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Introduction

In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate,
the Most Merciful

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and
may Allah's peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his
Companions. To proceed:

This book is an attempt from us to provide a
guide to the right path, leading to the truth that
brings salvation in this world and the Hereafter and
to the desired happiness sought by the wise. It
presents the signs of this path and its essential
components and explains the beautiful gains that a
person will acquire if they follow this joyful path
that leads to peace and security. It also clarifies the
destructive consequences and enormous loss that
result from deviating from this path.

A person comes out of his mother's womb
unaware of anything. But Allah Almighty has
endowed them with hearing, sight, and the heart,
making them capable of acquiring knowledge
through these means. Allah, the Exalted, has
created humans as thinking and rational beings




who seek guidance and righteousness, seeking the
truth. Allah has instilled in them a natural
inclination towards love for goodness and hatred
for evil.

Thus, they continue to ponder and weigh
matters, comparing and attempting to establish
connections between causes and effects. They
strive to anticipate outcomes before they occur,
make efforts to avoid risks, and ward off harm.
During this process, they are confronted with
perplexing existential questions.

In this book, with the permission of Allah, you
will find the correct answers to all these perplexing
existential questions, such as:

Who created us?

Who created the universe around us?

Why are we here?

How we came here?

What is our ultimate destination?

Do we have to embrace a religion from among
the religions?

Does the truth exist in all these religions or only
in one religion?

Where is the truth? Which religion is the truth?
Which paths and religions achieve happiness in this
world and the Hereafter?

How can I distinguish between the true and the
false religion?




Is there an authentic divine book today that
edifies people with truth, guidance, and the religion
that Allah has approved for His creation?

[s it incumbent upon me to know the true
religion and find the way to it?

Who is the Creator? What are His attributes?

How can we get access to Him and draw close to
Him?

Which religious reformers followed the truth?
Which of them was on the straight path?

How can we distinguish between a prophet sent
by Allah Almighty and a fraudulent impostor?

Do our deeds, whether good or bad, impact us?
Will we be held accountable for such deeds?

Will the reckoning occur in cycles of repeated
lives or in a separate world beyond the realm of the
earthly life, which is the life of the Hereafter?

Philosophies and religions differ in their
answers to these questions. All attempts to answer
these questions by distorted or man-made religions
or philosophies fall short of the truth. So, what is the
truth? And what is the satisfactory answer to all of
this?

Thus, we hope that you will find in this book a
satisfactory answer to all of the previous questions.
We have titled it "The Straight Path to the Truth"
because the straight path is the best path, and it is
the one thatleads to the goal in the fastest way. And
because all the paths that man takes to reach the
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truth other than the path of the messengers are
crooked paths.

Now, we move on to the greatest issue that has
been confusing throughout history, which is the
issue of the existence of the Almighty Lord, His
Lordship, His names, His attributes, and His
divinity.

We ask Allah, the Exalted, to grant us success in
achieving this. Praise be to Allah, Lord of the
worlds, and may the peace and blessings be upon
the one sent as a mercy to the worlds.

Chapter One: The Lord, Almighty and

Majestic, His Lordship, Names, Attributes,
and His Divinity

First Topic: Proofs of the Lord's Existence
Entailing His Lordship

The existence of the Lord, the Exalted, is too
obvious to need proof. If a person needs proof to
prove the existence of the Lord, this indicates that
his understanding of this great issue is defective;
because the existence of the Lord is a necessary
issue, meaning that when a person's natural
disposition is free from deviation; he finds that
believing in the existence of Allah is an inevitable
necessity that he cannot resist or remove from his
mind and heart.




It is also an innate issue that people are created
upon. All people are disposed to believe in the
existence of the Almighty Lord, His Lordship, and
His divinity. Sound minds that are free from
deviation are certain of the existence of the Lord;
may He be exalted. In fact, the greatest truth in
existence is the existence of the Lord, may He be
exalted, and that He is the Creator, and everything
else is created. The worst lie that humans have
fabricated is the claim that there is a partner along
with Allah, and worse than it is denying the
existence of the Lord, may He be exalted. Despite
this, we will present some proofs indicating the
existence of the Lord, glory be to Him, because
some readers may be confused about this matter
due to the spread of atheistic stupidity in
contemporary cultures. Here are some of such
proofs:

First proof: Allah Almighty is, in Himself, the
major and greatest witness to His existence. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Say, “Whose testimony is the greatest?” Say,
“Allah is Witness between me and you.} [Surat al-
An‘am: 19] If the hearts and eyes are blinded from
knowing Him and seeing the evidence of His
existence and Lordship, then by which proof would
you infer knowledge of Allah and faith in Him?




Therefore, the messengers, peace be upon them,
said to their people as Allah informed about them:
{5 el sald) Hhals Sl af)

{Can there be any doubt about Allah, the Creator
of the heavens and earth?} [Surat Ibrahim: 10] So,
there is no doubt in Allah's existence and Lordship.
Only those with a corrupt nature and disturbed
minds would doubt this fact. Every created being is
a witness to the existence of the Creator, and there
is a sign in everything indicating His Lordship. So
how do the eyes and hearts become blind from
seeing thousands of evidence and signs?

Second proof: The existence of creatures is one
of the greatest evidences of the existence of the
Creator, the Almighty Lord. How can a creature
create itself? Or how can a creature come to being
without a creator? Who invented its creation,
perfected its form, fashioned it in the best form, and
deposited a mind, heart, hearing, and sight in it?
Can this exist without a creator or maker?! This is
known to everyone: no one has created themselves,
and their existence cannot be without a creator. So,
there remains only one truth: the existence of a
Creator who is capable of that, who is the Lord,
glorified and exalted. And due to this decisive
evidence and conclusive proof, Allah has affirmed it
in the Qur’an with His saying:
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{Were they created by none, or were they the
creators [of themselves]?

Or did they create the heavens and earth?
Rather, they are not certain in faith.} [Surat at Tur:
35-36] This verse contains compelling and
embarrassing questions for those who claim the
nonexistence of a creator. These questions are:

Were man and all other creatures created
without a creator?

Did they create themselves as well as these
created worlds?

Did man create the heavens and the earth?

Answer: No. In fact, there is a Creator who
created these creatures along with the heavens and
the earth, namely the Lord, the Exalted and
Glorified.

This self-evident fact: (that there is a Creator
who created all the creation) is an essential innate
fact that cannot be denied or ignored.

Third proof: One of the most significant
evidences of the existence of the Lord, the Almighty
and Exalted, is the creation of the heavens and the
earth and the immense creations within them that
cannot be encompassed. There are also the worlds
between them that humans continue to discover
and learn about. Therefore, the Almighty Lord
praised Himself, saying:
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{All praise is for Allah, who created the heavens
and earth and made darkness and light, yet those
who disbelieve set up equals to their Lord.} [Surat
al-An‘am: 1] Allah Almighty also says:
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{The creation of the heavens and earth is far
greater than the creation of mankind, but most
people do not know.} [Surat Ghafir: 57] If these
magnificent creations are not evidence of Allah
Almighty and a witness to His existence, then what
can reason rely upon to know who created and
brought them into existence?

Fourth proof: When one looks at this immense
universe, he finds that it has been prepared by the
Almighty Lord in an astounding manner that
indicates the existence of a Creator who is
knowledgeable, capable, and has a will. Allah
mentioned this preparation in His Book, saying:
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{Have We not made the earth a resting place?

And the mountains as stakes

and created you in pairs

and made your sleep for rest,




and made the night a covering

and made the day for seeking a livelihood

and built above you seven mighty heavens

and made therein a blazing lamp

and sent down from the rainclouds abundant
water

so that We may produce thereby grains and
vegetation

and gardens with dense foliage?} [Surat an-
Naba’: 6-16]

These noble verses tell us that Allah has
prepared the place for man before He created him.
He made the earth a resting place and then
mentioned the creation of man. He prepared for
him the means of rest through sleep and made the
day a time for earning a living. He built a roof over
his dwelling, which is the sky, and placed in it the
illuminating star. Then He sent down water from
the sky and brought forth from it for man and cattle
the food they eat. The Lord has prepared the
dwelling before creating the dweller. Then, even
with all of this, man - whose nature has been
corrupted - denies the existence of the Lord,
Glorified and Exalted.

Fifth proof: Everything in the universe is a
witness to the existence of the Almighty and
Exalted Lord. There is close-up proof that you deal
with every day, and the subject of this proof is
indispensable, namely the food you eat. Look how
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Allah guided the mind to the details of finding food
in existence and made it a witness to His existence
and Lordship. Allah Almighty says:
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{Let man consider the food he eats:

How We pour down rainwater in torrents,

and cause the soil to split open [for sprouts],

and cause grains to grow in it,

as well as grapes and fodder,

and olive trees and date palms,

and dense orchards,

and fruits and grass,

as provision for you and your livestock.} [Surat
‘Abasa: 25-32]

Then, who poured down water from the sky?

Who split the soil open for water to penetrate it
and caused vegetation to grow?

And who planted all kinds of crops and fruits in
it to be food for us and our livestock? What if Allah
did not send down water? What if Allah Almighty
made the earth a solid rock that does not absorb
water or produce plants? What if the nature of the
earth was detrimental to the seeds that are thrown
into it? What if Allah prevented plants and crops
from producing fruits? How would humans and
animals feed? However, this is the work of Allah,
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who has perfected everything He has created.
Would not this exquisite creation and this silencing
witness be among the most conclusive evidence of
the existence of the Exalted Lord and His Lordship?

Sixth proof: Once, an arrogant tyrant argued
with Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him),
denying the existence of Allah Almighty as stated in
the verse where Allah Almighty says:
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{Have you not considered the one who argued
with Abraham about his Lord, as Allah had given
him kingship? When Abraham said, “My Lord is the
One Who gives life and causes death.” He said, “I
give life and cause death.”} [Surat al-Bagarah: 258]
So, this arrogant denier of the existence of the Lord
denied the clear evidence that indicates the
existence of the Lord, which is that Allah is the one
who gives life and causes death. He said: "I give life
and cause death." He added: "I can release a man
from prison who was sentenced to death, so it is as
if I brought him back to life. I can kill another, so |
am the one who caused his death." When Ibrahim
(peace be upon him) heard his stubborn and
arrogant statements, he confronted him with
irrefutable evidence. Allah Almighty informs about
this as he says:
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{“Itis Allah Who brings the sun from the east, so
bring it from the west.” Thus, the disbeliever was
dumbfounded, and Allah does not guide the
wrongdoing people} [Surat al-Bagarah: 258] Who
then causes the sun to rise from the east? If the
denier insists on denying that, then let him bring
the sun from the west. And who created these
celestial bodies and planets? Who is the one who
guides them and makes them function with a
precise system? If the sun comes closer, the earth
will burn, and if it moves away, the earth will freeze.
If these planets approach each other, they will
collide and scatter, causing a change in the universe
around us, corrupting its system, and disrupting its
structure. The Lord, Almighty and Exalted, is the
one who created all this.

Seventh Proof: When Pharaoh claimed lordship,
he asked Prophet Misa (peace be upon him) a
challenging question, saying as Allah informed
about him:

{hsa G &S o)

{“So, who is the Lord of you two, O Moses?"}
[Surat Ta-ha: 49] Miusa, however, provided a
silencing irrefutable answer to his question, saying:
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{He said, “Our Lord is the One Who gave
everything its form and then guided it.”} [Surat Ta-
ha: 50] So, the argument Miisa (peace be upon him)
used is that it is Allah who gave everything its
creation and then guided it. Who created the
creation and brought it into existence? And who
taught every creature how to live, reproduce, and
sustain itself, how to protect itself from harm, and
how to strive to manage its affairs? We see all
creatures, except humans, come into existence with
complete knowledge. Who taught the bird to hatch
from an egg or the insect to come out from its egg
and act as its ancestors did in all their affairs?

Who brought man out of his mother's womb,
knowing nothing, and gave him hearing, sight, and
heart to acquire knowledge, innovate, find guidance
for himself and others, and develop life, its tools,
and means? Who taught and inspired him other
than Allah, who gave everything its creation and
then guided it? Is it possible that Allah guides
humans to everything they need and everything
that benefits them, and then they fail to be guided
to the Almighty Lord?

Eighth Proof: Every person experiences great
distress that they cannot overcome through normal
means, such as declaring a state of emergency on an
airplane while it is in the air or facing a calamity
that they cannot fend off. In these situations, one
finds himself compelled to turn to the Almighty
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Lord, regardless of their belief in Him or distance
from Him. Even an atheist, when faced with
adversity, resorts to Allah. This is a necessity that a
person cannot get over on his own. That is when
one is afflicted with hardship and calamity, he finds
himself unknowingly turning to the Lord, Almighty
and Exalted. Is not this involuntary resorting, which
each one of us experiences, the best witness to the
existence of the Lord, Almighty and Exalted? Allah
says:
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{Say, “Who rescues you from the darkness of the
land and sea? You invoke Him humbly and
privately, ‘If only He rescues us from this, we will
certainly be among those who are grateful.””

Say, “Allah rescues you from it and from every
distress, yet you associate partners with Him.”}
[Surat al-An‘am: 63-64]

After mentioning some proofs indicating the
existence of the Lord, Almighty and Exalted, we will
mention some evidence of His lordship. Every
evidence that points to the existence also points to
His lordship, and every evidence of His lordship is a
witness and proof of the existence of the Lord,
Almighty and Exalted.

We will mention only four out of these pieces of
evidence:
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First: One of the greatest proofs and witnesses of
the Lordship of the Lord, Almighty and Exalted, is
the creating of the creation. The creation is a
witness to its Creator and Inventor. It testifies that
the One Who brought it into existence is a
knowledgeable, capable, and willing Lord Who does
whatever He wishes and commands whatever He
wills. Allah says:
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{This is Allah’s creation. So, show Me what
others besides Him have created. In fact, the
wrongdoers are clearly misguided.} [Surat
Lugman: 11] This is a profound challenge. So,
whoever claims that there is another creator
alongside Allah should provide us with evidence of
the creations of this alleged creator. Since there is
no creation other than Allah's creation, and
everything in existence is His creation, this entails
that there is no creator other than Him, no true
Lord besides Him, and no deity worthy of worship
other than Him. Allah says:

{osnR 8 GG Y 08 1 oy

{Is then He Who creates equal to one who
cannot create? Will you not then take heed?} [Surat
an-Nahl: 17] This is a question from the Lord
Almighty to the creation: Is the one who creates
equal to the one who does not create? Is it
reasonable and fair to consider the capable Creator
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and the helpless one as equals who do not create
anything? Rather, he did not create himself and
cannot even benefit from or ward off harm from
himself.

