guide him.} [Surat az-Zumar: 36]

May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers (). I say these words
and ask Allah's forgiveness for me and you for every
grave sin. So ask Him for forgiveness and repent to
Him. How great is the success of those who seek
forgiveness!

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. The
good outcome is for the righteous, and I bear
witness that there is no god but Allah, the King, the
Truth, the Manifest. And I bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is Allah’s servant and

1 Diwan of ‘Abd al-Ghani an-Nabulusi (p.426)
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Messenger. He conveyed the message, fulfilled the
trust, advised the Ummah, and strove in Allah’s
cause until certainty came to him.

O Allah, send Your peace and blessings upon him
and upon his family and all his companions. So, fear
Allah as He should be feared, for indeed your bodies
cannot bear Hellfire, and cling to the firm handhold
of Islam, so you will succeed and prosper in the
Hereafter and in this world.

Fear Allah, O servants of Allah, and attach your
hearts to your Most Generous Lord—the Self-
Sufficient, the Bountiful, the Bestower—in Whose
Hand are the treasures of the heavens and the
earth, the Healer, the All-Sufficing, the Lord of lords
and the Causer of causes, and the Creator Who
brought His creation into being from dust.

O believers! The third occasion in which divine
sufficiency is manifest is the sitting between the
two prostrations. The sitting between the two
prostrations, O servants of Allah, is not for
separating the two prostrations; rather, it is a
particular sitting. It is a pillar of the prayer, like the
prostration and like rising from bowing. This sitting
is designated for the petitions the worshiper seeks,
and among the greatest of what the worshiper
seeks is forgiveness. It has been reported from the
Prophet (¥) that he would repeat: “My Lord, forgive
me; my Lord, forgive me; my Lord, forgive me.”
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Seeking Allah’s forgiveness is a cause for the

fulfillment of needs, as Allah Almighty says:
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{I said, ‘Seek forgiveness from your Lord.
Indeed, He is Most Forgiving, He will send the sky
upon you in showers,

and He will give you wealth and children, and
bestow upon you gardens and rivers.} [Surat Nih:
10-12]

Also, among what has been reported concerning
the sitting between the two prostrations, in
addition to seeking forgiveness, is asking for mercy,
well-being, provision, guidance, the mending of
deficiencies, and elevation in this world and the
Hereafter, in the supplication: “Allahumma ighfir lj,
warhamni, wahdini, wa afini, warzuqni, wajburni,
warfa‘ni” (O Allah, forgive me, have mercy on me,
guide me, grant me well-being, provide for me,
mend my deficiencies, and elevate me). These
seven requests encompass all that you need in this
world and the Hereafter. If Allah forgives you, has
mercy on you, guides you, grants you well-being,
provides for you, mends your deficiencies, and
elevates you, then what remains of what you desire
in this life?

How beautiful is Ibn al-Qayyim’s (may Allah have
mercy on him) description of the fruits and benefits
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of prayer when he said: "Prayer: a bringer of
provision, a preserver of health, a repeller of harm,
an expeller of ailments, a strengthener of the heart,
a brightener of the face, a joy to the soul, a remover
of laziness, an energizer of the limbs, a replenisher
of strength, a bringer of relief to the breast, a
nourisher of the spirit, an illuminator of the heart, a
preserver of favor, a repeller of displeasure, a
bringer of blessing, a shield against Satan, and a
means of nearness to the Most Merciful.":

O servants of Allah! Let us take refuge in prayer
at times of tribulation, and let us seek help with
prayer in calamities. Let our prayer be our refuge
and sanctuary, always and forever—what an
excellent refuge, and what an excellent helper. And
let us raise our children upon that: we teach them
and guide them to seek help with prayer and to turn
to Allah, whenever they are in need and whenever
the paths and circumstances of life become
constricted for them. Let them remember prayer
and seek help with it, for in it is guidance and in it is
sufficiency.

Now, invoke Allah's peace and blessings upon
the one upon whom Allah commanded you to
invoke His peace and blessmgs He Almlghty says:
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1 Zad al-Ma‘ad Fi Hady Khayr al-‘Ibad (4/304).
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his noble and
pure household, and upon his wives, the Mothers of
the Believers, and upon his illustrious and blessed
Companions. And be pleased, O Allah, with the
Companions and the Tabi‘is and those who follow
them with righteousness, and be pleased with us
along with them by Your grace and generosity, O
Most Generous of the generous.

O Allah, grant honor to Islam and Muslims,
humiliate disbelief and disbelievers, and reform the
conditions of all our Muslim brethren. Guide the
rulers of Muslims to act by Your Book and to follow
the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and forgive us and our
parents, their spouses, our offspring, and all
Muslims.

O Allah, aid us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You as due. Our Lord, give us in this world
what is good and in the Hereafter what is good, and
protect us from the punishment of the Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving
relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed,

Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 90-91]

Guidance and Success

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger.
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al ‘Imran: 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

To proceed:

Guidance is a comforting word, a pleasant term
to the souls. No sooner does it reach our ears than
we are cheered and rejoice, and its meaning
touches the heart and brings ease. That is because
everyone seeks guidance; there is no one but that
he desires guidance, desires success, and desires to
be among the guided and with the guided. He seeks
to tread the path of guidance leading to the Straight
Path and the upright way. 'Ali ibn Abi Talib (may
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (%) said to me:
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"Say: O Allah, guide me and keep me steadfast on
the right path, and when asking for Huda
(guidance), think of your being guided to the right

126



path, and Sadad (adherence to the straight path) is
the straightness of the arrow." [Narrated by
Muslim]:

Indeed, Al-Hadi (The Guide) is Allah, Blessed and
Exalted be He, and He has guided all of His creation.
(50 s o0 06 L] T, 06y

{He said, “Our Lord is the One Who gave
everything its form and then guided it."} [Surat
Taha: 50]

268 5 (gall5 o5 308 I oalf (2T 8l Al ity
{Glorify the name of your Lord, the Most High,
Who created and fashioned in due proportion,
and Who determined [the creation] then

inspired them,} [Surat al-Ala: 1-3]

His guidance is general for all His creatures: He
has guided them to their interests in terms of their
living and subsistence and to the purposes for
which they were created; and He has granted a
special guidance to some of His accountable
servants from among the jinn and humankind by
clarifying good from evil and truth from falsehood.
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{Indeed, We showed him the way, whether he is
grateful or ungrateful.} [Surat al-Insan: 50] And He
guided some of His legally accountable servants

! Narrated by Muslim (4/2090).
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with the guidance of granting success to His
straight path in this worldly life.
(i 1 hem ) T3kale Gl AT &y 5y

{Allah surely guides those who believe to the
straight path.} [Surat al-Hajj: 54] And guide them to
enter Paradise in the Hereafter.
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{“All praise be to Allah Who has guided us to

this, for We would not have been guided to this if
Allah had not guided us. The messengers of our
Lord came with the truth.” They will be called, “This
is Paradise that you are made to inherit for what
you used to do.”} [Surat al-A‘raf: 43]

Guidance to the straight path is a divine grant
and a divine gift; Allah singles out for it whomever
He wills among His servants—He guides whom He
wills to the straight path.

Allah guided to it His servants, the messengers,
as Allah Almighty says about Moses and Aaron:

(el 1l i 5)

{and guided them to the straight path;} [Surat
as-Saffat: 118]

And He guided our Prophet Muhammad (%) to
his straight path.

faiing Ua hom oz s L 4333 315
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{and complete His favor upon you, and guide
you to a straight path,} [Surat al-Fat'h: 2] Allah
Almighty made him a guide to His straight path.
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{And you are truly leading people to a straight
path,

the path of Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in
the heavens and all that is on earth. Indeed, to Allah
return all matters.} [Surat ash-Shura: 52-53] And
He made all guidance in obedience to Him.

{53585 5kl ) 3)

{If you obey him, you will be guided.} [Surat an-
Nur: 118]

He informed us that guldance lies in His Speech
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{Indeed, this Qur'an guides to what is most
upright and gives glad tidings to the believers who
do righteous deeds that they will have a great
reward.} [Surat al-Isra’: 9]

He also informed us that guidance lies in
following the Sunnah of His Prophet (¥)

(P b jen ) (23 1) )

{And you are truly leading people to a straight

path,} [Surat ash-Shiira: 52]
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And Alldh informed us that He has made the
Ka‘bah, the Sacred House, a guidance for all
creation.

(Opalall (3 518 38 38 o2l G ey i 51 8

{The first House [of worship] established for
mankind was the one at Bakkah [i.e.,, Makkah], full
of blessings and guidance for the worlds.} [Surat Al
‘Imran: 96]

And this Prayer, O servants of Allah,
encompasses the pillars of guidance and contains
its foundations: in the Prayer is the speech of Allah
that guides; in the Prayer is following the Sunnah of
the noble Prophet by which we are guided; and in
the Prayer is turning towards the Qiblah, wherein
is guidance.

Guidance in life is in proportion to the
establishment of prayer; the more one establishes
prayer, the greater the guidance and success in
one’s life.

This prayer was enjoined, O servants of Allah, so
that Muslims may be guided by it to the straight
path; every worshiper, in every prayer, repeats:

¢ faiizaall Lo yzall Uadl )

{Guide us to the straight path,} The recurring
request in every prayer that Muslims perform is the
request for guidance. Seventeen times each day,
Muslims turn to their Lord, asking Him for
guidance; they ask Him for success. What then
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should we think of our Generous Lord when this
plea and this supplication come from truthful
tongues and humble hearts? Our good opinion of
our Lord, as we call upon Him morning and evening,
is that He will grant us our request and answer our
supplication—and He is the One Who says, Exalted
is He:
O RRCAREPS:)

{Call upon Me; I will respond to you.} [Surat
Ghafir: 60] He Almighty also says:

(e 1y g 5523 il T 3 38

{I am indeed near. I respond to the call of the
supplicant when he calls upon Me.} [Surat al-
Baqarah: 186] and grant us guidance, and admit us
among His servants whom He has gulded
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{They are the ones whom Allah has guided, and
they are the people of understanding.} [Surat az-
Zumar: 18] )
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{They are those whom Allah has guided, so
follow their guidance.} [Surat al-An‘am: 90] The
Muslim, O servants of Allah, needs guidance in all
the affairs of his life. He therefore needs the
guidance of clarification and knowledge in matters
he does not know, nor where the truth lies therein.
Thus, among the guidance to the straight path is
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that Allah guides him to the knowledge of that
truth.

He needs to be guided in desire and will
regarding matters he knows; yet he does not have
the desire to act upon them. Thus, part of the
guidance to the straight path is that he be guided to
desire it and to will it.

He needs guidance to perform what he desires
and to be enabled for that; and guidance to the
straight path is the granting of success to do good
and aid in it.

He needs to remain steadfast upon the goodness
and righteous deeds he is upon, and guidance to the
straight path is guidance to that.

O servants of Allah! How greatly do we need
guidance; how greatly does our Ummah need
guidance in every sphere of life! We need Allah’s
guidance to discern truth from falsehood amid this
media deluge broadcast across the airwaves. We
need guidance to distinguish right from wrong
among the ideas propagated here and there. We
need Allah’s guidance to know the solutions and
means by which we confront the challenges of
contemporary  life—challenges  that have
preoccupied us and our sons and daughters from
that for which they were created.

We need guidance for our desire and will toward
what Allah Almighty loves and His good pleasure:
that Allah place in our hearts His love and the love

132



of obeying Him, and the will to do good for
ourselves and for others. We seek guidance for our
souls that makes it easy to direct and harness them
to fulfill what Allah Almighty wills. And we need the
guidance of granting success to do good in our lives;
for not everyone who knows the good does it, and
not everyone who desires righteous deeds is
granted success to carry them out.

We desire guidance of success to establish the
obligatory acts and perfect them, and the
supererogatory acts and complete them. We desire
success to perform righteous deeds and to increase
in acts of obedience and acts of drawing near to
Him. And we need guidance of steadfastness upon
our Islam and faith; for indeed the most frequent
supplication of the Prophet (¥) was
"0 Turner of the hearts, keep my heart firm upon
Your religion." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhis; classified
as Sahth (authentic) by Al-Albani] And he (%) said:
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"Indeed, the hearts are between two fingers of
the Fingers of Allah, He turns them as He wills."
[Narrated by At-Tirmidhiz; classified as Sahih
(authentic) by Al-Albani]

! Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi (4/448).
2 Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi (4/449).
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It was part of the Prophet’s guidance (¥) to ask
for guidance in his prayer. It has been reported
from him (%), among the wordings of his opening
supplication for prayer, that he would say in his
supplication:
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"0 Allah, guide me to the best of deeds and the best
of character; none guides to the best of them except
You. And save me from evil deeds and evil
character; none saves from their evil except You."
[Narrated by An-Nasa'i; classified as Sahih
(authentic) by Al-Albani]

May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers ().  say these words
and ask Allah's forgiveness for me and you for every
grave sin. So, ask Him for forgiveness and turn to
Him in repentance—how great is the success of
those who seek forgiveness!