Second: The Lord Almighty mentioned among
His signs that indicate His lordship and deserving of
worship: the creation of the heavens and the earth,
the diversity of the languages of creation and the
multiplicity of their tongues, and the diversity of
their colors, although they all have the same father,
Adam, and the same mother, Eve. Among His signs
-as well- is this amazing sleep that the All-Knowing,
the All-Powerful, has managed, knowing that
humans are weak and cannot stay awake
throughout their lives. He made the night a time for
sleep and the day for seeking sustenance. Does this
not prove that there is a great, knowledgeable, and
capable Creator who deserves to be worshiped
alone, without any partners in worship or seeking
assistance? Allah Almighty says:
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{And among His signs is the creation of the
heavens and earth and the diversity of your tongues
and colors. Indeed, there are signs in this for those
who have knowledge.
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And among His signs is your sleep by night and
day, and your seeking of His bounty [by day].
Indeed, there are signs in this for people who
listen.} [Surat ar-Rum: 22-23]

Third: Indeed, the creation of humans and
making them succeed one another, the
establishment of the sky as a canopy and the earth
as a bed and resting place, the descent of water
from the sky, and the bringing forth of fruits from
the plants of the earth, as sustenance for the slaves
- these are the greatest evidence of Allah's lordship
over His creation and His deserving of worship.
Allah Almlghty says:
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{O people, worship your Lord, who created you
and those before you, so that you may become
righteous;

He Who made the earth a resting place for you,
and the sky a canopy; and sends down rain from the
sky, and brings forth fruits thereby as a provision
for you. So do not set up rivals to Allah while you
know} [Surat al-Bagarah: 21-22] This verse
contains a call to people to worship Allah because
He is the only Creator and Provider; may He be
Exalted.
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Fourth: The perfect knowledge of the Lord, may
He be Exalted, of what was and will be, is the
greatest proof of the Lordship of the Lord, Almighty
and Exalted. Allah Almighty says:
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{He alone has the keys of the unseen; no one
knows them except Him. He knows what is in the
land and sea. Not a leaf falls without His knowledge,
nor a grain in the darkness of the earth, nor
anything moist or dry, but is [written] in a Clear
Record} [Surat al-An‘am: 59] The knowledge of the
Almighty Lord encompasses all things, He says:
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{We have created man and know what his soul
whispers within him, for We are closer to him than
his jugular vein} [Surat Qaf: 16] All this is a clear
proof and a conclusive argument on the Lordship of
Allah, and that He is the only One to Whom worship
is fitting, may He be Exalted. Allah Almighty says:
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{.. so that you may know that Allah is Most
Capable of all things and that Allah has
encompassed everything in knowledge.} [Surat at-
Talaq: 12] Even the complete ignorance of man,
who knows only what Allah has taught him, is proof
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of the knowledge of the Lord; may He be Exalted.
Allah Almighty says:
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{Allah brought you out from your mothers’
wombs not knowing anything, and He gave you
hearing, sight and intellect, so that you may be
grateful} [Surat an-Nahl: 78]

Second Topic: Attributes and Beautiful
Names of the Almighty Lord

Does the Lord, may He be Exalted, have
attributes, names, and actions? Who described and
gave Him such names? Can we describe or name
Him on our own? Does the Lord love any of His
creations and show affection towards them? Does
the Lord hate any of His creations? What is the
reason for His love towards some and His hatred
towards others? Do the actions and worship of His
slaves benefit Him?

We will answer these questions, Allah willing, by
saying: The Lord, may He be Exalted, has the most
sublime attributes and the most beautiful names
that have reached the utmost beauty, and nothing
is better than them. There is an attribute and an
action derived from each name of His beautiful
names.

For example, one of His names is "Allah,"
meaning the worshiped deity to whom worship is
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exclusively due. There is no god but Him, no Creator
other than Him, and no Lord other than Him, who
deserves all kinds of worship, and for this reason,
He decreed that we should worship only Him.

Another name is Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim, "The
Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate,” meaning
the Most Merciful and Most Compassionate Lord of
the worldly life and the Hereafter, who decreed
mercy upon Himself. He is the Most Merciful of the
merciful, whose mercy encompasses everything; by
it, the creatures are merciful to one another. So, the
name is "The Most Merciful," the attribute is
"mercy,” and the action is that Allah shows mercy
to His slaves and has created mercy in them. Thus,
the creatures show mercy to one another, which is
one of the effects of the mercy of Allah.

And among His names are Al- ‘Aliyy Al- A‘la (the
High, the Most High), the Possessor of superiority
over everything. He is above everything, and
everything is beneath Him. He is High above His
creation in terms of His essence, attributes, power,
and dominance. He possesses complete and perfect
highness. Glory be to Him.

Al-Quddus (the Most Holy) to Whom belong the
attributes of perfection. He is free from any
deficiency or inappropriateness and exalted above
all peers and rivals.

Al- ‘Alim (the All-Knowing), Whose knowledge
encompasses all things, past and future, apparent
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and hidden, moving, and stationary, grand and
insignificant. He knows in advance the number of
provisions for His creation, their actions, their life
terms, their movements, and stillness. Allah
Almighty says:
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{He alone has the keys of the unseen; no one
knows them except Him. He knows what is in the
land and sea. Not a leaf falls without His knowledge,
nor a grain in the darkness of the earth, nor
anything moist or dry, but is [written] in a Clear
Record.} [Surat al-An‘am: 59]

Al-Latif (the Subtle), Who bestows upon His
slave's wellness, assistance, pardon, mercy, favor,
and kindness. One of the meanings of His subtlety is
His profound understanding of the secrets of
matters. He is aware of them in detail, in general, in
secret, and in manifest. He knows about the
conditions, statements, and actions of His
creatures, what they have done, how they have
done it, where they have done it, and when they
have done it, in terms of its nature, manner, place,
and time.

Al-Halim (the Forbearing), Who does not hasten
to punish those who disobey Him. Instead, He
bestows wellness upon them and gives them
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respite to repent. Then, Allah accepts their
repentance, for He is the Accepting of repentance,
the Greatest.

Al-Hakim (the Wise), Whose wisdom is manifest
in the accuracy and perfection of His creation and
management. He is wise in His legislation and
decrees that are just and kind. He possesses far-
reaching wisdom and definitive evidence. He is just,
and His rulings are just; his legislation and
judgment are just.

As-Samad (the Eternal Refuge) to Whom all
creatures turn for their needs and requests. He is
the One sought to fulfill desires and refuge in times
of calamity. To Him, all requests are raised, and
from Him, the fulfillment of needs is sought. He is
not afflicted by any shortcomings. He is the Master
with complete supremacy and the Great with
complete greatness.:

These are not the only names of Allah, the Mighty
and Majestic. In fact, His names are numerous and
cannot be encompassed. They are indicative of His
perfection, greatness, and majesty.

The Lord, the Mighty and Majestic, is the One
Who named Himself with His beautiful names and
described Himself with His sublime attributes. The
messengers of Allah (peace be upon them)
informed their nations of this. It is not permissible

1 Ma‘arij Al-Qabil Bi Sharh Sullam Al-Wusiil (1/3-7).
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for anyone to name or describe Allah except with
what He named and described Himself or what His
prophets (peace be upon them) named and
described Him.

As for: Does the Lord love any of His creatures
and show affection to them? And: Does the Lord
hate any of His creatures? What is the reason for His
love for some and His hatred for others? We say:
Yes, indeed Allah loves from among the people the
believers who have faith in Him, worship Him, and
believe in His prophets (peace be upon them). He
loves those who do good and those who repent. He
loves those who purify themselves, those who
perform righteous deeds, love good for creation,
and those whose manners are good. Allah loves
them, rewards them in this world and the
Hereafter, shows affection to them, and grants them
acceptance on the earth and in heaven. He dislikes
the disbelievers who do not believe in Allah and the
Last Day, who deny Him, do not worship Him, but
worship other gods alongside Him, and reject His
messengers (peace be upon them). They are those
who harm the creation, and their manners are
blameworthy.

Does the Lord benefit from the deeds and acts of
worship done by His slaves? Answering this, we
say: Indeed, Allah is Self-Sufficient and is of no need
to His creation. Acts of obedience do not increase
His perfection or majesty, just as acts of
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disobedience do not diminish or harm Him,
Glorified and Exalted be He. The deeds and acts of
obedience done by His slaves benefit them alone,
and the sinful person only harms himself. Abu
Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him) reported
that the Prophet (¥) narrated that Allah the
Almighty said in a Hadith Qudsi:
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"0 My slaves, | have made oppression forbidden for
Myself and have made it forbidden amongst you, so
do not oppress one another. O My slaves, all of you
are misguided except those whom I guide, so seek
guidance from Me, and I shall guide you. O My
slaves, all of you are hungry except those whom I
feed, so ask Me for food, and I shall feed you. 0 My
slaves, all of you are naked except those whom I
clothe, so ask Me for clothes, and I shall clothe you.
0, my slaves, you commit sins by night and by day,
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and I forgive all sins, so ask Me for forgiveness, and
[ shall forgive you. O My slaves, you can neither do
Me any harm nor can you do Me any good. O My
slaves, if the first and the last amongst you and all
humans and Jinns were all as pious as the most
pious heart of any individual amongst you, that
would add nothing to My power and dominion. O
My slaves, if the first and the last amongst you and
all humans and Jinns were all as wicked as the most
wicked heart of any individual amongst you, it
would cause no loss to My power and dominion. O
My slaves, if the first and the last amongst you and
all humans and Jinn were all to stand together in
one place and ask of Me, and [ were to give everyone
what he requested, then that would not decrease
what I possess, except what is decreased of the sea
when a needle is dipped into it. 0 My slaves, it is
only your deeds that you will be held accountable
for, then I shall recompense you for it. So, whoever
finds good, let him praise Allah, and whoever finds
other than that, let him blame no one but himself."

There are some issues related to the beautiful
names of Allah and His sublime attributes that need
to be clarified; they are as follows:

First: Allah is described with the attributes of
perfection, majesty, and beauty. All His attributes,
Glorified and Exalted be He, are attributes of

1 Sahih Muslim (2577).
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perfection, majesty, and beauty, and there is no
deficiency in them in any way. Any perfection that
is free of deficiency, Allah Almighty is more
deserving of it. As for perfection that is indicative of
one's need for it, such as the need of a parent for a
child and the need of each spouse for the other, this
cannot be attributed to the Lord, Glorified and
Exalted be He. This is because the created beings
are in need of offspring and spouses, unlike the
Lord, who is of no need for His creation. To Him
belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth.

Second: The Lord, Glorified and Exalted be He,
has no likeness or equal, neither in His essence,
attributes, nor in His names. To Him belong the
beautiful names and sublime attributes, as He
described Himself, Glorified and Exalted be He,
saying:
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{There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.} [Surat ash-Shura: 11]
His attributes do not resemble the attributes of the
creation, and likewise, His names do not resemble
the names of the creation. The Lord, Glorified and
Exalted be He, is not similar to His creation, but He
possesses absolute perfection, as He described
Himself saying:
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{It is He Who originates the creation and then
repeats it, which is easier for Him. To Him belong
the most sublime attributes in the heavens and
earth, and He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise} [Surat
ar-Rim: 27] The Lord, Glorified and Exalted be He,
has not begotten, nor was He begotten, and there is
no one comparable to Him, nor any partner with
Him. Rather, He is Allah, the One, the Unique, and
the Eternal Refuge. All creatures resort to Him for
all their affairs.

Third: The Lord, Glorified and Exalted be He,
possesses absolute exaltation: exaltation in His
essence, attributes, decree, and power. He is above
His creation, established upon His Throne, and the
Glorious Throne is above the heavens. He does not
mix with His creation, nor does He incarnate within
His creation, and none of His creation can incarnate
within His essence, Glorified and Exalted be He. He
does not unite with any of His creation, Exalted be
He. This is because the one who unites is in need of
the one they unite with, which is not the case with
Allah. Rather, He is Self-Sufficient without any need
for anything. He, the Glorified and Exalted,
possesses exaltation in His names and attributes.
Although high exalted above the creation, He is
aware of everything on the earth and in the
heavens, knowing what the souls whisper and what
the chests conceal. He is close to His creation
through His knowledge, encompassing, and power.
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He answers the supplicant, aids the distressed, and
relieves the sorrow of the afflicted. Glorified and
Exalted be He.

Fourth: The Lord, Glorified and Exalted, is the
Creator and everything apart from Him is created.
He is the Lord of all creation, and all others are
subject to His lordship. He is the King and the
Owner of everything, and all besides Him are
owned and lacking the ability to bring benefit or
cause harm to themselves. Thus, all others, whether
they are angels, prophets, righteous individuals, or
common people, are slaves owned by the Lord, the
Glorified and Exalted. They do not possess benefits
or harm for themselves. All of them fear Him, have
hope in Him, rely upon Him, and when affliction
befalls them, they turn to Him.

Fifth: The attributes of all entities worshiped
besides Allah are necessarily indicative of
deficiency, inability, and need. They were nothing
until Allah created them, brought them into
existence, and provided them with hearing, sight,
and hearts. When their appointed time ends, they
are destined to death. They are all in need of the
Lord, Almighty and Exalted.

In fact, whatever is worshiped besides Allah
cannot benefit themselves, extend their lifespan, or
ward off the harm that befalls them. Rather, all who
are worshiped besides Allah are subject to
calamities, may be killed or expelled from their
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homeland, or harmed by their enemies. They
cannot protect themselves from these afflictions,
nor can they benefit those who worship them or
remove harm from those who seek their help.
Instead, they are lifeless, unable to hear those who
call upon them. If they were truly worthy of
worship, they would have prevented death from
befalling them and repelled harm from themselves
and those who sought their help. They do not even
respond to those who invoke them, so how can
those who worship them have hope in them or fear
them?

Third Topic: The lordship of the Lord of the
Worlds Necessitates His divinity

In the previous chapters, we touched upon some
points that shed light on some aspects of the Lord's
Lordship. Now, we will explore the most profound
meanings of lordship that make it imperative for
humanity to worship Allah alone without any
partners. Among them are the following:

First: The Lord, the Almighty and Exalted, is the
One Who created all creatures. He brought them
into existence after they had been nothing. He
provides for them and has subjected for them what
is in the heavens and the earth. This fact is firmly
instilled in human nature; Allah Almighty says:
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{If you ask them who created the heavens and
earth and subjected the sun and moon, they will
surely say, “Allah.” How are they then deluded?

Allah extends provision to whom He wills of His
slaves or restricts it. Indeed, Allah is All-Knowing of
everything.

If you ask them who sends down rain from the
sky, then revives therewith the land after its death,
they will surely say, “Allah”. Say, “All praise is for
Allah,” but most of them do not understand.} [Surat
al-‘Ankabut] Bearing in mind that the Lord alone
independently created the creation and gives them
sustenance, then, He is the deified God who
deserves to be worshiped alone. If those worshiped
besides Allah can neither create anything nor
provide for anyone, so how can they be worshiped
besides Allah or taken as partners with the Lord,
the Almighty?

Second: The Lord, the Glorified and Exalted, is
the One Who manages the affairs of all the creation.
He is their Owner, and to Him belongs the dominion
of the heavens and the earth, Exalted be He.
Everything besides Him is governed and owned,
subject to the Lordship of Allah and His compelling
power. He is the One Who helps the desperate and
answers the call of those in distress. He is the One
Who gives life and causes death, so no one else can
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give life to a dead person. Allah alone is the One
Who causes death to whom He wills and gives life
to whom He wills. He says:
4.\3\uj:wd}ma_\u.m&\m\mguawdu@fﬁu\wU\L@\h&}
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{Say [O Prophet], “O people, if you are in doubt
about my religion, then I do not worship those
whom you worship besides Allah. But I worship
Allah, Who causes you to die, and I have been
commanded to be one of the believers.} [Surat
Yunus: 104] Allah Almighty also says:
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{Allah has created you, then He causes you to
die.} [Surat an-Nahl: 70]

Also, Allah, the Exalted, does not allow anyone
from His creation to intercede for others in this
world, but on the Day of Judgment, the Lord
Almighty will grant permission to the prophets,
angels, and people entitled to intercession, to
intercede for whomever He wills, by His permission
after the Lord permits the intercessor and is
pleased with the one for whom intercession is
made. Having this in mind, we come to know that
none of those who are worshiped besides Allah,
whether they are a sent prophet, a favored angel, a
spirit from the spirits of the ancestors and
forefathers, a planet, an entity revered rightfully or
unrightfully, or alleged gods- we come to know that
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none of them can manage any affair without Allah,
intercede for anyone in this life, give life or cause
death, alleviate distress or help the desperate,
provide sustenance, grant offspring to a parent, or
send down tranquility and serenity in the heart.
Rather, all of this can only be done by the Lord
Almighty. This is known to most of creation, except
for those who are confused due to their upbringing
and surrounding culture. Allah Almighty says:
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{If you ask them who created the heavens and
earth, they will surely say, “Allah.” Say, “Then tell
me about those whom you supplicate besides Allah;
if Allah wills to harm me, can they remove His
harm? Or if He wills mercy for me, can they
withhold His mercy?” Say, “Allah is sufficient for
me; in Him alone do the reliant put their trust.”}
[Surat az-Zumar: 38]

Third: Every person finds within themselves a
great desire for religiosity and worship, which is an
innate need that cannot be suppressed. Therefore,
there is no nation but has a deity to whom they turn
because, within the soul, there is a self-
acknowledged need for the Creator, the Almighty,
upon Whom man wants to rely in times of ease and
hardship. In times of ease, they show gratefulness
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and humbleness, seeking more of His blessings, and
in times of hardship, they seek refuge from the
afflictions that have befallen them. This can only be
realized by resorting to the Lord, the Exalted and
Glorified. This reliance and need that every one of
us finds within ourselves is evidence that everyone
is subject to His lordship, is in need and dependent
on the Lord, the Almighty, even if they happen to
ascribe might to a creature like themselves, which
was nothing, and will eventually become nothing
again. Then Allah, Glorified and Exalted, will
resurrect all of them on the Day of Resurrection and
hold them accountable for their deeds. There, they
will dispute among themselves, as we will explain
later in our discussion about the Day of Judgment,
Allah willing.