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and the
good outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the
True, the Manifest. And I bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is the servant of Allah and His

! Narrated by An-Nasa’i (2/129).
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Messenger, who conveyed the message, fulfilled the
trust, advised the Ummah, and strove in Allah’s
cause until death came to him.

O Allah, send Your peace and blessings upon
Muhammad, his family, and all his Companions. So,
fear Allah as He should be feared, for your bodies
cannot bear Hellfire, and cling to the firm handhold
of Islam, so that you may succeed and prosper in the
Hereafter and in this world.

Then, to proceed:

Among the things that underscore the great
importance of seeking guidance from Allah,
Glorified and Exalted, in a Muslim’s life—even in
matters of his worldly livelihood—is what has
come regarding the legislated practice of
[stikharah. Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (may Allah be
pleased with him and his father) said: The
Messenger of Allah (%) used to teach us Istikharah
in all matters just as he taught us a Sirah of the
Qur’an He said:
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“When one of you intends to do something, let him
perform two Rak‘ahs other than the obligatory
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prayer and then say: Allahumma inni astakhiruka
bi‘ilmika, wa astaqdiruka biqudratika, wa as’aluka
min fadlik al-‘azhim, fa’'innaka taqdiru wa la aqdir,
wa ta‘lamu wa la a‘lam, wa anta ‘allam al-ghuyub.
Allahumma in kunta talamu anna hadha al-amra
khayrun Ii fI din1 wa ma‘ashi wa ‘aqibati amri — or
he said: fi ‘ajili amr1 wa ajilihi — faqdurhu Ii wa
yassirhu I1, thumma barik I1 fih. Wa in kunta ta‘lamu
anna hadha al-amra sharrun li fi dini wa ma‘ashi wa
‘agibati amri — or he said: fi ‘ajili amr1 wa ajilihi —
fasrifhu ‘anni wasrifni ‘anhu, waqdur i al-khayra
haythu kana, thumma ardini (O Allah, I consult You
for Your knowledge, and I seek strength from You
for Your power, and I ask of Your great bounty.
Indeed, You are capable and [ am not, and You know
and I do not, and You are the All-Knower of the
unseen. O Allah, if You know that this matter is good
for me concerning my religion, my livelihood, and
the outcome of my affairs — or he said: my
immediate and future affairs — then decree it for
me, make it easy for me, and then bless it for me.
And if You know that this matter is bad for me
concerning my religion, my livelihood, and the
outcome of my affairs — or he said: my immediate
and future affairs — then turn it away from me, and
turn me away from it, and decree for me what is
good wherever it may be, and make me content).”
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He said: “And let him mention his need.” [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari (66)]:

O servants of Allah! Indeed, this prayer is a great
treasure in our hands. Allah Almighty guided us to
it and bestowed it upon us; it is a mercy from Him
by which He has had mercy upon us, and a great
honor with which He has honored us.

So let us nurture ourselves, our sons, and our
daughters on magnifying the significance of prayer,
instill in them a desire for it and make it beloved to
them; and let us make it clear to them in the clearest
terms that being granted success in life is linked to
the performance of prayer, and that whoever
desires guidance in all the affairs of his life should
seek help through his prayers, be among those who
perform the prayer and maintain it, and strive to
complete it and perfect it in the manner that his
Lord, Allah Almighty, wills.

And then invoke Allah's peace and blessings
upon the one upon whom Allah commanded you to
invoke His peace and blessmgs He Almlghty says:
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

! Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2/57).
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O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, his pure family, his wives,
the Mothers of the Believers, and upon his
illustrious and blessed Companions. And be
pleased, our Lord, with the Companions and the
Tabi‘is and those who follow them with
righteousness, and be pleased, our Lord, with us
along with them by Your grace and generosity, O
Most Generous of the generous.

O Allah, grant honor to Islam and Muslims, and
humiliate disbelief and disbelievers, and reform the
affairs of all our Muslim brothers, and guide the
rulers of Muslims to act upon Your Book and follow
the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and forgive us and our
parents, our spouses and our offspring, and all
Muslims.

O Allah, aid us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You in the best manner. Our Lord, give us
in this world that which is good and in the Hereafter
that which is good, and protect us from the
punishment of the Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving

relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
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evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed,

Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 90-91].

Comfort and Coolness of the Eyes

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger.
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al ‘Imran: 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will rectify your deeds and forgive you
your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 7-71]

To proceed:

It is of human nature in this life to seek
happiness and comfort; indeed, one loves to enjoy
his life and to take delight in such sensory and
intangible pleasures as Allah has made allowable
for him, and Allah has made that allowable for His
servants
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{Say, “Who has forbidden the adornments and
lawful provisions that Allah has brought forth for
His slaves?” Say, “They are for the believers in the
life of this world, and they will be exclusively for
them on the Day of Resurrection.”} [Surat al-A'raf:
32] Allah has made happiness and a good life
attainable through faith in Him and obedience to
Him. B
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{Whoever does righteous deeds, male or female,
while being a believer, We will surely grant him a
good life, and We will surely reward them
according to the best of their deeds.} [Surat an-
Nahl: 97]

Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy upon him)
said: "This is a promise from Allah Almighty to
whoever does a righteous deed—namely, a deed
that accords with the Book of Allah and the Sunnah
of His Messenger (%), and is prescribed by Allah—
that He will grant him a good life in this world and
will reward him in the Hereafter according to the
best of what he used to do. The good life
encompasses all forms of ease, from whatever
direction they may come.": End of quote, may Allah
have mercy upon him.

In every act of worship and righteous deed that
a Muslim performs, there is happiness and
sweetness in proportion to his perfection and
Thsan. Thus, the more a deed is marked by Ihsan
and the more complete its perfection, the more
complete is the happiness obtained from it and the
greater the comfort therein. For our Almighty Lord
is Most Appreciative to His servants; He
recompenses them for their deeds in this world
with a sweetness they find in the righteous deed
itself. Allah Almighty says:

1 Tafsir Ibn Kathir (4/516).
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{Indeed, the righteous will be in Bliss,}

[Surat al-Infitar: 13] This bliss encompasses the
bliss in the worldly life and the Hereafter.

The Prophet of guidance (%) informed us, by his
state and his words, that the acts of worship have a
delight and sweetness. He used to prolong his
supererogatory prayer for as long as Allah willed,
and he would say:
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"My comfort has been provided in prayer."
[Narrated by An-Nasa'i; classified as Sahih
(authentic) by Al-Albani] And saying:
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“O Bilal, call the Iqamah for prayer; give us comfort
with it.” [Narrated by Abu Dawud:; Al-Albani
classified it as Sahih (authentic)]

And he informed that Iman has a sweetness.
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"There are three qualities; whoever has them will
taste the sweetness of Iman (faith): that Allah and
His Messenger are more beloved to him than
everything else; that he loves a person only for the
sake of Allah; and that he hates to return to Kufr

! Narrated by An-Nasa’i (7/61).
2 Narrated by Abu Dawiid (4/296).
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(disbelief) as he hates to be thrown into the fire."
[Agreed upon]:

And that Iman and good deeds have a taste that
is tasted by the believer.
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"He finds the taste of Iman who is pleased with
Allah as Lord, with Islam as religion, and with
Muhammad as Messenger." [Narrated by Muslim]-

And the most comforting and blissful of acts of
worship—the most joyful and delightful—is
prayer, for prayer encompasses the meanings of the
entire religion; it is the mainstay of the religion,
without which the religion does not stand. Within it
is affirming Allah’s Oneness and proclaiming the
testimony of faith—to Allah’s Oneness and to His
Prophet’s Messengership. In it is the purification
and cleansing of the soul, and abstention from food
and drink. In it is directing oneself to the honored
Ka‘bah by facing it. The worshiper’s faith in Allah,
His angels, His books, and His messengers is
strengthened therein; he remembers the Last Day,
and his submission to Allah’s decree and
predestination increases. In his prayer, he reaches
the highest rank of the religion, which is the rank of
Ihsan (excellence), by perfecting his prayer and
drawing near to his Lord, saying:

1 Agreed upon, narrated by Al-Bukhari (1/12) and Muslim (1/66).
2 Narrated by Muslim (1/62).
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{You alone we worship, and You alone we ask
for help.} [Surat al-Fatihah: 5]

When the worshipper stands before Allah in
prayer, he thereby proclaims his complete
servitude to Allah Almighty, and by this, he earns
the pleasure of his Lord Almighty—Allah’s pleasure
corresponds with the degree to which he perfects
this act of worship, and he attains of Allah’s
pleasure—and of bliss, delight, joy, and
happiness—in proportion to his excellence in his
prayer. For what prayer contains of Dhikr
(remembrance of Allah), private communication
with Him, intimacy with Him, and yearning for what
is with Him Almighty, makes prayer a garden in
which the worshipper delights whenever he stands
for it. That bliss varies among those who pray
according to their attentiveness and humility
therein.

Servants of Allah! Since the greatest bliss to be
enjoyed by the dwellers of Paradise is seeing the
Countenance of the Most Generous, the Beautiful,
the Almighty King, Lord of Majesty and Honor,
when a caller proclaims: O dwellers of Paradise, O
dwellers of Paradise! You have an appointment
with Allah, which He wishes to fulfill for you. They
will say: What is it? Did He not brighten our faces—
O Allah, brighten our faces, Lord of the worlds—
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forgive our sins, admit us into Paradise, and save us
from the Fire? Then the veils will be lifted for them
and they will see Allah Almighty. No bliss will ever
be given to them greater than that bliss, nor any
delight greater than that delight. Then it will be said
to them: “Today I bestow upon you My good
pleasure, and thereafter I shall never be displeased
with you.”

Since that gaze and that visitation are the
greatest bliss of the Hereafter, the believer has been
granted the greatest worldly bliss, namely:
communing with Him and standing before Him,
magnifying Him and praising Him and glorifying
Him, extolling Him, venerating Him, asking of Him,
bowing to Him, and prostrating before Him. Glory
be to Him, the Exalted.

O servants of Allah! One who clears his heart for
his prayer, understands what he says and does, and
strives with his heart to be present therein, will
taste that sweetness and feel that bliss. Indeed, in
prayer there is a complete freeing from worldly
concerns and preoccupations. Indeed, in prayer
there is a focus on what benefits a person and
secures his true interests. Indeed, standing for
prayer reminds the Muslim of the Paradise he
anticipates entering—the Paradise that is the
promise of Allah Almighty to HIS servants.
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{Allah has promised the believers, both men and
women, gardens under which rivers flow, abiding
therein forever, and splendid dwellings in the
Gardens of Eternity, and Allah’s pleasure, which is
the greatest of all; that is the supreme triumph.}
[Surat at- Tawbah 72]
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{The likeness of Paradise, which is promised to
the righteous is that under it rivers flow; its fruit is
eternal, so is its shade. Such is the end of those who
fear Allah, but the end of the disbelievers is the
Fire!} [Surat ar-Ra‘d: 35]

The worshiper remembers Paradise when he
faces the honorable Ka‘bah, where the Black Stone
and the Magam of Ibrahim (the Station of Abraham)
are—two rubies from the rubies of Paradise. His
remembrance of Paradise entails forgetting the
worries of this world—its distractions and
vexations. His remembrance of Paradise, together
with his good opinion of his Lord, the Generous, the
Merciful, helps him to free his heart and attain the
presence of heart to supplicate to Allah Almighty.

And indeed, sensing the praise of Allah Almighty,
extolling and glorifying Him, openly declaring one’s
love for Him, devoting worship sincerely to Him,
affirming that seeking help is to be directed to Him
alone, asking Him for guidance to the straight path,
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and recalling those upon whom Allah Almighty has
bestowed favor—the Prophets, the truthful, the
martyrs, and the righteous; and how excellent those
are as companions! Indeed, sensing these meanings
while reciting al-Fatihah is a tremendous
preoccupation that distracts the worshiper from all
worldly thoughts, desires, and pleasures. And the
beloved Prophet, the Chosen One (¥), has informed
us in what is authentically reported from him:
“Indeed, in prayer there is preoccupation.”

[Narrated by Al-Bukhari]:.