Fourth: The Lord, the Exalted and Glorified, is
the One Who revealed the religion and legislated
the laws for the creation. He is the One Who guides
them to His religion and has established the
arguments and proofs that indicate that His religion
is the truth and that it is the most upright way and
the straight path. Allah Almighty says:
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{These messengers were sent as bearers of glad
tidings and as warners so that the people may have
no excuse before Allah after [the coming of] the
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messengers. For Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.}
[Surat an-Nisa’: 165]

Allah gives good tidings to the believers, who
follow the commands of Allah, of abundant
goodness in the worldly life and permanent bliss in
the Hereafter. He warns of violating His religion and
legislation. He is the One Who makes lawful what is
lawful and clarifies it and makes unlawful what is
unlawful and warns against it and informs about
the punishment of whoever commits it or violates
His legislation. Allah Almighty says:
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{On the Day when We raise up against every

community a witness from among themselves, we
will bring you [0 Prophet] as a witness against
these [people]. We have sent down to you the Book
as an explanation of everything and as a guidance,
mercy, and glad tidings for the Muslims.} [Surat an-
Nahl: 89]

No one of the creation has the right to set a law
or establish a religion. Whoever legislates a religion
or establishes a faith has committed a great sin and
set himself a partner with the Lord, the Exalted. No
one of the creation - whomsoever - is a partner with
Allah. Rather, whoever sets himself as a partner
with Allah has disbelieved in Allah. Allah will
undertake to exact retribution against him in this
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world and the Hereafter and will burn him in fire
eternally. Allah Almighty says:
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{Who does greater wrong than he who
fabricates lies against Allah? Such people will be
presented before their Lord, and the witnesses will
say, “These are the ones who lied against their
Lord.” Indeed, Allah’s curse 1is upon the
wrongdoers.} [Surat Hud: 18] Allah Almighty
further says about Pharaoh and his people:
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{They were pursued by a curse in this world as
well as on the Day of Resurrection. What a terrible
gift to receive!} [Surat Hud: 99] That is, a curse will
follow them in this worldly life, and another curse
is awaiting them in the Hereafter. We seek refuge
with Allah.

Since Allah is the One Who revealed the religion
and legislated the laws, He creates whatever He
wills and chooses. He, Glorified be He, chooses from
among the places and times what He wills and
declares them as honored and designated times and
places for worship, such as Makkah and the month
of Ramadan. Likewise, He chooses from His
creation whomever He wills to guide them to His
religion and diverts those whom He wills from His
religion, those who arrogantly reject it, turn away
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from it, and deny it. No one from the creation,
whoever they may be, has a right to sanctify specific
time, place, individuals, actions, or conditions. All
people are equal, and no one has any superiority
over another except through piety, faith, and
righteous deeds. Whoever is righteous and purifies
himself, then he purifies himself only for his own
benefit; and whoever goes astray, then he does so
to his own loss. And by this, it is known that
whoever claims for himself, or others claim for him,
any authority in legislating anything in the religion
or inventing acts of worship, he is a fabricator and
a liar.

Fifth: The Exalted and Majestic Lord has perfect
wisdom in the laws He legislated and the limits He
ordained. His legislation is of utmost perfection and
precision. He allowed everything that is in the best
interests of man or ensures the survival of his
lineage and his fulfillment of the greatest task with
which he was charged, which is to worship Allah
Almighty alone and to populate the earth with
goodness. On the other hand, He has prohibited
anything that contradicts that, such as associating
partners with Him, killing, obscenities, sins,
transgressions, and injustice towards creation.
These laws and limits safeguard people's religion
and wealth, protect their lives, ensure the
soundness of their minds and the continuity of their
lineage, and are suitable for human beings in every

37




place and time. They are to be applied to all people
with complete justice, without showing favoritism
to the rich because of their wealth, to the powerful
because of their status, or to the honorable because
of their lineage. Rather, everyone is equal before
the law and judgment of Allah.

Today, man may believe that he has reached the
pinnacle of human perfection. However, each state
has its own laws and does not accept the laws of
others. All these laws have failed to achieve
universal peace, and could not grant people
security concerning their religion, homeland, lives,
offspring, minds, and wealth. This confirms the
need of people for a divine law that the Lord has
revealed for all of His creation and was not
established by a person who favors a particular
group or faction at the expense of others.

Fourth Topic: Divinity of the Lord, Exalted be
He

As we mentioned before, the Lord Almighty is
the Creator, Provider, Manager and Owner of
everything in the heavens and the earth; and He is
the One Who gives life and causes death. Since the
Lord alone possesses these qualities, He alone
deserves to be worshiped. All entities worshiped
instead of Allah do not deserve to be worshiped
because they cannot create, give sustenance,
manage affairs, or possess anything independently.
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They cannot give life or cause death, nor can they
bring about benefit or cause harm. Worshiping
anything other than Allah is an invalid worship that
does not benefit the worshiper. On the contrary, it
is a source of loss for them in worldly life and the
Hereafter. They are losers in this life because they
waste their time on something that does not avail
them and spend their money on what does not
bring them any benefit. They will not attain the
blessings of worship and its fruits. Then, in the
Hereafter, Allah will punish them severely for
worshiping other than Him.

The divinity of the Lord, the Exalted and
Glorified, implies two matters:

First, one should dedicate all their worship
solely to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds, without
directing any part of it to others other than Allah
and without associating any partners with Allah in
worship. Allah Almighty says:
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{Say [O Prophet], “Indeed, my Lord has guided
me to a straight path, an upright religion, the faith
of Abraham, inclining to the true faith, and he was
not one of those who associate partners with Allah.”

Say, “Indeed, my prayer, my sacrifice, my living
and my dying are all for Allah, Lord of the worlds.
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* He has no partner. This is what I have been
commanded, and [ am the first to submit to Allah.”}
[Surat al-An‘am: 161-163]

Second: To believe that whatever is worshiped
besides Allah, its worship is invalid, and they are
not worthy of worship, and to believe that those
who worship other than Allah are committing the
grave sin of associating partners with Allah, the
Greatest.

These two meanings are encapsulated in the
statement: "La ilaha illa Allah" (There is no deity
worthy of worship except Allah). It negates the
worthiness of true worship from anything
worshiped instead of Allah, and affirms true
worship for Allah alone, without any partners. Allah
Almighty says:
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{That is because Allah is the Truth; He alone
gives life to the dead, and He is the Most Capable of
all things.} [Surat al-Hajj: 6]

Worship: It encompasses all acts of obedience
and worship commanded by Allah, including
verbal, physical, outward and inward acts, such as
Tawhid (monotheism), fear of Allah and hope in
Him, prayer, Zakah, fasting, Hajj, truthful speech,
discharging of trusts, dutifulness to parents,
maintaining ties of kinship, fulfilling covenants. In
addition to abstaining from what Allah has
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forbidden and prohibited, such as polytheism,
killing, injustice, fornication, and causing mischief
on the earth. All of this should be done in a state of
showing humility, submission, and love for Allah,
the Lord of the worlds. Worship is of no avail when
accompanied by arrogance, turning away from
Allah, or hatred for the worshiped deity or the
worship itself.

When one realizes that worship is the highest
level of submission, love, and humility, he
understands that anyone who directs any act of
worship to other than Allah or attributes divine
qualities to other than Him, he has indeed taken
him as a lord and deity, whether or not he explicitly
refers to him as such.:

Worship is the ultimate purpose of creation.
Allah created the Jinn and humans so that they
worship Him. Allah Almighty says:
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{I have not created the Jinn and mankind except
to worship Me.} [Surat adh-Dhariyat: 56]

There are many evidences that establish the
obligation of dedicating worship solely to Allah.
These evidences are substantiated by reason, the
consensus of the prophets and messengers (peace
be upon them) and numerous verses in the Qur’an
affirm this principle.

1 Siyanat Al-Insan ‘An Waswasat Ash-Shaykh Dahlan (451).
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The rational evidence for the obligation of
worshiping Allah alone without partners is that
reason necessitates worshiping the One Who
provides sustenance, creates, commands, owns the
heavens and the earth, controls benefit and harm,
and gives life and causes death. The mind
vehemently rejects that man should worship
another man like him, a stone, a tree, an animal, or
a dead person that has been powerless for
thousands of years, unable to cause benefit or harm,
possesses nothing, unable to hear those who call
upon him, and is incapable of aiding those who seek
refuge with him. Rather, this one worshiped instead
of Allah cannot even protect himself from harm, so
how can he protect others? A sound mind
acknowledges that remaining a person without
true worship is better for him than engaging in false
worship. As we have explained previously, false
worship is a loss in this world and the Hereafter.

Furthermore, the consensus of the prophets and
messengers (peace be upon them) on the obligation
of worshiping Allah is known to all nations. Every
nation has received messengers from the Lord of
the worlds, commanding them to worship Allah
alone and prohibiting them from worshiping
anything other than Him. Allah Almlghty says:
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{Indeed, we sent to every community a
messenger, [saying], “Worship Allah and shun false
gods.” Among them were some whom Allah guided,
while others were destined to stray. So, travel
through the land and see how the end of the deniers
was!} [Surat an-Nahl: 36] Allah Almighty also says:
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{“We never sent before you [0 Prophet] any
messenger without revealing to him that none has
the right to be worshiped except Me, so worship
Me.”} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 25]

The noble Qur'an abounds with evidence
proving the divinity of the Exalted Lord. The
following are some examples:

First: The Lord, Almighty and Exalted, is the
Creator alone, and everything else is created. The
One Who creates is the One Who must be
worshiped and the One Who deserves to be
worshiped. As for the one who does not create - but
is rather a created, subservient, and incapable
creature - how can he be worshiped besides Allah?
Are they equal? Allah Almighty says:
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{Is then He Who creates equal to one who
cannot create? Will you not then take heed?} [Surat
an-Nahl: 17]
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Second: Itis the Lord, Almighty and Exalted, who
created the heavens, the earth, and all that exists
between them. Allah Almighty says:

L;:,dw\eeu\m@uaﬂuu\jw\dgdﬂm\f,sw\}

)d\a;.\_\clses_ucm\?gd‘ud\.\zqw\]\ca&»why‘}.}\}mw)ﬂ\
{O5285

{Allah is your Lord Who created the heavens
and earth in six Days and then rose over the Throne,
governing all affairs. None can intercede except by
His permission. Such is Allah your Lord, so worship
Him. Will you not then take heed?} [Surat Yunus: 3]
Thus, the Lord, Almighty and Majestic, is the One
truly worthy of worship. The evidence for this lies
in the creation of these celestial bodies and
everything within and between them. It is the most
apparent and noticeable proof. So how can one
walk upon His earth, seek shade under His sky,
enjoy His bounties and sustenance, and then
worship others besides Him? Indeed, man is
excessively unjust and ignorant.

Third: The Lord, Almighty and Majestic, is the
One Who sends down water from the sky for us to
drink and causes plants and fruits to grow through
it. He is the One Who has subjected to us what is in
the heavens and the earth, the night and the day, the
sun and the moon. He is the One Who has subjected
the sea for us so that we can eat from its tender
flesh and have our ships sail upon it. If He had
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willed, He could have made it turbulent, with
nothing stable upon its surface. Allah Almighty
says:
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{Itis Allah Who has subjected for you the sea, so
that the ships may sail on it by His command, and
so that you may seek His bounty, and so that you
may be grateful.

* And He has subjected for you all that is in the
heavens and all that is on earth; all is from Him.
Indeed, there are signs in this for people who
reflect.} [Surat al-Jathiyah: 12-13] He subjugated all
these creatures for the benefit of man.

Indeed, these magnificent signs, extraordinary
manifestations, and the provisions that the Lord
has made available to humanity are all witnesses -
and how powerful witnesses they are - that the
Lord alone deserves to be worshiped. Anything
worshiped besides Allah cannot cause benefit or
harm, does not provide sustenance, is not in
control, does not give or withhold, so how can it be
worshiped alongside Allah? Or how can they be
made rivals to Allah? Exalted is Allah above what
they associate with Him. Allah Almighty says:
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{It is He Who sends down rain from the sky;
from it, you drink, and by it, plants thrive on which
you pasture your livestock.

He causes to grow therewith crops, olives, palm
trees, grapevines and all kinds of fruits for you.
Indeed, there is a sign in this for people who reflect.

And He has subjected for you the night and day,
the sun and moon, and the stars are made
subservient by His command. Indeed, there are
signs in this for people of understanding

And He has created for you various kinds of
things on earth. Indeed, there are signs in this for
people who take heed.

It is He Who who has subjected the sea so that
you may eat tender meat from it and extract
ornaments to wear. And you see the ships cleaving
their way through its waves so that you may seek
His bounty and so that you may give thanks.

And He has placed into the earth firm
mountains, so it does not tremor with you, and
there are rivers and pathways so that you may find
your way,
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and landmarks and the stars by which they find
their way.} [Surat an-Nahl: 10-16]

The Ultimate Truth, the Almighty and Exalted,
proposed the fact that He has subjugated these
planets as proof of being the only One worthy of
worship, to the exclusion of anything other than
Him. Allah Almighty says:
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{Do you not see that Allah causes the night to
merge into day and the day into the night, and has
subjected the sun and the moon, each running its
course for an appointed term, and that Allah is All-
Aware of what you do?

Thatis because Allah is the Truth, and what they
supplicate to other than Him is false, and it is Allah
Who is the Highest, the All-Great.

Do you not see that the ships sail through the sea
by the grace of Allah, so that He may show you some
of His signs? Indeed, there are signs in this for
everyone who is steadfast and grateful.} [Surat
Lugman: 29-31] Allah Almighty also says:
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{The two bodies of water are not alike: one is
fresh and palatable, pleasant to drink, and the other
is salty and bitter. Yet from each you eat fresh meat
and extract ornaments to wear. And you see the
ships traverse their way through both, so that you
may seek His bounty and so that you may give
thanks.

He merges the night into the day and the day
into the night and subjected the sun and the moon,
each running its course for an appointed term. Such
is Allah, your Lord. To Him belongs the dominion,
whereas those whom you invoke besides Him do
not own so much as the membrane of a date stone.

If you call upon them, they cannot hear your call,
and even if they were to hear, they could not
respond to you. On the Day of Resurrection, they
will disown you, associating them as partners with
Allah. And none can inform you like the All-Aware.}
[Surat Fatir: 12-14]

Fourth: Allah Almighty and Exalted created man
and brought him into existence out of nothing. Allah
Almighty says:

Sy Gald ) * \),s;amus;gﬁmww;umwgc@\&}
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{Was there not a period of time when man was
not a thing [even] mentioned?

Indeed, we created man from a drop of mixed
fluids, in order to test him. So We gave him hearing
and sight.

Indeed, We showed him the way, whether he is
grateful or ungrateful.} [Surat al-Insan: 1-3] So, it is
incumbent upon him to worship the one who has
brought him into existence. How come that his Lord
has created him, then he worships a created being
like himself. Allah Almighty says:

{0545 ARIT 20 Fpa 0l 5 &EIA 30 2805 ) 5 Gl T 1)

{0 people, worship your Lord, Who created you
and those before you, so that you may become
righteous.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 21] This is brilliant
evidence and a conclusive argument on the
obligation of worshiping Allah alone and refraining
from worshiping anything other than Him.

After mentioning some pieces of evidence
indicating that the Almighty and Majestic Lord
deserves to be worshiped, I will now mention some
of the parables that Allah mentioned in the Noble
Qur’an, which affirm the obligation of worshiping
Allah alone and prohibit the worship of anything
else. Among these parables are the following:

First parable: Allah Almighty says:
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{And Allah compares two men; one is dumb and
unable to do anything, and he is a burden to his
master; wherever he directs him, he brings no good.
Is he equal to the one who enjoins justice and
follows a straight path?} [Surat an-Nahl: 76] Ibn
Jarir (may Allah have mercy upon him) said
explaining this parable: "This is a parable set by
Allah Almighty for Himself and the gods that are
worshiped beside Him; he says:

{And Allah makes a comparison of two men, one
of them is dumb and unable to do anything}
referring to such idol that can neither hear nor
speak, as it is either a carved wooden idol or a
manufactured brass one that is incapable of
benefiting or protecting those who serve it. {and he
is a burden to his master;}, it is entirely dependent
upon his relatives, allies, and supporters. Similarly,
the idol depends on those who worship it, needing
to be carried, placed, and served, just like a mute
person who cannot do anything and relies upon his
caretakers from among his paternal relatives and
others.