When the heart of the worshiper is present as he
glorifies Allah Almighty in his bowing and
prostration—remembering that the dwellers of
Paradise glorify Allah morning and evening, that
they are inspired to glorify Him as naturally as
breathing, and that he partakes of that reality with
them—and when he invokes salutations upon the
Messenger of Allah (¥) in his prayer, he recalls his
love for the Messenger of Allah and his
companionship with him in Paradise; and when he
extends salutations to the noble angels, he brings to
mind their greeting to him in Paradise—for the
angels greet the dwellers of Paradise with "PeaTce!"
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! Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2/66).
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{Angels will enter upon them from every gate,

“Peace be on you, for what you have patiently
endured. How excellent is the final abode!”} [Surat
ar-Ra‘d: 23-24] And they will greet them with
"Peace" as they are welcomed at the gates of
Paradise. \
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{And its keepers will say to them, “Peace be
upon you. You have done well, so enter it, abiding
forever.”} [Surat az-Zumar: 73]

May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers (£). [ say these words
and ask Allah's forgiveness for me and you for every
grave sin. Ask Him for forgiveness and turn to Him
in repentance; how great is the triumph of those
who seek forgiveness!

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. The
good outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the
True, the Manifest. And I bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is His servant and Messenger,
who conveyed the message, fulfilled the trust,
advised the Ummah, and strove in the cause of Allah
until certainty came to him.

0 Allah, send Your peace and blessings upon him,
his family, and all his Companions. So, fear Allah as
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He should be feared, for indeed your bodies cannot
bear Hellfire. And cling to the firm handhold of
Islam, so that you may succeed and prosper in the
Hereafter and in this world.

To proceed:

Indeed, the greatest gateway through which a
Muslim enters the expanses of sweetness,
happiness, comfort, and bliss in his prayer is the
strength of his love for Allah Almighty. The more
the love of Allah increases in the heart, the greater
the comfort in His remembrance, the more
abundant the delight in showing gratitude to Him,
and the sweeter the obedience to Him and working
for His sake. The strength of this love depends on
the increase of knowledge of Him, Exalted be He; for
whoever knows Allah will undoubtedly love Him,
and whoever loves Him yearns to meet Him and
finds ease in His worship. For whoever loves
something mentions it often; and whoever loves
someone rejoices in nearness and union with him,
and nothing brings him more happiness than
continued connection and conversation with him.

Knowledge of Allah Almighty and knowing Him
are increased through knowing His names and
attributes, pondering His signs and reflecting upon
them, frequent remembrance of Him and gratitude
to Him, and hastening to what He loves.

So, let us strive against ourselves and nurture
those under our care to love Allah Almighty,
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respond to Him, and hasten to good deeds,
following the example of the Messengers and
Prophets of Allah.
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{They used to hasten in doing good deeds and
used to call upon Us with hope and fear, and they
were humble before Us.} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 90]

The Prophet (%) used to supplicate to Allah in his
prayer, saying:
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"0 Allah, I ask You to help me do good deeds,
abstain from evil ones, and love the poor and
needy." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi; classified as
Sahih (authentic) by Al-Albani]

So let us seek the means and ways by which we
may increase in comfort and joy in our worship of
our Lord, Allah Almighty; for well-being, happiness,
bliss, comfort, and tranquility are in obeying Him
and following His command.

And let us know, O servants of Allah, that what is
with Allah Almighty is not attained by disobeying
Him and contravening His command. So let us steer
away from immorality and evildoing, whether
apparent or hidden, for they have an effect on the
uprightness of the servant’s state and his
happiness. Whoever does not safeguard his limbs

! Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi (5/367).
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and persists in contraventions of the Sacred Law—
how can he taste the sweetness of worship and its
bliss? Rather, he may be deprived of being granted
success in it. One of the predecessors said: “I was
deprived of the night prayer because of a sin I
committed”:. Our Lord Almighty said in His decisive
Revelation:
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{But whoever turns away from My Reminder
will have a miserable life, and on the Day of
Resurrection We will raise him blind,

He will say, “My Lord, why have you raised me
blind when [ was able to see before?”

Allah will say, “Similarly Our verses came to you,
but you ignored them, so you will be ignored
Today.”} [Surat Ta Ha: 124-126] And let us, O slaves
of Allah, have a share among those whose delight of
the eyes is in prayer.

Now, invoke Allah's peace and blessings upon
the one upon whom Allah commanded you to
invoke His peace and blessings, as He Almighty
says:
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! Hilyat al-Awliya’ wa Tabaqat al-Asfiya’ (7/17).
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, his noble and pure family,
his wives—the Mothers of the believers—and upon
his radiant and blessed Companions. And be
pleased, O Allah, with the Companions, the Tabi'is,
and those who follow them with righteousness, and
be pleased with us along with them by Your grace
and generosity, O Most Generous of the generous. O
Allah, make Islam and Muslims mighty, humiliate
disbelief and the disbelievers, reform the affairs of
all our Muslim brethren, grant success to the
leaders of the Muslims to act in accordance with
Your Book and to follow the Sunnah of Your
Prophet, and forgive us and our parents, their
spouses, our offspring, and all the Muslims.

O Allah, aid us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You as due. Our Lord, give us in this world
that which is good and in the Hereafter that which
is good, and protect us from the punishment of the
Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving
relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed.

Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 90-91]

With Those Whom You Have Blessed

The First Sermon

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help,
and ask Him for forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allah from the evil of ourselves and from our bad
deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide,
and whoever He sends astray, none can guide. I
testify that there is no god but Allah, alone, with no
partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant
and Messenger.
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah, and let every soul
consider what it has sent forth for tomorrow. And
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you
do.}

[Surat al-Hashr: 18]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah as He should be
feared, and do not die except as Muslims.}

[Surat Al ‘Imran: 102]
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{0 you who believe, fear Allah and say what is
right, He will amend for you your deeds and forgive
you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has certainly attained a great
attainment.}

[Surat al-Ahzab: 70-71]

To proceed:

Success in life, the fulfillment of aspirations,
overcoming obstacles, and prevailing over
challenges are among the matters that are often
raised and widely discussed here and there. How to
attain a successful life? What are the means that
assist in attaining success, triumph, and the highest
ranks? What are the ways to achieve the greatest
gains and benefits? And what is the path to realizing
leadership and ascendancy? People differ
regarding that, and they vary in reaching those lofty
states. Such is life.
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{But they will not cease to differ,

except those whom Allah has given mercy, and
for this He created them,} [Surat Hud: 118-119]
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And the Muslim—O servants of Allah—knows
with certain knowledge that he has come to this life
for alimited period and numbered days, and that he
will, without doubt, depart from it. He will spend
therein only what Allah has decreed for him of a
written lifespan and an appointed term; then he
will move to the Hereafter—the abode of
permanence and eternity, of abiding bliss and
everlasting happiness.