(s b ¥ 4ga s La)
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{wherever he directs him, he brings no good}
saying: wherever such a person is directed, he
brings no good because he does not understand
what is said to him, nor can he express himself. He
does not understand others, nor can others
understand him. Likewise, the idol cannot
comprehend what is said to it so that it may
respond to the commands given to it, nor can it
speak so that it may command or forbid anything.
Allah Almighty says:

(aalls el a5 98 (5 5 a)

{Is he equal to the one who enjoins justice}
meaning: Is this dumb person, who brings no good
wherever it is directed, equal to the one who can
speak, talk, commanding what is true and calling to
it, namely, Allah the One, the Subjugator, Who calls
His salves to believe in His oneness and obey him?
He says: "Allah Almighty and the idol that we have
described are not equal." And His statement:

(piive Ll pa o 58 5)

{and follows a straight path?} He says: And with
his command of justice, he is on a straight path in
his call to justice and commanding it. He does not
deviate from the truth nor neglect it.":

Second parable: Allah Almighty says:

1 Jami‘ Al-Bayan, verified by Shakir (17/262).
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{Allah makes a comparison of a slave owned by
several quarrelsome masters, and a slave owned by
only one master. Are they equal in comparison? All
praise be to Allah. But most of them do not know.}
[Surat az-Zumar: 29] Shaykh As-Sa‘di (may Allah be
pleased with him) said in his commentary on this
verse: (Then Allah sets a parable for polytheism
and monotheism, saying,

{58526 & Qi yia)
{Allah makes a comparison} i.e. of a slave
{0 shSUsL 81855 48}

{owned by several quarrelsome masters,} They
are many and not settled upon a particular
approach or a state of affairs that makes him at
ease; rather, they are in conflict and dispute. Each
one has a demand he wants to fulfill, while the other
wants something different. What do you think
would be this man's situation with these conflicting
partners?

{JA G 34 53)

{and a slave owned by only one master} i.e. he is
devoted to his master, and knows what he wants,
thereby feeling completely comfortable.

{5l da)
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{Are they equal in comparison?} i.e., these two
men,

{5

{in comparison?} No, they are not. The
polytheist is also like that, with partners who are
not on good terms. He calls on this one, and then he
calls on that one. Thus, he does not settle down, and
his heart does not find peace anywhere. Meanwhile,
the monotheist is devoted to his Lord, and Allah has
saved him from being subject to other partners in
worship. He enjoys the complete comfort and
tranquillity.”

In the world of religions today, we see those who
believe in three gods, such as the trinity of Hindus
and Christians. So, to whom should he turn if
distress befalls him? And to whom should he call for
help, and who does he worship among them?

Third parable: Allah Almighty says:
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{The likeness of those who take protectors other
than Allah is that of a spider spinning a house.
Indeed, the flimsiest of houses is the house of a
spider, if only they knew.} [Surat al-‘Ankabut: 41]
The meaning of this parable is that the one who
worships a god besides Allah is like a spider that

1 Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman Fi Tafsir Kalam Al-Mannan (p. 724).
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takes a house, seeking that it provides it with
shelter and protection, but it is the weakest and
most feeble of dwellings. Likewise, whoever takes a
god to worship besides Allah has indeed taken a
weak deity that can neither support nor defend
him."

Shaykh As-Sa ‘di (may Allah have mercy upon
him) said: “The spider is a weak creature, and its
web is one of the flimsiest homes. The more it relies
upon its web, the weaker it becomes. Similarly,
those who take allies besides Allah are indeed
impoverished and helpless in every aspect. When
they rely upon these allies, they seek strength and
support from them, but they only add to their
weakness and feebleness. They depend upon them
to achieve many of their interests, entrusting them
with their affairs, while they abandon them,
assuming that those allies will fulfill their needs.
However, they are let down by them, gaining
nothing from them and receiving no assistance. If
they truly knew the reality of their selves and the
reality of those they have taken as allies, they would
not have resorted to them. They would distance
themselves from them and turn to the Lord, the All-
Powerful, the Most Merciful. When His slave turns
to Him, relying upon Him, He suffices him in his
worldly and religious matters, and his strength
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increases, with an evident impact on his heart,
body, condition, and actions.”

Fourth parable: Allah Almighty says:
l}sla_\ula,u\uj:u,qujsmu.ml\u\d\wujuuﬁwhh\.y\u}
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{0 people, a similitude is set forth, so listen to it:
those whom you invoke besides Allah can never
create even a fly, even if they all come together for
that. And if a fly snatches something away from
them, they cannot retrieve it. How feeble is the
seeker as well as the sought!} [Surat al-Hajj: 73] The
meaning of this parable is that if all the entities
worshipped besides Allah were to come together
and collaborate to create a fly, which is among the
lowest creatures, they would not be able to do so.
As an aspect of their weakness, if a fly were to take
away something from their food, they would not be
able to retrieve it, so how can those who are
worshiped besides Allah, who cannot even reclaim
their rights from a fly or prevent it from causing
harm to them, be worshiped? This parable reveals
the foolishness of those who worship other than
Allah. How can they give up the worship of the One
Who created the heavens and the earth and
everything in between, sustains them, and takes

1 Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman (p.631).
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care of all their affairs, and instead worship
someone who is overcome by a fly?

Shaykh Abdur-Rahman As-Sa ‘di (may Allah have
mercy on him) said: "This is a parable that Allah has
presented to illustrate the ugliness of idol worship,
the deficiency of the minds of those who worship
them, and the weakness of all of them...

(Gl

{How feeble is the invoker}, i.e., the one who is

worshiped besides Allah
{Gosllaali 3}

{as well as the invoked.} i.e., the fly. So, both of
them are weak, and weaker than them is the one
who depends on this weak entity and places itin the
position of the Lord of all worlds.":

Fifth Topic: Exalting the Lord Almighty above
Having Partners and Equals and Negating the
Divinity of Anything Other Than Him

The Exalted and Majestic Lord is One, Unique
and Eternal. He neither begets nor is begotten, and
there is no equivalent or partner to Him in His
lordship, His names, attributes, or divinity. He is the
Creator, while everything other than Him is a
created and dependent being. His created beings
that we know are inanimate objects such as the
heavens, the earth, the planets, plants, animals, and

1 Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman (p. 546), slightly adapted.
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rational beings such as the angels, humans, and
Jinn. Angels are created by Allah for His obedience,
as we will discuss later. Humans and Jinn are
created and dependent beings with religious
assignments. Among them are the prophets and
messengers (peace be upon them) and those who
set things right and the righteous. Angels and
humans are the noblest of creation. All those in the
heavens and the earth are in need of the Lord, as
Allah Almighty says:
qmyfu)g\@@uqm\jwﬂ\@ur&PM»\U\ )|
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{Do you not see that Allah has subjected to you
all that is on the earth and the ships that sail
through the sea by His command? He holds the sky
from falling down on the earth except by His
permission. Indeed, Allah is Ever Gracious and Most
Merciful to people.} [Surat al-Hajj: 65] All of them
are dependent upon Him, fearing Him, and hoping
for His mercy. He protects them, provides for them,
and manages their affairs. They have no power to
benefit or harm themselves. If He were to abandon
them for even a moment, they would perish. He can
destroy them in a moment. If that is the case, how
could people take gods besides Allah?

Gods that are worshiped besides Allah are of
different types, including:
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A planet in the sky, while modern science has
shown that all independent or grouped planets do
not move independently but are part of an
organized and managed system, and they have no
impact on anything. So, how can a person believe
that a star or constellation affects the Earth or those
who inhabit it? Some nations believe that
horoscopes influence people's destinies and give
them their characteristics. This is a vast illusion.
What refutes this illusion is that the nations that
believe in horoscopes have given them names and
then believed that the characteristics of each zodiac
sign correspond to the name it was given, like
Scorpio, Taurus, and Leo. However, these signs
differ in names and numbers among different
nations. For example, the number and names of
these zodiac signs in the Chinese culture differ from
those in other cultures. So how can it be believed
that their characteristics are the same and impact
creation, whereas these signs' names, attributes,
and numbers differ among nations?

[t could be a tree, a cow, a river, or a revered idol.
How can a rational human being worship a tree or
an animal that lacks reason, or an idol made of
wood or other materials? Comparatively speaking,
these idols are the most inferior things that have
been worshiped besides Allah. However, when
reason disappears, and people revere superstitions,
they believe that an idol can bring benefit, a river
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can grant blessings and sustenance, or a cow can
bring sanctity and purity.

To worship gods that do not exist, but rather,
people believe that these gods are composed of a
group of gods, such as a father, a son, and a mother.
They may even increase to reach nine, as in the case
of the gods of the ancient Egyptians and the ancient
Chinese. Or they may be three, as in the case of the
Christians and some followers of Eastern religions.
These are but false illusions. In fact, there are no
true gods to be worshiped besides Allah. Rather,
humans fabricate falsehood and believe in it,
naming gods for themselves and giving them
sanctity, as we will discuss later, Allah willing, in
refuting polytheism.

To worship a human being, like those who
worship the "Uzayr among the Jews, and those who
worship Jesus (peace be upon him) among the
Christians, and those who worship Buddha, and
those who worship Zoroaster, and those who
worship Confucius, and many others in the history
of nations. These worshiped beings other than
Allah are humans like other humans. They were
once non-existent, then Allah created them, and
they came out of their mothers' wombs knowing
nothing. They experienced in their lives what other
people experience of joy, sorrow, afflictions, and
illness, as their enemies had overpowered them.
Then, finally, death befell them, which no one can
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escape. So, if that is the case, how can some people
believe in them as gods? And how can they be
worshiped besides Allah? Even, some of these
worshiped persons warned against associating
partners with Allah during their lives. Allah
Almighty says:
du\)u\@u@ms\_jujﬁfw\@m\ﬁmu\ \jsuum\)ssm}
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{They have certainly disbelieved those who say,
“Allah is the Messiah, son of Mary.” But the Messiah
said, “O Children of Israel, worship Allah, my Lord
and your Lord.” Whoever associates any partners
with Allah, Allah has forbidden Paradise for him,
and his abode will be the Fire. And the wrongdoers
will have no helpers.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 72] Indeed,
the Messiah (peace be upon him) was not
worshiped until long after his death.

Sound mind and proper observation prove the
invalidity of a human worshiping a human like
himself who goes through what humans go
through, and who eats food. If he lacks food or
drink, he perishes. So how can someone in such a
state of deficiency and weakness be worshiped?

After presenting some examples of gods that
humans worshiped throughout history, we
mention some questions for which the polytheists
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will not find a satisfactory answer. These questions
are mentioned in the Noble Qur’an, including:

The first question, Allah Almighty says:
e\uaﬂ\w\,sx;\Au@})m\ujawuﬁmwﬂ\§¢syeu\)\¢}
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{15558 V) i alan

{Say, “Tell me about your associate-gods whom
you supplicate besides Allah. Show me what they
created on earth, or do they have a share in the
heavens? Or have We given them a Book, so they
have clear proof? No, the wrongdoers promise one
another nothing but delusion.”} [Surat Fatir: 40]

The meaning is: Have these partners whom you
claim as partners with Allah (like Brahma, Buddha,
and the Messiah) shown us what they have created
from the earth? Or are they partners with Allah in
creating the heavens? Or has Allah given them a
book from Him that proclaims and confirms their
partnership? So, you have clear proof from that
book? If the worshipers cannot present the objects
and entities that these worshiped gods have
created, if they cannot prove that they are partners
with Allah in creating the heavens. If they cannot
present a book sent down to them by Allah that
justifies their taking of gods besides Him, then it is
firmly established that they are not partners and
that their worship is invalid. Thus, whoever
worships them is in great error.
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The second question: Allah Almighty says:
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{Is He [not better] Who originates creation then
repeats it, and Who gives you provision from the
heaven and earth? Is there any god besides Allah?
Say, “Produce your evidence if you are truthful.”}
[Surat an-Naml: 64] Allah Almighty also says:
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{Say, “Can any of your [so-called] partners
originate creation and then repeat it?” Say, “Allah
originates creation and then repeats it. How are you
then deluded [from the truth]?”} [Surat Yunus: 34]
In this question, there is a challenge to all those
worshiped besides Allah: Can they initiate
creation? Can they bring forth creation from
nothing? Let the worshipers show the creations of
those whom they worship.

If the created being perishes by death, can this
entity who is worshiped besides Allah bring it back?
These followers of them also perish by death, so can
they bring them back to life? Can these worshiped
persons bring back their fathers, mothers, children,
or spouses who have been perished by death? Can
they bring back the grandparents who hold a
special place in the hearts of their followers?
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The verse also includes another question and
challenge: Who provides sustenance for you, O
worshipers? Can these worshiped beings provide
sustenance for their followers? Yet we see their
followers afflicted with poverty, hunger, and
domination of enemies. Can these worshiped
beings enrich them and provide for them instead of
Allah?

The third question: Allah Almighty says:
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{Do they ascribe to Him partners who cannot
create anything, but are themselves created?

They cannot help them, nor can they help
themselves.

If you call them to guidance, they will not follow
you; it is the same whether you call them or remain
silent.} [Surat al-A‘raf: 191-193] This question
consists of a question and a challenge. The question
is: Do you worship besides Allah that which cannot
create anything and is itself a created, dependent,
weak, and helpless being?

The challenge is: It cannot defend itself against
harm inflicted upon it, nor can it defend its
worshipers. So, what kind of deity is this that they
have taken as a partner with Allah, while it neither
creates nor defends itself or others? In fact, its
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worshipers are superior to it. Ibn Kathir (may Allah
have mercy upon him) says: "This question denotes
Allah's disapproval of the polytheists who worship
others besides Him, such as rivals, idols, and false
gods. These are created dependent beings, having
no power or control over anything. They cannot
cause harm or benefit, help or defend their
worshipers. Rather, they are lifeless objects that do
not move, hear, or see. Their worshipers are
superior to them with their hearing, seeing, and
power. That is why Allah Almighty says:
{058l oa 5 Tk 318, Y L 0 S )

{Do they ascribe to Him partners who cannot
create anything but are themselves created?} i.e. Do
you worship besides Him false deities that do not
create anything and are unable to do that 7™

The fourth question: Allah Almighty says:
mﬁue\gwdsasﬂm}xg,muwgsgsﬁuﬁ L),As\}
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{Is He Who watches every soul in whatever it
does [like others]? Yet they ascribe partners to
Allah. Say, “Name them! Or do you presume to
inform Him of something that He does not know on
earth, or it is just a show of words?” No, but the
falsehood of the disbelievers is made appealing to
them, and they are hindered from the [straight]

1 Tafsir Ibn Kathir (3/529).
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path. Whoever Allah causes to stray, he will have
none to guide.} [Surat Ar-Ra‘d: 33] Imam At-Tabari
(may Allah have mercy upon him) said: "Is the
eternal Lord Who does not perish, and is
responsible for maintaining and guaranteeing
provisions for all the «created beings,
knowledgeable about them and the actions they
earn, watching over them and nothing is hidden
from Him wherever they may be, is He like the One
who is perishable, transient, unable to hear, see,
understand, protect himself or those who worship
him from harm or bring them benefit? Are they
equal? I am the One Who provides for these
polytheists, the One Who manages their affairs and
keeps the record of their deeds. They have
attributed partners to Me from among My
creations, whom they worship beside Me. Say to
them, O Muhammad: Name those whom you have
partnered with Allah in worship. If they claim they
are gods, they are liars because there is no god but
the One, the Irresistible, who has no partner.
(02 (5 e Y L i35 o)

{Or do you presume to inform Him of something
that He does not know on earth,} He says: Do you
tell Him that there is a god on earth when there is
no god but Him on earth or in heaven?":

1 Jami‘ Al-Bayan, verified by Shakir (16/362-365).
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This question in the verse provides three points
evoking the mind's attention:

First point: Evoking the mind to ponder and
compare between the Great, Capable, and Self-
Sufficient Lord Who is Maintainer of every soul,
knowing what it has earned, and a helpless deity
created by the Exalted and Majestic Lord Who
brought it into existence, maintains its provision
and earnings, and if He wills, He can destroy it along
with those who worship it. So how can a rational
person worship the helpless, dependent, and
incapable one?