Among the matters that profoundly affect a
Muslim’s life and lead him by the hand to the
highest ranks is his high aspiration, which drives
him to lofty matters. Allah Almighty loves lofty
matters and hates low and minor ones. What
elevates a Muslim'’s aspiration, raises the ceiling of
his aspirations, and magnifies his hopes within him
is to live in the company of the people of high
aspiration, noble souls, and great achievements: to
reflect upon their states, follow their news, and
closely contemplate their traits and morals.

In pursuit of that, he displays patience and
perseverance, making every effort and doing his
best, and struggles:

And he whose soul’s aspiration is loftiness *** all
that he encounters therein is beloved.:

This daily, repeated supplication—which every
Muslim recites in his prayer seventeen times each

! Diwan al-Bariadi (1/56).
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day—asks for guidance to the path of those upon
whom Allah bestowed favor, who are the prophets,
the affirmers of truth, the martyrs, and the
righteous. This daily repetition, this emphasis, and
this persistence greatly elevate his aspiration every
time he prays and supplicates to be with those
favored ones—the people of lofty aspiration.

Prayer—O servants of Allah—elevates one’s
aspiration to the highest possible degree; for there
is no loftier resolve, no greater success and
achievement, and no fuller divine facilitation and
happiness than that of those upon whom Allah has
bestowed His favor. What, then, will be the portion
of one who follows their example, persists in
remembering them, and lives his day and night
recalling those righteous ones—those whom Allah
has chosen, preferred, elected, and bestowed His
favor upon? What does a Muslim feel as he repeats,
every day and night, his plea to be with the
Prophets, with the truthful, with the martyrs, and
with the righteous? How will that affect his soul,
with what aspiration will he face life, and how will
he deal with his psychological and social
circumstances?

The Muslim—O servants of Allah—when he
remembers the states of the righteous elite, his soul
soars and his heart becomes illuminated, and he is
inspired to perform righteous deeds; indeed, that
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becomes fuel for a lofty flame of high aspiration that
none can rival.

He remembers Prophet Noah (peace be upon
him), who spent one thousand years minus fifty in
calling people to Allah, all with high resolve:
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{Relate to them the story of Noah when he said
to his people, “O my People, if my presence among
you and my reminding you of Allah’s signs have
become unbearable to you, then in Allah I have put
my trust.”} [Surat Yunus: 71]

He called his people to Allah day and night, in
private and in public, morning and evening, abiding
among them through long centuries and extended
ages, calling with patience and seeking reward with
Allah. And out of Prophet Noah’s (peace be upon
him) keen concern that his progeny continue upon
the lofty resolve he himself exemplified, he called
his son to him at the time of his death and said:
Y\‘d\ d)A\ cu.u.u\ucdl.@_q\} ‘u.u.uhd Al m)l\dﬂcuau‘;:\"
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"l am imparting to you a counsel: I enjoin upon you
two things, and I forbid you from two. I enjoin upon
you, “There is no deity worthy of worship but
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Allah”, for if the seven heavens and the seven earths
were placed in one pan of the scale, and “There is
no deity worthy of worship but Allah” were placed
in the other, “There is no deity worthy of worship
but Allah” would outweigh them. And if the seven
heavens and the seven earths were an obscure ring,
“There is no deity worthy of worship but Allah”
would shatter them. And [I enjoin upon you to say:]
“Glorified is Allah, and praise is to Him,” for it is the
prayer of all things, and by it the creation is granted
provision. And 1 forbid you from associating
partners with Allah and from arrogance." [Narrated
by Ahmad, and by Al-Bukhari in Al-Adab Al-
Mufrad:; Al-Albani classified it as Sahih
(Authentic)]

And the father of the prophets, Abraham (peace
be upon him), reached such heights in his Tawhid,
his faith in his Lord, and his affirmation of His
promise and His warning, that he offered the apple
of his eye and the delight of his heart as a sacrifice
by which he sought closeness to his Lord.
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{When they both submitted [to Allah’s
command] and Abraham laid him on his forehead,

and We called out to him, “O Abraham,”} [Surat
as-Saffat: 103-104] The Prophet (%) reached, in his

1 Narrated by Ahmad in "Al-Musnad" (11/150); Al-Bukhari in "Al-Adab Al-
Mufrad" (p. 192).
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aspiration during his supplication, imploring, and
intimate entreaty, the point that he chose to
supplicate for lasting nearness to Allah Almighty
and for a sound bond with Him through
establishing the prayer for himself and his
offspring.
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{My Lord, make me steadfast in prayer and
those of my offspring. Our Lord, accept my
supplication.} [Surat Ibrahim: 40] When he settled
his offspring in Makkah, he stated that he had
settled them so that they may be closer to Allah by
establishing prayer.
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{Our Lord, I have settled some of my offspring in
a barren valley near Your Sacred House, our Lord,
so that they may establish prayer.} [Surat Ibrahim:
37] And among the manifestations of the lofty
resolve of Abraham (peace be upon him) are his
testament to his descendants after his death and his
compassion for them.
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{This was enjoined by Abraham and Jacob to
their offspring, “O my children, Allah has chosen for
you this religion; so do not die except as Muslims.”}
[Surat al-Bagarah: 132]

159



And from the offspring of Abraham (peace be
upon him) was Ishmael (peace be upon him),
whose earnest concern was to call his household to
the prayer and the zakah, so he was well-pleasing
to his Lord. Likewise, everyone who enjoins his
household to the prayer and the zakah will be well-
pleasing to his Lord. May Allah make us and you
among them.

This is the upright path upon which the resolve
of all of Allah’s prophets and messengers was set,
and that is the proof by which Allah Almighty
elevated all the prophets.
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{That was Our argument which We gave
Abraham against his people. We elevate in ranks
whom We will. Your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing.}
[Surat al-An‘am: 83]

And on it are Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon, Job,
Joseph, Moses, Ishmael, Elisha, Jonah, Lot,
Zachariah, John, Jesus, and Elias—and before that,
Noah, Huad, Salih, and Shu‘aib.