Second point: Allah ordered His Prophet
Muhammad to say to them: "Name those whom you
worship because they have no real existence. There
is no true deity worthy of worship other than Me.
So, if you claim partners, name them. How can you
claim partners that Allah does not know while you
acknowledge that He knows everything in the
heavens and the earth? The result is that you have
indeed taken partners for worship who do not exist
in reality.

Third point: If there are no gods in reality who
deserve to be worshiped, then the claim of
associating partners is just an empty claim neither
supported by evidence nor accepted by reason. It is
like other false claims made by those who know
that they are lying in what they say.

The fifth question: Allah Almighty says:
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{He makes this comparison for you from your
own lives: do you have among your slaves any
partners who equally share with you whatever
wealth we have given you, so you fear them as you
fear one another? This is how We make the verses
clear for people who understand.} [Surat ar-Rum:
28] The meaning of this parable is that a person
does not accept anyone to share with him what he
possesses, even if it is his child or sibling. So, how
can he accept a servant the original owner owns to
share his possessions with him? If a person does
not accept that for themselves, how can they accept
to ascribe partners to Allah and worship them
alongside Him, while Allah owns them in reality?
Rather, they are His slaves and owned by Him. If
this is the case, then all that is worshiped besides
Allah is a slave owned by the Lord, Exalted and
Majestic. A sound mind disdains worshiping a
created and fashioned being that is owned and
abandoning the worship of the Creator, the
Provider, the Exalted, and the Almighty.:

After discussing some of the questions
mentioned in the noble Qur'an and addressing
those who worship other gods alongside Allah, we

1 See: Tafsir Ibn Kathir (6/312).
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clarify the meaning of shirk (associating partners
with Allah) and present some evidence for its
invalidity.

Shirk is to consider someone other than Allah as
equal or partner to Him, although He is your
Creator. This occurs when someone dedicates any
form of worship to other than Allah, such as
supplication, sacrifice, vows, or seeking help from
other than Allah in matters that only Allah is
capable of. This partner or equal could be a favored
angel, a sent prophet, a righteous person, living or
deceased, a worshiped idol or an imaginary one, a
celestial body or a planet, natural forces, or
anything else. All of these fall under the grave shirk.

Shirk, in its true sense, is to worship and revere
a created being in the same manner Allah is
worshiped and revered or to make it an equal to
Allah in the characteristics of His lordship, divinity,
and names and attributes.

As for the evidences of the invalidity of shirk,
they are:

First evidence: Allah Almighty says:
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{Say, “If there were other gods besides Him - as
they claim - they would have surely sought a way
to the Lord of the Throne} [Surat al-Isra’: 42] The
verse means that there are among people those
who believe in multiple gods and assign specific
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attributes to each god, seeking their help in
particular matters, even to draw closer to the Lord,
Exalted and Majestic, the Possessor of the Great
Throne. But Allah has proven them liars and made
it clear to them that if these gods were capable of
benefiting others or drawing them closer to Allah,
then they should have drawn themselves closer to
Allah, the Possessor of the Great Throne, and taken
a higher and greater position with Him. Since they
did not achieve that for themselves, it is
inconceivable that they should be worshiped and
that humans should seek their help to draw them
closer to the Exalted and Majestic Lord.

Second evidence: Allah Almighty says:
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{Allah has never begotten a son, nor is there any
god besides Him. Otherwise, each god would have
taken away what he had created, and each would
have tried to gain supremacy over the other. Glory
be to Allah far above what they ascribe to Him!}
[Surat al-Mu’mintin: 91] Allah, the Exalted Majestic,
explains that it is logically impossible for the Lord
to have a son and thatitis also impossible that there
be another god with Him. If there were more than
one god, each god would have taken control over
what they created, and they would have sought to
overpower one another, and the overpowered
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cannot be a god. Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy
upon him) said in his Tafsir: "Allah does not have a
son, nor was there with Him from eternity, nor
when He created things, any god who is worthy of
worship. If there were another god worthy to be
worshiped with Him from eternity or at the time of
creating things, then each god would have taken
control over what he created, in separation from
the others. They would have engaged in strife
where the powerful among them would have
overcome the weak, as the strong do not accept
being overpowered by the weak, and the weak are
not fit to be gods. So, glory be to Allah! This is a
conclusive and concise argument for those who can
reason and reflect."

Shaykh As-Sa‘di (may Allah have mercy upon
him) said: "For this reason, Allah Almighty drew
attention to the rational evidence for the
impossibility of having two gods, saying:

{5

{Otherwise,} i.e. if there were gods with Him as

they claim
(G Ly ol (8 i

{each god would have taken away what he had
created,} i.e., each god would have claimed sole
ownership over their creations, seeking

1 Jami‘ Al-Bayan, verified by Shakir (19/66).
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independence from one another and striving to
overpower one another.

{And each would have tried to gain supremacy
over the other} The one who overpowers would be
the god, otherwise, there could be no possibility for
the world to exist with two striving gods. It is
inconceivable that such an astonishing order could
be maintained if two gods were ruling it. Consider
the example of the sun, the moon, fixed and moving
stars, and planets. Since their creation, they have
been operating according to a unified system and
arrangement. They are all subject to the power and
wisdom that ensure the benefits of all creatures, not
limited to the interests of one over another. They do
not show any flaw, contradiction, or opposition in
the slightest action. So, can it be imagined that this
precise coordination is the result of the planning of
two gods and lords?":

Third evidence: Allah Almighty says:

(Gl 0 ) A g (R 50y

{If there had been gods besides Allah in the
heavens and earth, both realms would have fallen
in disorder.} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 22] Shaykh As-Sa ‘di
(may Allah have mercy upon him) said in his Tafsir:
"This verse demonstrates that the upper and lower

1 Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman (p.558).
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worlds, as observed, are in the most perfect state of
consistency and order without any flaws,
contradictions, or oppositions, indicating that there
is only one Planner, one Lord, and one God. If there
were two or more planners and lords, the system
would have been disrupted, and its pillars would
have collapsed because they would conflict with
and overpower each other. If one of them wills to
plan something while the other wills the opposite,
then both of their wills can't coexist. The existence
of one God's will apart from the other indicates the
incapacity and inability of the other. On the other
hand, their agreement on a single will in all matters
is impossible. Therefore, it is necessary that the
dominant one, whose will exists alone without
opposition or repellent, is the only overpowering
God.™

Fourth evidence: Allah Almighty says:
UJY_gk_ﬂ_jw"_,’Ab‘)ﬁdmau}gmyﬂ\ujﬁwe.mc‘)u.\ﬂ\ \}r_a\ds}
amauﬁ@uyj*)@wﬁ#uu}qywu@?@uwaﬂ\
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{Say, “Call upon those whom you claim [to be
gods] besides Allah. They do not have even an
atom’s weight of authority in the heavens or on
earth, nor do they have any share in either of them
nor is any of them a helper to Allah.”

I Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman (p.521).
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No intercession will be of any benefit before
Him, except for those whom He gave permission.
Until when their hearts are relieved of dread, they
will say [to the angels], “What did your Lord just
say?” They will say, “The Truth, and He is the Most
High, Most Great.”} [Surat Sab’: 22-23] The meaning
of this evidence is that Allah commanded His
prophet Muhammad (%) to say to those who
associate partners with Allah and worship other
gods besides Him: "Invoke those whom you
worship besides Allah, who are incapable of doing
any good, if you claim that they can benefit those
who invoke them. Do they have any independent
control over the heavens and the earth, even as
insignificant as a particle's weight of power?

Then descend to what is even less in significance,
so do they possess anything? So, if they do not
possess anything, are they partners with Allah in
anything, no matter how small or insignificant?

And if they do not have independent dominion
and are not partners with Allah, are they helpers
and assistants to Allah, such that they would have a
favor over Allah, so He answers their supplication
due to their assistance to Him? Exalted is Allah and
High above that claim.

Or do they intercede on behalf of those who
worship them? Every person with certain
knowledge knows that there is no one, no matter
how exalted their status may be, who possesses
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independent control apart from Allah. They are
neither partners nor helpers to Allah, the Lord of all
worlds. And no one can intercede with Allah except
by His permission. If that is the case, then how can
they be invoked when they possess nothing, are not
partners in anything, are not assistants in anything,
and are not intercessors? How can they be invoked
when they are in such a state of incapacity, poverty,
and humiliation? How can the needy invoke
someone equally or even more needy than
themselves!?:

It is well-known that the one who is invoked as a
deity is invoked for the attainment of benefit or the
averting of harm, based on the belief that they
possess one or more of these four attributes: either
they possess what their worshipers desire from
them, and if they do not possess it, they are partners
to the possessor, and if they are not partners, they
are assistants and supporters to the possessor, and
if they are not assistants or supporters, they are
intercessors with the possessor.

So, Allah, the Exalted, negates these four ranks
successively, moving from the highest to the lowest.
He negates ownership, partnership, assistance, and
intercession.

Fifth evidence: Allah Almighty says:

1 See: Jami‘ Al-Bayan (20/394) and Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman (p.678).
2 Madarij As-Salikin (1/351), with adaptation.
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{He merges the night into the day and the day
into the night and subjected the sun and the moon,
each running its course for an appointed term. Such
is Allah, your Lord. To Him belongs the dominion,
whereas those whom you invoke besides Him do
not own so much as the membrane of a date stone.}
[Surat Fatir: 13] In the previous evidence, the
Exalted and Majestic Lord demonstrates the
poverty of those invoked instead of Allah, whom the
polytheists take as partners to Allah, the Lord of all
worlds. In this evidence, the Exalted and Majestic
Lord reveals some aspects of His perfection,
greatness, and management of this universe. For it
is He who merges the night into the day and merges
the day into the night and has subjected the sun and
the moon, each running its course for a specified
term. This proves that He is Wise, Powerful, All-
Knowing, and the only God other than Whom there
is no lord. This is but a glimpse of what the Exalted
and Majestic Lord manages in this universe. Then,
where is the management of other gods whom the
polytheists take as partners to Allah? Then Allah
has judged upon these worshiped beings besides
Him that they are poor, in fact, in the most extreme
state of poverty, to the extent that not one of them
possesses even a date seed's membrane.
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Then the Exalted and Majestic Lord challenges
them in a way that awakens the mind and reveals
the incapacity of the gods, saying:
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{If you call upon them, they cannot hear your
call, and even if they were to hear, they could not
respond to you. On the Day of Resurrection, they
will disown your associating them as partners with
Allah. And none can inform you like the All-Aware.}
[Surat Fatir: 14] These gods do not hear the
supplication of those who invoke them because
they are lifeless and devoid of souls. And even if we
assume they can hear, they would not respond to
those who call upon them. The calamity is that on
the Day of Resurrection, those who were invoked
beside Allah will disassociate themselves from
those who worshiped them. They were of no benefit
to their worshipers in this world, and in the
Hereafter, they will be against them. So, what gain
did the polytheists acquire from these gods?

Sixth evidence: Allah Almighty says:
uts@_mu\,an)hmwux;;ad}u)wHAUJ\C_MS\LA}
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{The Messiah, son of Mary, was no more than a
messenger. There were messengers who passed
away before him, and His mother was a woman of
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truth; they both ate food. See how We make Our
signs clear to them yet see how they are deluded!}

Say, “Do you worship besides Allah that which
can neither harm nor benefit you?! And Allah is the
All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.”} [Surat al-Ma’idah:
75-76] [Surat al-Ma’idah: 75-76] The Christians
claim regarding Jesus (peace be upon him) that he
is the son of God, and they worship him as they
worship Allah, the Exalted and Majestic. But Allah,
in this verse, clarifies matters that, if pondered
upon by the rational mind, lead to the certainty that
Jesus (peace be upon him) is a slave among the
slaves of Allah. He was born through a human birth
from a woman, and his life depends on what all
humans depend on: food and drink. Whoever is in
such a state is neither a god nor a son of God. It is
invalid to worship him besides Allah, for if he were
to lack food and drink, he would perish like all other
humans. Then, the Exalted and Majestic Lord
clarifies that he is not able to do any harm or benefit
to those who worship Him. Had he possessed the
ability to benefit or harm, he would have benefited
himself and saved himself from the harm inflicted
upon him by the Jews who harmed him and were
about to kill him.

This silencing evidence against the Christians
that they cannot refute or invalidate nullifies the
worship of every idolized human being that people
take as gods besides Allah, whether it be ‘Uzayr,
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Buddha, Confucius, or others that people worship.
All of these individuals were born from their
mothers; they ate and drank, and possessed no
benefit or harm to their followers. When we
describe their conditions and their need for
sustenance, food, and drink, it becomes clear that it
is invalid to worship them. So how can people take
them as rivals to the Exalted and Majestic Lord and
abandon the worship of the All-Hearing, the All-
Knowing of the conditions of His slaves, and is
capable of averting harm from them and bringing
them goodness?
Seventh evidence: Allah Almighty says:
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{If you ask them who created the heavens and
earth, they will surely say, “Allah.” Say, “Then tell
me about those whom you supplicate besides Allah;
if Allah wills to harm me, can they remove His
harm? Or if He wills mercy for me, can they
withhold His mercy?” Say, “Allah is sufficient for
me; in Him alone do the reliant put their trust.”}
[Surat az-Zumar: 38] This verse includes a question
meant to lead anyone who worships other than
Allah to admit the truth. It is: Who created the
heavens and the earth? Certainly, they will say:
Allah. And from this arises another question: Have

78



you considered these idols that you invoke besides
Allah? If Allah intends harm for my body or restricts
my sustenance, or if He intends mercy for me by
granting abundant provision, wealth, and children,
can these idols remove harm from me or withhold
the mercy that Allah has bestowed upon me? The
answer, which every worshiper of these idols
knows, is that they neither benefit nor harm nor can
they withhold or give. They cannot alleviate
distress or prevent goodness. If that is the case,
then how can they be worshiped besides Allah? It is
known that equating something that neither harms
nor benefits nor has any power with the One Who
possesses all goodness and controls everything
according to His will can only come from someone
who has no mind.

Eighth Evidence: Allah Almighty says:
Coloasll 388 a2l GIA 35 3915 LR IR ol )
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{I did not call them to witness the creation of the
heavens and earth, nor even the creation of their
own selves, and I would not take those who
misguide others as helpers} [Surat al-Kahf: 51] Ibn
Kathir (may Allah have mercy upon him) said:
"Allah Almighty said: These ones whom you have
taken as allies besides Me are but slaves like
yourselves, who possess no control over anything.
did not make them witness the creation of the
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heavens and the earth, nor were they present
during that time. [ am the exclusive and sole Creator
of all things. I, alone, have managed and determined
them. [ have no partner, minister, adviser, or equal
in any of this.": If they have not witnessed the
creation of the heavens and the earth, nor have they
created their own selves, then these rivals and
deities were non-existent until their Lord created
them. So how can you take them as gods besides
Him?"

Ninth evidence: The Exalted and Majestic Lord
guarantees the sustenance of every created soul in
this universe. He is the Creator and Sustainer, and
everything other than Him is a created being
sustained by Him. Allah Almighty says:
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{How many creatures there are that cannot
carry their provisions! It is Allah Who provides for
them and you, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-
Knowing.} [Surat al-‘Ankabut: 60] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{There is no moving creature on earth, but upon
Allah is its provision. He knows its place of dwelling
and place of rest; everything is [written] in a clear

1 Tafsir Ibn Kathir (5/153).
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Record.} [Surat Hud: 6] So, who guarantees the
sustenance of every animal, bird, or other
creatures? Do these creatures provide for
themselves or carry their provisions wherever they
go? Can anyone claim that these idols created these
creatures and provided for them? If no one created
them or provided for them, then it is necessary that
the Lord, Exalted and Majestic, is the Provider. And
if He alone is the Provider, then He is the One
deserving of worship alone, without any partners.
Allah Almighty says:
{0310 A i a5 Gl Lt K1 U 5)

{And We have made therein for you means of
sustenance and for those whom you do not
provide.} [Surat al-Hijr: 20] i.e. He has made means
of livelihood for you on the earth, such as shelter,
clothing, and sustenance. He has created food and
drink for your animals and livestock. So, what if
Allah did not create food for these animals and
livestock? How would humans benefit from them?
Can humans create food for them? Can these deities
provide sustenance for humans and the animals
and livestock they possess? If this is the case, then
how can they be worshiped instead of Allah?

Tenth evidence: Allah Almighty says:
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{They have taken besides Him other gods who
can create nothing but are themselves created. Nor
do they have the power to harm or benefit
themselves, nor do they have the power to cause
death, give life or resurrect the dead.} [Surat al-
Furqgan: 3] This verse contains great evidence of the
falsehood of the divinity claimed for anyone
worshiped besides Allah. The evidences are as
follows:

1. Those who are worshiped besides Allah do not
create anything, yet they themselves are created. So
how can a human worship a created being like
himself?

2. Those who are worshiped besides Allah have
no power to cause harm or bring benefit to
themselves. So how can they have the power to
benefit or avert harm from others?

3. Those who are worshiped besides Allah have
no control over life, death, or resurrection. They
cannot bring the dead to life or cause the living to
die. They cannot resurrect the creatures on the Day
of Judgment. If this is the case, how can they be
worshiped besides Allah?

Eleventh evidence: Allah Almighty says:
e\uaﬂlw\}sx;\;LAGUJ\&\uﬁu‘u}wwﬂ\esgts)uﬁbus}
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{Say, “Tell me about your associate-gods whom
you supplicate besides Allah. Show me what they
created on earth, or do they have a share in the
heavens? Or have We given them a Book, so they
have clear proof? No, the wrongdoers promise one
another nothing but delusion.”} [Surat Fatir: 40]
Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman As-Se'di (may Allah have
mercy upon him) said: "Here, Allah Almighty
exposes the inability of the deities of the
polytheists, highlighting their deficiency and the
invalidity of their polytheism from all aspects.

{&5
{Say,} to them O Messenger,
{0
{Tell me} about your associates
() 53 (e 5o CpAIY

{whom you supplicate besides Allah.} Do they
deserve to be worshiped and invoked, then

oY) Ge V808 13 540y

{Show me what they created on earth} Did they
create a sea? Mountains, animals, or inanimate
beings? They will admit that Allah Almighty is the
Creator of all that. Do they have any share

{3 )

{in the heavens} i.e. in their creation or
management? They will say that they do not have
any share.
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If they have not created anything and have not
shared in the creation with the Creator, then why
do you worship and invoke them while
acknowledging their inability? Thus, the rational
evidence supporting the validity of their worship is
refuted, indicating its invalidity.

Then, He mentions the absence of any revelation
supporting their worship. Thus, He says:

{6 A 4

{Or have We given them a Book} speaking about
what they associate with Allah, commanding them
to associate partners with Him and worship idols

{3
{so they} in their polytheism
(A ey
{have clear proof?} from that book about the
validity of their polytheism? No, that is not the case,
for no book was revealed to them.™

Therefore, the polytheists have no rational or
Shariah-based evidence that proves the validity of
worshiping idols and rivals.

After mentioning several pieces of evidence that
nullify the worship of false deities, whether they are
humans, stones, or statues. We will mention some
matters with which Allah has challenged humans,
exposing their inability and the inability of their

I Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman (p.691).
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deities that they invoke besides Allah. These
challenges are:

First challenge: This is what is reported in Allah
Almighty's saying:
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{Say, “What do you think, if there comes upon
you the punishment of Allah or the Hour comes
upon you, would you then call upon anyone other
than Allah, if you are truthful?”

* No, it is Him alone you would call upon. If He
willed, He could remove whatever harm made you
call upon Him, and you would forget whatever
partners you associate with Him.”} [Surat al-An‘am:
40-41] The meaning, as Ibn ‘Atiyyah mentioned in
his Tafsir, is as follows: "Tell me, if you fear the
punishment of Allah, or fear destruction, or fear the
Hour, do you invoke your idols and resort to them
for removing that fear if you are true in your claim
that they are gods? But in reality, you call upon
Allah, the Creator and the Provider, so He removes
what you fear if He so wills, and you forget about
your idols, 1ie. you abandon them. This
abandonment is expressed in the most significant
degree, which is abandonment accompanied by
forgetting and neglect. How can you make these
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idols your gods when this is their condition in times
of distress and crises?™

This is an undeniable reality that cannot be
arrogantly dismissed. When affliction or tragic
events occur, humans turn to the Exalted and
Majestic Lord and forget what they used to worship
besides Him. Then, He removes the affliction and
relieves their distress if He wills. So why should this
event and resorting to Him not be an alert for their
minds to return to worshiping their Lord, Creator,
and Provider?

Second challenge: Allah Almighty says:
m))4;41\we&}h@;@;j(,@mb(,&uﬂwh\u\ﬁb\&}
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{Say, “What do you think, if Allah were to take
away your hearing and your sight, and seal up your
hearts - which god other than Allah could restore
them to you?” See how We diversify the signs, yet
they still turn away.} [Surat al-An‘am: 46] Allah
alone is the One Who creates the creation. He is the
One Who has given them hearing, sight, and hearts
with which they understand. He is capable of taking
these faculties away from them. So, who can restore
to a person what Allah has taken from him? If He
has the power to bestow and take away these
blessings, then He is the One worthy of worship. On
the other hand, the gods worshiped besides Allah

1 Al-Muharrar Al-Wajiz Fi Tafsir Al-Kitab Al-‘Aziz (2/290).
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have not given hearing, sight, or understanding, nor
can they take them away from humans. So how can
they be worshiped instead of Allah?

Third challenge: Allah Almlghty says:
éubﬂ\ﬁd\wubﬂ\e}\sﬂ m)udﬂ\?s&mduu\eubus}
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{Say, “What do you think, if Allah were to make
the night perpetual for you until the Day of
Resurrection, which god other than Allah could
bring you shining light? Do you not then listen?”

* Say, “What do you think, if Allah were to make
the day perpetual for you until the Day of
Resurrection, which god other than Allah could
bring you night to rest in? Do you not then see?”}
[Surat al-Qasas: 71-72] Allah challenged humans
with something that happens to them every day,
and it is the greatest daily change that occurs in the
universe. Despite its greatness, it is rare for minds
to be aware of it or to contemplate it because of its
repetition. While, in principle, its repetition
requires observation and the worship of the One
Who makes it happen with His favor. The summary
of this challenge is: If Allah makes the night
perpetual until the Day of Judgment, who among
the gods other than Allah will bring us a day? And
likewise, if Allah makes the day perpetual until the
Day of Judgment, who among the gods other than

87



Allah would bring us a night to rest in? So, can all
humans and all their gods, whom they call upon
besides Allah, change the system of the universe?
We see that an eclipse occurs almost every year,
and no one - no matter who he is - can return the
sun or the moon to its state before the eclipse. But
the Lord, Exalted and Majestic, is the One Who is
able to do that, and He alone deserves to be
worshiped.

Shaykh Ibn ‘Ashiir (may Allah have mercy upon
him) said: "And the most brilliant inference [in the
Qur’an] is that this wondrous creation was chosen
to be an argument for proving the oneness of Allah.
It is an act which is repeated twice every day, and
which is equally perceptible to every discerning
person, and which is the most evident
manifestation of change in this world. As a result,
all beings are engaged in inevitable adaptation to
such a system, even idols. They become dark, and
their bodies look black with the darkness of the
night, and they shine and illuminate with the
brightness of the day. Using the alternating light
and darkness as evidence for people is stronger and
clearer than the evidence of the formation of either
one of them if it were constant and not followed by
the other. This is because the power of the Creator
of the two opposites, who causes one of them to
replace the other daily, is more evident than if He
had created only the strongest and the most
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beneficial of them. Also, the blessing of their
constant alternation is greater than the blessing of
creating only the best and most beneficial of the
two. For, if it were constant, it would be boring, and
some benefits would be obtained while the benefits
of the other would be lost.":

Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy upon him) said
about concluding the verse with Allah's statement:
{03 a6y

{Do you not then see?”’} "Do you not see the
alteration of night and day with your own eyes? It
is amercy from Allah for you and an argument from
Him against you. Through this, you should realize
that worship is only valid for the One Who has
bestowed these blessings upon you and has the
power to alternate between them.":

Fourth challenge: Allah Almighty says:
{osoMal 4 lad e Bl i) 8 8L 3 ol oLl (ha W 5015

{We send down water from the sky in due
measure and cause it to stay in the earth, and We
are surely able to take itaway.} [Surat al-Mu'minun:
18] Allah also says:

(s el oKl e 1532 &84 atal ) 5l )

1 At-Tahrir wa At-Tanwir (20/168-169). Slightly adapted.
2 Jami‘ Al-Bayan (19/613).
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{Say, “What do you think, if your water were to
sink deep into the earth, who can bring you flowing
water?”} [Surat al-Mulk: 30] Allah also says:
{0835 A1 a8 5800 ela oLl (e W58 80 51 2 L 5T 5

{And We send fertilizing winds and send down
rain from the sky for you to drink, and it is not you
who could store it.} [Surat al-Hijr: 22] In these
verses, Allah Almighty demonstrates His great
favour upon His creation by creating water, which
is the source of life for all living beings, and that He
alone has the power to cause it to disappear or
make it sink into the earth so that created beings
cannot extract it. If they are unable to bring down
water from the sky, extract it from the earth, or
store it once it has fallen, then they will certainly
perish if the Exalted and Majestic Lord decrees its
disappearance. If water is taken away, all the gods
worshiped besides Allah will not be able to grant it
to their worshipers. If they are incapable of
providing water to their worshipers, then they are
unworthy of being worshiped. This clearly shows
that worshiping them apart from Allah is a manifest
misguidance and loss.

Fifth challenge: This is a great challenge. That is,
everyone who worships a god besides Allah,
whether it be a stone, a tree, or a human, claims to
have evidence proving that his deity or gods
deserve to be worshiped. However, none possess
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any argument, proof, divine, rational, or textual

evidence validating their claims. Instead, they have

baseless assumptions, conjectures, and false

beliefs. Therefore, Allah Almighty challenges them,

saying:
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{Or have they taken other gods besides Him?
Say, “Bring your proof. Here is the Book of those
who are with me and the Book of those who came
before me.” Yet most of them do not know the truth,
so they turn away.} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 24] Allah
Almighty says:
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{Is He [not better] Who originates creation then
repeats it, and Who gives you provision from the
heaven and earth? Is there any god besides Allah?
Say, “Produce your evidence if you are truthful.”}
[Surat an-Naml: 64] The polytheists have no
evidence for their association of partners with
Allah; instead, their arguments consist of mere
tales, myths, and inherited superstitions that do not
avail against the truth of anything. Today, we say to
everyone who worships anything besides Allah:
present your evidence for the worthiness of your
idols and deities to be worshiped. However, they
cannot produce evidence or proof because
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falsehood can never be supported by valid
evidence.

Chapter Two: The Creation

First Topic: State of Existence before the
Beginning of Creation and the Creation of
Water, the Heavens, and the Earth

There was Allah, and nothing else existed
alongside or before Him. He created water first,
followed by the heavens and the earth. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Are the disbelievers unaware that the heavens
and earth were joined and then We split them
apart? We created from water every living thing.
Will they not then believe?} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 30]
Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy upon him) said:
"Pointing out His perfect ability and his great power
in creating things and subjugating all creatures,
Allah Almighty says, {Are the disbelievers} i.e,
those who deny His divinity and worship others
besides Him, not aware that creation and planning
are exclusive to Allah, so how could it be possible to
worship or associate others with Him?! Are they
unaware that the heavens and earth were joined
together, i.e., all connected, adjacent, and heaped up
at the beginning? He then separated them, creating
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seven heavens and seven earths, and He separated
the lowest heaven from the earth by the air.":

This marks the beginning of the creation of the
heavens and earth. The Lord then gave details
about the time taken to create both of them, as Allah
Almighty says:
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{Say: "Do you disbelieve in the One Who created
the earth in two Days, and you set up rivals to Him?
Such is the Lord of the worlds.

He placed on it firm mountains standing high
above it, showered His blessings upon it, and
measured its sustenance totaling exactly four days,
for all who ask.

Then He turned to the heaven when it was all
smoke and said to it and the earth: 'Come into
being, willingly or unwillingly.' They both said: 'We
come willingly.

* He then formed them into seven heavens in
two days and assigned a mandate to each heaven.
And We adorned the lowest heaven with lamps [i.e,,
stars], which also serve as protection. That is the

1 Tafsir Ibn Kathir (5/297).
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design of the All-Mighty, the All-Knowing.”} [Surat
Fussilat: 9-12] So, the Almighty Lord created the
earth and then provided it with what it needs, as
well as with what its inhabitants and dwellers
would need. After that, He turned to the heaven and
perfected its creation.

Allah finished creating the Heavens and earth in
six days of Allah's days, as Allah Almighty says:
Gl e s 5 & T A g s G Y15 ol sl GIA g3y
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{Itis He Who created the heavens and earth and
all that is between them in six Days, then rose over
the Throne. He is the Most Compassionate, so ask
about Him, the One Who is All-Aware.} [Surat al-
Furgan: 59]

Considering the fact that Allah is the Creator of
all these worlds and the One Who prepared and
subjugated them for those who would live on them,
how could it be possible to associate other deities
with Him, and how could people take others as
equals to Allah and worship deities besides Him?!
Indeed, Allah is far exalted above that.
Furthermore, such deities have created nothing,
not even an insignificant thing, according to
people's unanimous agreement that such alleged
deities have not created anything, so how come
they are worshipped instead of Allah?
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Second Topic: Creation of the Angels

The Almighty Lord is the Creator, and everything
else is created. Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah,
informed us that Allah created the angels from light.
He created them for the purpose of worshiping
Him; hence, they never disobey Allah's commands,
and they do whatever they are commanded, as
Allah Almighty says:
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{To Allah prostrate all that is in the heavens and
on earth of living things, and so do the angels, and
they do not show arrogance.

They fear their Lord above them and do what
they are commanded.} [Surat an-Nahl: 49-50] Allah
Almighty also says about the angels:
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{They never disobey whatever Allah commands
and do whatever they are commanded.} [Surat at-
Tahrim: 6]

The angels are so many, and none knows their
number except Allah, who created them and made
them vary in their creation. Allah Almighty says:
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{All praise be to Allah, the Originator of the
heavens and earth, who made the angels
messengers with two, three, or four wings. He
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increases in creation whatever He wills. Indeed,
Allah is Most Capable of all things.} [Surat Fatir: 1]
The angels have statuses in the sight of Allah, as
Allah Almighty says:
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{[The angels say]: "There is none among us but
has a known station:

We are indeed those who stand lined up in rows,

and we are indeed those who glorify Allah.”}
[Surat as-Saffat: 164-166] The most honorable
among the angels are Jibril (Gabriel), Mika'il
(Michael), and Israfil. Gabriel is the angel entrusted
with taking the revelation down to the messengers
and prophets (peace be upon them), and there is
the angel of death who is entrusted with taking
souls, besides the keepers of Paradise and Hell, in
addition to other great tasks that have been
assigned to them by the Lord.

Third Topic: Creation of the Jinn and Devils
Allah created the devils and jinn from a
smokeless flame of fire. Allah Almighty says:
{p A )5 G U8 e SR (a5}
{And the jinn We created before that, from
smokeless fire.} [Surat al-Hijr: 27] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{And He created the jinn from a smokeless flame
of fire.} [Surat ar-Rahman: 15] The jinn are a
community created by Allah, and they, like people,
are commanded to worship Him. Among them are
some who are righteous and some who are not,
otherwise, some who are believers and some who
are disbelievers. The believers among them will
finally end up in Paradise like the human believers.
In contrast, the defiant among them are accursed
devils, and the most rebellious of all devils is Iblis
(Satan), who is the devils' chief and the head of vice
and evil. The final destination of the disbelieving
devils is Hellfire. When Allah created Adam - as will
be mentioned later - He commanded the angels and
Satan to prostrate to Adam (peace be upon him).
Such prostration is a form of worship offered to
Allah, given the fact that it is based on His
command. The angels prostrated to Adam by way
of obedience to Allah, whereas Satan disobeyed and
was too arrogant to prostrate. He justified his
refusal by stating that he was better than Adam
(peace be upon him) because Allah created Adam
from clay and created the devil from fire, and Satan
claimed that fire is better than clay and, thus, the
one created from fire is better than the one created
from clay. So, he incurred Allah's wrath, and Allah
cursed him and expelled him from His mercy.
Instead of apologizing, repenting to Allah, and
seeking His forgiveness, Satan persisted in his
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tyranny and threatened to mislead Adam and his
offspring and turn them away from the path of truth
and guidance. He asked Allah to grant him respite
until the Day of Judgment, and Allah gave him that
respite. The devil vowed to mislead and misguide
the children of Adam. Allah Almighty says:
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{We have created man from sounding clay,
made of aging mud.