Those are the ones whom Allah has guided;
those are the people of understanding; and those
are the people of high resolve, the best of
humankind, the best of those who have trodden the
earth; and they are the ones whom Allah has
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commanded to be emulated and whose path is to be
followed. )
(3T 20 T o3 Ll at gy
{They are those whom Allah has guided, so
follow their guidance.} [Surat al-An‘am: 90] Those
were the ones upon whom Allah bestowed favor
from among the prophets of the descendants of
Adam, and of those We carried [in the ship] with
Noah, and of the descendants of Abraham and Israel
[i.e., Jacob], and of those whom We guided and
chose, and of those whose guidance, path, and
straight way we have been commanded to follow.
After them there came the manifest light, the
leader of the messengers and the final Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and upon
his family and all his followers). He is the perfect
example and the supreme model in lofty resolve
and noble morals. In courage and boldness, as he
led over the course of ten years twenty-seven
expedltlons And he (¥) used to say:
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"By Him in Whose Hand my soul is, were it not that
there are men among the believers whose souls
would not be content to remain behind me, and that
I do not find the means to provide them riding
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mounts, [ would not lag behind any expedition to
fight in the cause of Allah. By Him in Whose Hand
my soul is, I would love to be killed in the cause of
Allah, then be brought to life, then be killed, then be
brought to life, then be killed, then be brought to
life, then be killed." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari]: He
was the supreme exemplar in worship, as ‘A’ishah
(may Allah be pleased with her) reported that the
Prophet (¥) used to stand in prayer at night until
the skin of his feet would crack. I (‘A’ishah) said to
him: "Why do you do this, O Messenger of Allah,
when Allah has forgiven your past and future sins?"
He said:
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"Should I not like to be a grateful slave?" [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari]-.

He was a man of the loftiest aspiration in
choosing what is with Allah Almighty. When he was
given the choice between this world and the
meeting with Allah, he chose the meeting with
Allah, and he would say:
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"What do [ have to do with this worldly life? [ am in
this worldly life like a rider who seeks shade under
a tree, then he goes away and leaves it." [Narrated

! Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4/17).
2 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6/135).
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by At-Tirmidhis; classified as Sahih (authentic) by
Al-Albani]

The Prophet () possessed the loftiest resolve in
patience and steadfast perseverance; his enemies
inflicted upon him the utmost harm—upon his
person, his family, and his companions—and he
would say:
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"0 Allah, forgive my people for they do not know."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari]-.

He is the possessor of the highest resolve in his
dealings, and of noble character—marked by
forbearance, truthfulness, generosity, faithfulness,
tolerance, and modesty.

He is like the sea: from whichever side you
approach it *** its depths are kindness and its
shores are generosity.:
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Those who obey Allah and the Messenger will be
with those whom Allah has blessed: the prophets,
the people of Truth, the martyrs, and the righteous.
What excellent companions they are!

[Surat an-Nisa’: 69]

1 [Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi] (4/588).
2 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4/175).
3 "Akhbar Abi Tammam" (1/103).
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May Allah bless the noble Qur’an for me and you,
and may He make us benefit from the guidance of
the master of the messengers (). I say these words
and ask Allah's forgiveness for me and you for every
grave sin. So, ask Him for forgiveness and turn to
Him in repentance; how great is the triumph of
those who seek forgiveness!

The Second Sermon

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and the
good outcome is for the righteous. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah, the Sovereign, the
True, the Manifest. And I bear witness that our
Prophet Muhammad is His servant and Messenger,
who conveyed the message, fulfilled the trust,
advised the Ummah, and strove in the cause of Allah
until certainty came to him.

O Allah, send Your peace and blessings upon
Muhammad (¥), his family, and all his Companions.
So, fear Allah as He should be feared, for indeed
your bodies cannot bear Hellfire, and cling to the
firm handhold of Islam, so that you may succeed
and prosper in the Hereafter and in this world.

To proceed:

Indeed, the foremost of the people of truth, the
righteous, and the martyrs are the Companions of
the Messenger of Allah (%) (may Allah be pleased
with them, and may He make them pleased, his
noble family, and those who followed them in
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righteousness). Their aspirations reached the
highest stations and the loftiest peaks in worship,
striving in the cause of Allah, noble character, and
beautiful virtues.

So here is Abu Bakr as-Siddiq (may Allah be
pleased with him): his aspiration soars to the point
that he does not content himself with entering
through a single gate of Paradise; rather, he wishes
to be called from all eight gates of Paradise. The
Prophet (%) said:
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“Whoever is among the people of prayer will be
called from the gate of prayer; whoever is among
the people of jihad will be called from the gate of
jihad; whoever is among the people of fasting will
be called from the gate of Ar-Rayyan; and whoever
is among the people of charity will be called from
the gate of charity.”
Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “O
Messenger of Allah, may my mother and father be
sacrificed for you! Those who are called from these
gates will stand in need of nothing. Will anybody be
called from all of those gates?” He replied: “Yes, and
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[ hope that you will be one of them.” [Agreed upon]:
It is the aspiration of those upon whom Allah has
bestowed His Grace, O servants of Allah!

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td (may Allah be pleased with
him) said: The Messenger of Allah (¥) entered the
mosque, with Abu Bakr and ‘Umar at his sides, and
there was Ibn Mas‘ld praying, reciting Surat An-
Nisa’. When he reached the hundredth verse, he
began supplicating while standing in prayer. The
Prophet (%) said:
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“Ask and you will be given; ask and you will be
given.” Then he said: “Whoever would love to recite
the Qur’an fresh as it was revealed, let him recite it
according to the recitation of Ibn Umm ‘Abd.”

When morning came, Abu Bakr (may Allah be
pleased with him) came to him to give him glad
tidings and said to him: “What did you ask Allah last
night?” He said: “I said: O Allah, I ask You for faith
that never declines, bliss that will never cease, and
the companionship of Muhammad (¥) in the
highest Garden of Eternity.”