And the jinn We created before that, from
smokeless fire.

And [remember]| when your Lord said to the
angels: "I am going to create a human being from
sounding clay, made of aging mud.

When I have shaped him and breathed into him
of My spirit, then fall before him in prostration.”

Thereupon, all of the angels fell in prostration,

except for Iblis, who refused to be with those
who prostrated.

98




Allah said, “O Iblis, what is the matter with you
that you were not with those who prostrated?”

He said, “I am not such to prostrate before a
human whom You created from sounding clay,
made of aging mud.”

He said: "Then get out of here, for you are
accursed,

and the curse will be upon you until the Day of
Judgment.”

Iblis said, “My Lord, then grant me respite until
the Day they are resurrected.”

Allah said, “You are of those who are granted
respite,

until the Day of the Appointed Time.”

He said, “My Lord since You have sent me astray,
[ will surely make [sins] alluring to them on earth
and mislead them all,

except for Your chosen slaves among them.”

Allah said, “This is a straight path leading to Me.

You will have no authority over My slaves,
except the deviants who follow you.

And Hell is certainly the promised place for
them, all together.} [Surat al-Hijr: 26-43] In these
verses, Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, informs us
of the story of creating Adam and Satan, His
command for the angels and Satan to prostrate, the
defiance of Satan and his promise to mislead
Adam's children. However, as you have seen, he

99



cannot mislead those who believe in Allah and are
sincere to Him in worship.

The devils are numerous, and they are all under
the leadership of Satan. He commands them, and
they obey him and carry out his commands by
misleading and tempting the children of Adam.
Every single act of disbelief, polytheism, tyranny,
and corruption committed on earth is because he
made it appealing to people, and it is the fruit of the
promise he made to himself to mislead the children
of Adam. However, he will abandon them on the
Day of Judgment and will say to them: I had no
authority over you. I only called you, and you
responded to me, as will be clear in the argument
that will take place between Satan and his followers
in Hellfire on the Day of Judgment. You will find this
argument clarified in detail in the part written
about the Day of Judgment in this book, and it is
among the things that the Lord informed us of in His
great Book, the Noble Qur’an.

Fourth Topic: Allah Created Adam from Dust
and Created his Descendants from a
Worthless Fluid

When the Exalted and Majestic Lord ordained
the creation of man, He informed His angels that He
would create for this earth a creature different from
the angels to worship Allah on this earth and
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populate it and that his descendants would
proliferate after him. Allah Almighty says:
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{[Remember] when your Lord said to the
angels: "I am going to create a human being from
clay.

When [ have completed his creation and
breathed into him of My spirit, fall in prostration to
him."

Then the angels fell in prostration all together,

except Iblis, who was arrogant and became one
of the disbelievers.} [Surat Sad: 71-74]

The Exalted and Majestic Lord also informed us
that He created a mate for Adam (peace be upon
him) and created their progeny from both of them.
Allah Almighty says:
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{0 people, fear your Lord Who created you from
a single soul, and created from it its mate, and from
both of them created countless men and women.
Fear Allah in Whose name you ask one another, and
be mindful of your kinship ties, for Allah is ever
Watchful over you.} [Surat an-Nisa’: 1]
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In the Great Qur’an, Allah enlightened us about
the purpose of creating man and how He prepared
him for this earth, taught him, and tested him to
learn how to worship his Lord, repent when he errs,
and promote growth and prosperity on this earth.
Allah Almighty says:
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{And [remember] when your Lord said to the
angels, “I am going to appoint a vicegerent on
earth.” They said, “Will You appoint on it someone
who will spread corruption therein and shed blood
while we glorify You with Your praises and
proclaim Your holiness?” He said, “I know that
which you do not know.”

And He taught Adam the names of everything;
then He presented them to the angels, and said,
“Tell Me the names of these, if what you say is true?”
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They said, “Glory be to You! We have no
knowledge except what You have taught us. Indeed,
itis You Who are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

He said, “O Adam, inform them of their names.”
When he informed them of their names, Allah said,
“Did I not tell you that I know the unseen of the
heavens and earth, and [ know what you reveal and
conceal?”

And when We said to the angels, “Prostrate
before Adam,” they prostrated except Iblis; he
refused, was arrogant, and was one of the
disbelievers.

We said, “O Adam, dwell in Paradise, you and
your wife, and eat pleasantly from wherever you
wish, but do not approach this tree, or else you will
both become the wrongdoers.”

Then Satan tempted them and drove them out of
the state they were in, and We said, “Go down [to
the earth], as enemies to one another. You will have
abode on earth and provision for an appointed
time.”

Then Adam received some words from his Lord,
and He accepted his repentance. He is the Accepter
of repentance, the Most Merciful.

We said: "Go down all of you from here! Then
when My guidance comes to you, whoever follows
My guidance will have no fear, nor will they
grieve."} [Surat al-Bagarah: 30-38] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{We had already given a command to Adam
before, but he forgot, and We found him lacking a
firm resolve.

When We said to the angels, “Prostrate before
Adam,” they all prostrated, except Iblis, who
refused.

We said, “O Adam, he is an enemy to you and
your wife, so do not let him drive you both out of
Paradise, for then you will fall into misery.

Here you will neither go hungry nor naked,

nor will you suffer from thirst or scorching
heat.”} [Surat Taha: 115-119]

These verses also include reference to the fact
that Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, warned Adam
and his wife (peace be upon them) against the
devil's scheme; yet they fell into his trap and were
deluded by his whispering. Consequently, Allah
brought them down from Paradise, where they
were created, to the earth, for which they were
created, after learning and going through the
experience of affliction and knowing how to survive
its effects through repenting, returning to Allah,
and seeking His forgiveness.

The Exalted and Majestic Lord also warned
Adam's descendants against the devil. He informed
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them that he was their enemy and would
endeavour to mislead them just as he misled their
parents. Allah Almighty says:
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{O children of Adam, do not let Satan seduce you
as he caused your parents to be expelled from the
Garden, stripping them of their garments and
making their private parts visible to them. He and
his offspring see you from where you cannot see
them. We have made the devils allies to those who
disbelieve.} [Surat al-A‘raf: 27]

Adam (peace be upon him) lived, and his
progeny multiplied while worshiping Allah alone
without associating anyone with Him in His
worship. Ten centuries later, the devil introduced
shirk (polytheism) to the children of Adam. So, they
worshiped other than Allah and had various deities.
Prophet Muhammad said, reporting from Allah,
that He said:
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"Indeed, I have created all My slaves inclined to the
truth only, but the devils approached them and
turned them away from their religion and made
impermissible what I had made permissible for
them. They also ordered them to associate partners
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with Me, for which I have sent down no authority."
In this book, we shall mention in detail everything
related to religion, along with clarifying the true
religion and the false religions, etc.:

So, this is the story of how Allah created Adam
(peace be upon him); as for his progeny, it is known
that they were created from a worthless fluid. More
than one thousand four hundred years ago, Allah
informed us in His perfect Book about the phases of
developing the fetus in his mother's womb. Allah
Almighty says:
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{We created man from an extract of clay,

then We placed him as a sperm-drop in a safe
place,

then We made the sperm-drop into a clinging
clot, then We made the clinging clot into a lump,
then We made the lump into bones, and We clothed
the bones with flesh, and then We developed it into
another creation. So Blessed is Allah, the Best of
Creators.} [Surat al-Mu’'miniin: 12-14] The Exalted
and Majestic Lord enlightens us about the creation
of man and makes such process of creation a proof
for resurrection, as the One Who created man from
a worthless fluid and granted him hearing, sight,

1 Sahih Muslim Collection (2865).
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and intellect is capable of bringing man back to life
after his death. Allah Almighty says:
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{Does man not see that We have created him
from a sperm-drop, then he becomes a clear
adversary,

producing argument against Us while forgetting
his own creation. He says, “Who can give life to the
bones after they have crumbled to dust?”

Say: "The One Who created them in the first
place will give life to them, for He has full
knowledge of every created being."} [Surat Yasin:
77-79] Shockingly, that man whom his Lord created
from this worthless fluid opposes his Lord, thinking
that Allah is not capable of resurrecting him after
his death and holding him accountable for his
deeds!

Fifth Topic: Creation and Essence of the Soul

The soul, like man, is a created being. After being
in the womb for four months, Allah sends the angel
to the sperm drop to breathe the soul into it.
'Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud (may Allah be pleased with
him) said, "The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him), the truthful and
the receiver of the truth, related to us,
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'The creation of every one of you starts with the
process of making his creation within forty days in
the womb of his mother. Then he becomes a clot of
thick blood for a similar period, and then he
becomes like a piece of flesh for a similar period.
Then Allah sends an angel, who is ordered to write
four things. It is said to him, 'Write his deeds, his
sustenance, his lifespan, and whether he will be
wretched or blissful.’ Then the soul is breathed into
him.""

As for the essence of the soul, none knows it, and
only the Exalted and Majestic Lord is aware of its
essence. The Jews tested Prophet Muhammad and
told the disbelievers of the Quraysh to ask him by
way of challenge about the soul. Allah Almighty
says:
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{They ask you [O Prophet] about the soul. Say:
"The soul is only known to my Lord, and you have
not been given knowledge except a little."} [Surat
al-Isra’: 85]

The soul dies by the death of the body, and its
death is its departure from the body; however, it
does not perish. During the period between man's

1 Sahih Al-Bukhari Collection (3208) and Sahih Muslim Collection (2643).
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death and his resurrection on the Day of Judgment,
which is the barzakh life (after-death period) and
the grave and what is therein, the soul remains in
contact with the body, enjoying what the body
enjoys and suffers what the body suffers. The
believers' souls are in Paradise, whereas the
disbelievers' souls are in Hellfire. Then, on the Day
of Judgment, the souls return to their bodies, and
the believers come to settle down in Paradise while
the disbelievers reside in Hellfire.

During this period between man's death and his
resurrection on the Day of Judgment, the dead
person's soul does not contact the living beings or
communicate with them in any way. So, the souls of
the ancestors, grandfathers, and grandmothers do
not communicate with the grandchildren, and they
have nothing to do with them. Rather, they are
either preoccupied with bliss in case they are
believers or with torment in case they are
disbelievers. Whoever claims that the souls of the
dead contact the living beings and visit or affect
them, his claim is groundless; rather, it is based on
superstitions and traditional myths.

Furthermore, the soul is not transferred after the
death of its owner to another creature, whether
higher or lower in status; rather, the Lord creates
the soul for a specific body, and it remains
therewith until it departs it at the time of death,
then it returns to it when placed in its grave, then it
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is returned to it on the Day of Judgment. Whoever
claims that it is transferred to another creature
after leaving its owner, his claim is false and
unsubstantiated; rather, such a claim is based on
superstitions and traditional myths.

Sixth Topic: Purpose of man's creation and
the fact that he is an honored creature whom
Allah created for His worship.

In the previous topics, we mentioned that Allah
created the creatures for His worship. Allah
Almighty says:
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{I have not created the jinn and mankind except
to worship Me} [Surat adh-Dhariyat: 56] i.e. to
single Him out with worship and associate none
with Him in worship. For this noble purpose, Allah
created the heavens and the earth, sent down the
divine books, and sent the messengers and
prophets (peace be upon them). The Exalted and
Almighty Lord did not create the creatures and
neglect them; rather, He created them for a great
purpose and a noble mission, namely worshiping
the Exalted and Majestic Lord. Man is indeed an
honored creature, as Allah Almighty says:
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{We have honored the children of Adam, carried
them on land and sea, provided for them good
things, and favored them above many of those
whom We have created.} [Surat al-Isra’: 70] A sign
of honoring man is that Allah granted him the mind
to distinguish between what harms and benefits
him. Allah made man's head on top of the body and
created for him two hands to use in eating, whereas
all animals eat with their mouths directly from the
ground. This general honor is common among all
mankind. A higher and more special kind of honor
is honoring man by making him a Muslim and a
follower of the prophets and messengers (peace be
upon them). In fact, Muslims are the chosen
creation of Allah, as Allah Almighty says:

émﬁﬁm\}\@\d‘cﬁwwﬁ@éﬂc dzALA}eSLu;\}A}
e o121 58K 280 Tugls O sl 2l (A 138 35 38 (e (pallidl
eu}é}d\ea_ﬁ?s‘ﬁ}n}b:&h\}w\}aﬁj\ ) 5 Bl | gadld Wil
{oall

{He has chosen you and has not imposed upon
you any hardship in religion - the faith of your
father, Abraham. He named you as Muslims earlier
and in this [Qur’an] so that the Messenger might be
a witness over you, and you might be witnesses
over mankind. So, establish prayer, give zakah, and
hold fast to Allah, for He is your Protector; what an
excellent Protector and an excellent Helper!} [Surat
al-Hajj: 78] Allah Almighty also says:
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{Then We made to inherit the Book those whom
We have chosen from among Our slaves. But among
them are some who wrong themselves, some follow
a middle course, and some are foremost in good
deeds with Allah’s permission. That is the great
bounty.} [Surat Fatir: 32] Islam does not exclusively
belong to a race, nationality, or the people of a
particular country apart from others. Instead, it is
Allah's religion for His slaves, and Allah has called
all people to worship Him. In fact, worshiping Allah
is the utmost perfection that man can attain in this
life because when man worships Allah, he achieves
self-progress, purifies his soul, and helps it pursue
the course of its Lord. Allah Almighty says:

(AL o LA M5+ b e 2 28

{Indeed, he who purifies his soul will attain
success,

and he who corrupts it will be doomed.} [Surat
ash-Shams: 9-10] Man must practice worship, and
if he does not worship his Lord, Creator, and the
One Who provides him with sustenance, he will
worship the devil and his desires, and whoever
worships the devil and takes him as an ally is a
loser.
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Seventh Topic: Clarifying the Woman's Status
in Islam

In Islam, a woman is man's equivalent, as
Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said:

[24](de Ll @las elual) of)
"Women are the counterparts of men.": Women,
just like men, are addressed with the religious
duties, as Allah Almighty says:
Gl 5 ) 5 Gl 5 i bl 5 Guta 3l 5 a5 Cpnaltadd) )
u;s;m::;s\, - uuztsj\, UM\AJ\, il piall 5 G pilall s ciiallall;
u_aLbB\AJ\j ?PJ)E u.\laﬂl;l\j c_\l.u\...al\j u.}A.}LAAM} a.\\AA..AL’d\

{Mushm men and women, bellevmg men and
women, obedient men and women, truthful men
and women, patient men and women, humble men
and women, charitable men and women, fasting
men and women, and the men and women who
guard their chastity, and men and women who
remember Allah much - Allah has prepared for
them forgiveness and a great reward.} [Surat al-
Ahzab: 35] Moreover, the woman's reward for her
deeds on the Day of Judgment is equal to the man's
reward, as Allah Almighty says:

1 Al-Musnad Collection (23196); Sunan At-Tirmidhi Collection (113); and
Sunan Abu Dawiid Collection (236).
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{Whoever does righteous deeds, whether male
or female, and is a believer, it is they who will enter
Paradise, and they will not be wronged even as
much as the speck on a date stone.} [Surat an-Nisa’:
124] Allah Almighty also says:

35 a5 )SﬁwNLAJAGw;L@MY‘ LE)A-’)B‘U“J@Q‘}
(ol i L (5855 s ¢ g aulsla b

{Whoever does an evil deed will only be
recompensed with the like thereof, but whoever
does arighteous deed, whether male or female, and
he is a believer - it is they who will enter Paradise,
wherein they will be given provision without
measure.} [Surat Ghafir: 40]

However, a woman is exempted from some
religious duties that do not suit her nature, like
fighting the enemies and praying with the men in
the congregation in the mosque. A woman is
required to pray at home. If she attends the prayer
in the mosque with men, her prayer is valid, and she
gets the same reward; however, her reward will be
greater if she prays at home and women's privacy
is taken into consideration.