I [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (5/6) and Muslim (2/711).
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Then ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) came,
and it was said to him: “Abu Bakr has preceded
you.” He said: “May Allah have mercy on Abu Bakr.
[ have never preceded him to any good at all except
that he preceded me to it.” [Narrated by Ahmad:;
classified by Al-Albani as Sahth (Authentic)]

This is Rabi‘ah ibn Ka‘b al-Aslami (may Allah be
pleased with him); his noble life story speaks of his
high resolve. When a precious opportunity
presented itself for him to ask, to wish, and to
request whatever he desired—when the Prophet
offered him, “Ask me, O Rabi‘ah,” meaning, “Ask for
whatever you wish, O Rabi‘ah”—his high resolve
would not allow him to ask for anything of the
worldly life. And had he asked, it would have been
permissible for him. But people of resolve and great
souls always seek what is better, more enduring,
and superior. So he said, decisively and with
certainty:
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“I request your companionship in Paradise, O
Messenger of Allah (¥).”: Indeed, it is high
aspiration, O servants of Allah, by which Rabi‘ah
transcended the bounds of this world—its
demands and its adornment—and even with

1 Narrated by Ahmad (7/360); classified by Al-Albani as Sahih (Authentic).
2 Narrated by Muslim (1/353).
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regard to Paradise itself, for he does not desire just
any place, but rather seeks the companionship of
the Beloved, the Chosen One, in al-Firdaws al-A‘la,
beneath the Throne of the Most Merciful, Majestic
is His Majesty. Have you seen what high aspiration
does to its owner? Have you seen how the people of
high aspirations are?

Let us continue with Rabi‘ah’s story and recall
that moving conversation that took place as the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) was preparing for the
prayer, and Rabi‘ah (%) had prepared his water for
ablution. He said: O Rabi‘ah, or something else? Do
you seek anything besides accompanying me in
Paradise? He replied: That is it, O Messenger of
Allah. He said: Then help me to accomplish this for
you by devoting yourself to frequent prostration.
Allah is the Greatest—O servants of Allah—look
where frequent prostration leads the Muslim.

“Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest)” — O
servants of Allah — look at the abundance of the
prayers: to what degree the believer is elevated by
them.

O servant of Allah, you will not make a single
prostration to Allah except that Allah raises you one
degree therewith and remits one of your sins
therewith.

The aspiration of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (may Allah
be pleased with both of them) was elevated after a
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dream he saw, which the Messenger of Allah (%)
interpreted for him, as he said:
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"What an excellent man ‘Abdullah is if only he
observes the night prayer.” [Agreed upon]: He did
not abandon Qiyam al-Layl thereafter; rather, he
would increase in prayer to the extent that he
would enliven the time between Dhuhr and ‘Asr
with prayer.

The Messenger of Allah (%) took ‘Abdullah ibn
‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him and his
father) by the shoulders and said:
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“Be in this world as if you are a stranger or a
wayfarer.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhari]: So ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him and his
father) acted upon this instruction regarding the
will to the extent that he used to say:
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"If you reach the evening, do not wait for the
morning, and if you reach the morning, do not wait
for the evening. Take from your health for your

sickness, and from your life for your death."
Narrated by Al-Bukharis.

! Narrated by Al-Bukhari (5/24) and Muslim (4/1927).
2 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (8/89).
3 Narrated by Al-Bukhari (8/89).
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Those are my fathers; then bring me the like of
them *** Those are my fathers; then bring me the
like of them:

As for Khalid ibn al-Walid (may Allah be pleased
with him), the unsheathed Sword of Allah, his
resolve reached the point that he uttered his
famous words: “There is no night in which a bride
is presented to me—whom I love—that is more
beloved to me than a night of severe cold, with
abundant frost, in a detachment in which [ wake at
dawn to face the enemy.”:

O servants of Allah! Indeed, these prayers that
we perform remind us of those people. A servant
who mentions his Prophet (¥), invokes Allah’s
peace and blessings upon him, and bears witness to
his Message more than thirty times each day is most
worthy of emulating him, being upon his path, and
increasing in love and longing for him. And when
the Muslim remembers the Intimate Friend of the
Most Merciful—Abraham (peace be upon him)—
the adherent of the easy, upright Hanifiyyah (pure
monotheism), the possessor of the great creed, the
father of the Prophets and the leader of the
monotheists; when he remembers him more than
twenty times each day, his resolve is lifted and his
soul rises toward that great Abrahamic perfection.

1 Diwan Al-Farazdaq (p. 360).
2 al-Jihad by Ibn al-Mubarak (p. 91).
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And whoever remembers the righteous servants
of Allah many times each day by sending peace
as-salihin" whlle hoping to be with them and
upon their path and way, it befits him that his way,
thought, conduct, and deeds conform to what he
seeks and hopes for, and that he take from their
guidance, counsel, and example that which spurs
him to noble virtues and raises his aspiration to the
highest ranks.

O servants of Allah! It is a sincere call to embody
the meanings of our prayers, to derive our vitality
from them, and to raise our children upon these
great meanings. How great these prayers are, and
how merciful Allah is to us that He ordained for us
five prayers every day and night—prayers that
uplift our aspirations, elevate our status, illuminate
the path for us, and gather us with the chosen
humankind: the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs,
and the righteous.

Now, invoke Allah's peace and blessings upon
the one upon whom Allah commanded you to
invoke His peace and blessmgs He Almlghty says:
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{Indeed, Allah sends His blessings upon the
Prophet, and His angels pray for him. O you who
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believe, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and send
him greetings of peace.} [Surat al-Ahzab: 56]

O Allah, bestow Your peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his noble and
pure family, and upon his wives, the Mothers of the
Believers, and upon his illustrious and blessed
Companions. And be pleased, our Lord, with the
Companions, the Tabi‘is, and those who follow
them with righteousness, and be pleased with us
along with them by Your grace and generosity, O
Most Generous of the generous.

O Allah, strengthen Islam and Muslims,
humiliate disbelief and disbelievers, reform the
conditions of all our Muslim brethren, and guide the
rulers of the Muslims to act by Your Book and
follow the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and forgive us,
our parents, their spouses, our progeny, and all
Muslims.

O Allah, aid us to remember You, thank You, and
worship You as due. Our Lord, give us in this world
what is good and in the Hereafter what is good, and
protect us from the punishment of the Fire.

0 servants of Allah!
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{Allah enjoins justice, kindness, and giving
relatives [their dues], and He forbids shameful acts,
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evil deeds and oppression. He exhorts you, so that
you may take heed,

Fulfill the covenant of Allah when you pledge,
and do not break oaths after confirming them,
having made Allah your witness, for Allah knows all
what you do.} [Surat an-Nahl: 90-91]
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This book

Given that the prayer holds such an immense
status in the religion of Allah, Muslims require
continual reminders of its importance, its proper
manner, humility in it, and its impact on their lives.

This book comprises twelve Friday sermons
(one for each month of the year). They serve as a
reference for the khatib, from which he may draw
what contributes to reminding the Muslims and
admonishing them to establish the Prayer as Allah,
Glorified and Exalted, has willed.
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