In Islam, Allah saves a great reward for the man
who is granted two daughters or more and treats
them kindly. Taking care of them is a reason for
admitting him to Paradise, as the Messenger of
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Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said:
Gisar sl o in o &1 G sl o il &3 gl Jle ()
[25] sl s Abouad) apmnaly il (0iileS a5 Ul i€ (ogie
(12498)xisdll
"Anyone who financially supports two or three
daughters or two or three sisters until they are
married or until he dies will be with me like this,"
and he pointed with his middle and index finger. Al-
Musnad Collection (12498).: Its wording in Sahih
Muslim Collection:
(263 1) 4xial o s (98 5l Al o g9 sl elalii i Oy s Jle (1)
"Whoever supports two girls till they reach
puberty, he and I will come on the Day of
Judgment," and he joined his fingers (2631).

In Islam, marriage is a joint responsibility;
nevertheless, the husband is responsible for all the
duties related to marital life, like providing
accommodation, food, drink, and clothes, whereas
the wife is not responsible for any of these, even if
she is rich, except willingly. Moreover, Prophet
Muhammad forbade beating the woman and
depriving her of her rights and made it clear that no
one honors her except an honorable person.

1 "Ubbiyyah" (pride): arrogance and ardor. He meant by this the way people
of Jahiliyyah used to boast of and brag about their ancestors. Gharib Al-
Hadith by Al-Khattabi (1/290).
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A woman has an independent financial liability,
and she is exactly like a man when it comes to
selling, buying, and all other forms of contracts. A
man's consent to her financial disposals is not a
must in case she is adult and sensible.

Eighth Topic: People Are Equal, Their Father
Is Adam, and Their Mother Is Eve

In a previous topic, we mentioned that Allah
created Adam from dust and created a mate for him,
i.e.,, Hawwa’ (Eve) (peace be upon them) and made
their progeny multiply and procreate. Therefore,
the origin of mankind is one, namely Adam and Eve
(peace be upon them), and their descendants are
equally ascribed to them. No race among mankind
is more entitled to ascription than another, and no
people of a particular country are better than
others; rather, all people are equal; they are all
created from dust, and their father is Adam. So,
there is no superiority for anyone over another
except in terms of piety and righteous deeds. The
Messenger of Allah said:
(o e e lVL W a8 s dalalal) A58 ool 8 Jay e Al ()

[27][26] (<) 5 0 a3l 5 caal s il 5 ¢ AL jald

"Indeed, Allah Almighty has removed from you the
pride of Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic era of ignorance)
and its boastfulness about the ancestors. It is either
a pious believer or a miserable sinner. People are
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the children of Adam, and Adam is from dust.":
Moreover, Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah,
said:
Slo al Jumd ¥ YT a5 aSUT o5 canls oS5 o VT el Ll )
V) ¢ aal e s pul Vg easul o jaal Ve o anal Vs ane
[28].(ss8k
"0 people, indeed, your Lord is one, and your father
is one. Verily, there is no superiority for an Arab
over a non-Arab or for a non-Arab over an Arab, or
for a red over a black or a black over a red, except
in terms of piety."s The Exalted and Majestic Lord
created mankind and made them into tribes so they
may know one another, not to be boastful, as Allah
Almighty says:
G158 (i85 G gels i&iilen s il &0 o KIS ) 0l 8T )
(s ade 0 &) G A vie 1 8
{0 mankind, we have created you from a male
and a female and made you into nations and tribes
so that you may recognize one another. Indeed, the
most noble of you before Allah is the most righteous
among you. Indeed, Allah is All-Knowing, All-
Aware.} [Surat al-Hujurat: 13] The distinction
between people in tribes and clans is for the sake of
identification and cooperation; however, the
noblest among them in the sight of Allah is the most

1 Musnad Ahmad Collection, Al-Risalah edition (23489).

2 Musnad Ahmad Collection, Ar-Risalah edition (8736); Sunan At-Tirmidhi
Collection (3956); and Sunan Abi Dawid Collection (5119).

3 Sahth Muslim Collection (2699).
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pious, and the most righteous is the one who
worships Allah while knowing his Lord and his
religion, the one who carries out his duties towards
his religion and those around him, and from whose
evil people are safe.

As for dividing people into classes, each class has
social, financial, and legal privileges, such a division
is supported by no evidence from the revelation,
reason, or human experience. Rather, it is a
manifestation of the falsity and oppression of
whoever fabricated such a division, which entails
contempt and injustice for man. Who has the right
to make one race honored and privileged and
another outcast and despised?! Every classification
of mankind based on race, gender, or nationality is
an oppressive and unjust classification, and
whoever invented and advocated such a
classification is a fabricator and a liar because all
people are equal in terms of source and origin, and
they will all return to their Lord, Who will hold
them accountable for their deeds, while lineage or
race will have no value with Allah. Prophet
Muhammad said:

[29]. (40 4 g s o e 4 Uy 9)
"Whoever is slowed down by his actions will not be
hastened forward by his lineage.": So, one's lineage

1 Sahih Al-Bukhari (2442) and Sahih Muslim (2580).
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makes no difference and does not make him
privileged or distinct.

Ninth Topic: Brotherhood and Mercy

The message of Prophet Muhammad is a
message that bears mercy for all creation, as Allah
Almighty says:

{opdali a5 Y @i i gy

{We have not sent you [O Prophet] except as a
mercy to the worlds.} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 107] So, he
is a mercy to the worlds, a guide, and a bearer of
glad tidings, as Allah Almighty says:

B e 5 30l ) U135 % 15035 \)mjmuduu)\m@ﬂ\@u}
{18 SUab 1 (52 w1 O G 3l g+ 15

{O prophet, we have sent you as a witness, a
bearer of glad tidings and a warner,

and a caller to [the way of] Allah by His
command, and as a lamp spreading light.

And give glad tidings to the believers that they
will have a great bounty from Allah.} [Surat al-
Ahzab: 45-47] Among the principles included in the
last divine message is the one indicating that the
bond of brotherhood between the believers in Allah
and the Last Day is the greatest bond ever, as Allah
Almighty says:

{osn 2 &Il A 58815 585 AT G ) ALAB E 540 & sha3all 1Y

{The believers are but brothers, so make peace
between your brothers. And fear Allah, so that you
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may be shown mercy.} [Surat al-Hujurat: 10] This
brotherhood is entitled to support, fulfillment of
needs, relief of distress, and covering faults.
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, said:
G Al S aaldals 8 OIS Gas calig Vg dally Y aludl i aliall)
‘uhsl\e};uh)swmﬁmwc)scm)s(d.mucc)sw}cm\;
[30]. (Bekdll 4 52 4l & yins Lalusa s (105
"A Muslim is a brother to a Muslim; he should
neither oppress him nor hand him over (to an
oppressor). Whoever fulfills the needs of his
brother, Allah will fulfill his needs; whoever
removes the trouble of his brother, Allah will
remove one of his troubles on the Day of Judgment;
and whoever covers the fault of a Muslim, Allah will
cover his faults on the Day of Judgment.": Prophet
Muhammad also said:
alesad Jay ¥ 5 oLl i)l slie 153 5 5 e 5 I8 Y 5 o) sandas ¥ g o) uae s Y)
[31]¢(J & G5 olal jaga o
"Do not harbor a grudge against one another, do
not envy one another, do not turn your backs on
one another; and be, O slaves of Allah, brothers. Itis
unlawful for a Muslim to desert his brother for
more than three nights."> What a great
methodology it is that forbids grudges, envy, and
boycotting brothers, makes desertion beyond three

1 Sahih Al-Bukhari (6076) and Sahih Muslim (2558).
2 Sahth Al-Bukhari (4821) and Sahih Muslim (2798).
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unlawful, and commands general brotherhood
among the believers!

Islam also cares about non-Muslims and
encourages dealing with them in compliance with
virtuous morals and fair values. Islam even makes
it obligatory for the believers in Allah to treat them
with justice and not to deny them their rights, as
Allah Almighty says:
udﬂbl‘ s eiw‘ e 35 olag ) Laially (el B 1558 UM‘ Gl L@‘ B}
31515 o s 3 U&m S Lagy I3l dld 158 5 iz u54 o a8V

{1 (sl Wy (AR @ Ha T 5l ja 51158

{O you who believe, stand firm for Allah by
bearing true testimony and do not let the hatred of
a people lead you away from justice. Be just; that is
closer to righteousness. And fear Allah, for Allah is
All-Aware of what you do.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 8]
Islam also recommends showing them kindness
and treating them in a good way, as Allah Almighty
says:

ol &6 o oS5 Ad a5 il é}h\& d el e A AR5
{UM\Q_\;JA.U\U\?@SH)M}?A})M

{Allah does not forbid you from being kind and
just to those who did not fight against you, nor did
they drive you out of your homes. Indeed, Allah
loves those who are just.} [Surat al-Mumtahanah: 8]
When Quraysh - the dwellers of Makkah - was
stricken by famine and overcome by severe fatigue
to the extent of eating bones, hunger even made
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them see, when looking at the sky, as if there was
smoke between them and the sky. This occurred at
the time when they forced Muhammad, the
Messenger of Allah, to leave his city, Makkah, and
he emigrated to Madinah.

The Messenger of Allah was approached, and it
was said to him:
wsgad i) € jmaly:JB (Sla 38 Wil ¢l ) Gudia) ) S b
il |5 8 8 5 ol (i) (f (i lla oS (51[32]. (1 58 g SRniinld
V)OS IS W sale 5 ¢ gl aguse Lal Y15 65 AT Agll 4 ) S 50

o A se e () salla i ¢35 0385 5 el J gan y 5 sl g el

"0 Messenger of Allah, pray Allah to send rain for
Mudar, for they are ruined. He said: 'For Mudar?
You are bold indeed." Then, he prayed for rain on
their behalf, and they were given rain." In other
words, how could you ask me to pray for rain on
their behalf despite their disbelief in Allah and their
association of other deities along with Him?! Now,
after being afflicted and realizing that none relieves
distress except Allah, and you know that [ am the
Messenger of Allah, but you reject me, you came
asking me to supplicate Allah for them.:

Islam has also forbidden killing the Mu‘ahid (one
who is under a peace treaty with Muslims), as the
Messenger of Allah said:

[33] (i Al £ s o bl i 30)

1 Sahih Al-Bukhiri (3166).
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"Whoever kills a Mu‘ahid will not smell the
fragrance of Paradise.": In this religion, a Muslim
believes that all human beings are honored by
Allah, as Allah Almighty says:

cgalal) L‘;@?AL}'Z;;; );A\j ;;i\gg;\;;ksjfﬂg;;m; x5
[Pl Ui 12 i e sALLAd)

{We have honored the children of Adam, carried
them on land and sea, provided for them good
things, and favored them above many of those
whom We have created.} [Surat al-Isra’: 70]

Chapter Three: Religion

First Topic: Religion Is a Human Necessity

Religiosity is something essential to which the
human soul rushes and never disengages from it in
any case. There is no nation, whether from the
previous or late nations, that does not have a
religion to practice its rituals, glorify it, and build
temples for it, except for a slight number of people
who are preoccupied with earning their living or
distracted from religiosity by luxury; however,
those do not represent a large percentage among
mankind. Allah Almighty says:

{6 K b s s 14l ()

{For every community We ordained ways of
worship which they follow.} [Surat al-Hajj: 67]
"Mansak": It is the place that man visits and

1 See: Jami‘ Al-Bayan (679/18).
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becomes familiar with either for a good or evil
purpose,: which is something noticed until today.
Throughout history, there have been cities without
walls, markets, and hospitals; however, we have
found no cities without temples. Rather, there is
always a place of worship in every city, and
whenever a group of people move from one city to
another, we see them building a temple for their
worship and spending money on it. Today, even
airports, which are transitional stations where
people spend only a little time, have places
allocated for the practice of worship.

That essential need for worship and the hearts'
attachment thereto are from the remains of the
sound innate inclination that the Exalted and
Majestic Lord has created in people in addition to
making religiosity something inherent in them.
This is because man is naturally in need of the
Exalted and Majestic Lord, and nothing can satisfy
this need except worshiping Allah alone and
resorting to Him in times of ease as well as
difficulty. Everyone feels weak and needy, goes
through crises and calamities, and needs to rely on
mighty support to find strength and assistance
therein. This is firmly established in man's natural
disposition, as he resorts to one stronger than him
to bring him out of his distress and relieve his

1 Jami‘ Al-Bayan (15/87).
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agony. He may resort to the Exalted and Majestic
Lord, who is the best resort for man. This strongly
proves man's need for religion, religiosity, and
religious rituals, which are useful and sound
resorts. On the other hand, man may resort to an
idol, a dead person, or something that does not
exist, like those who resort to false deities. This
resort, whether true or false, proves man's need for
mighty support to rely on.

Second Topic: The Exalted and Majestic Lord
Is the One Who Legislates and Enjoins
Religion and Holds People Accountable for It

Before proceeding to clarify this matter, we will
pose two questions to stimulate the mind and
prepare it to realize the truth about this subject.
These two questions are:

First question: Who has the right to lay down the
religion, enact legislations, set the criteria of truth
and falsehood, and hold people accountable for
their deeds, whether good or bad?

Answer: The one who has the right to lay down
the religion, enact legislations, set the criteria of
truth and falsehood, vice and virtue, and hold
people accountable for their deeds is the Exalted
and Majestic Lord for the following reasons:

Because He is the One Who created, and the One
who creates, knows the religion and worship
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suitable for those whom he created, as Allah
Almighty says:
(ol Gl 55 Gl o g )

{Does He not know His Own creation, when He
is the Most Subtle, the All-Aware?} [Surat al-Mulk:
14] As for the one who did not create, how could he
legislate laws for a created being like himself?! How
could he legislate laws despite his ignorance about
the needs of this created being?! Moreover, this one
who considers himself a legislator experiences
crises and calamities that he cannot overcome, so
how could he legislate laws for others?!

Because the Lord is the One Who guides to the
truth and guidance, as Allah Almighty says:

é\aww\ﬂawm‘&gﬂ\e\ 2 0a K18 5E (e b U8}

{05885 Gk &0 o33 o V) sdn ol & o Gl 3l

{Say, “Can any of your [so-called] partners guide
you to the truth?” Say, “Allah guides to the truth.”
Who is then more worthy to be followed: the One
Who guides to the truth, or he who has no guidance
unless he himselfis guided? What is the matter with
you, that you judge so?} [Surat Yunus: 35] Ibn Jarir
(may Allah have mercy upon him) said: "Allah
Almighty says to His Prophet Muhammad (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him):

()
{Say} O Muhammad to those polytheists:
(RSS2 0o )
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{Can any of your [so-called] partners} whom
you supplicate besides Allah, i.e. their deities and
idols,

(> A s )

{guide you to the truth}. He says: Who can guide
a misguided person to the straight path, correct a
deviant, and put him on the clear straight path?
They cannot claim that their deities and idols are
capable of guiding the misguided or the deviant
because if they make such a claim, observation will
expose their lies, and their inability will be proven
through inspection. So, if they say "No" and admit
that, tell them that Allah guides the misguided to
the truth.

(36 Oadl)

{The One Who guides}, O People, the misguided

to the truth and the deviant to the right path
(e 0l 3=0)

{is then more worthy to be followed} in what He

calls to
[35](s O Y) 532 Y o o)

{or he who has no guidance unless he himself is
guided?}:

Because He is the One Who grants His slaves the
ability to distinguish between truth and falsehood,
guidance and misguidance, as Allah Almighty says:

1 Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman (p. 319).
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{O you who believe, if you fear Allah, He will
provide you with an insight to distinguish between
right and wrong, absolve you of your sins, and
forgive you, for Allah is the Lord of great bounty.}
[Surat al-Anfal: 29] Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman As-
Se‘di said in his commentary: "Whoever fears Allah
will attain four things, each of which is better than
this worldly life and everything therein. First: The
criterion, which is the knowledge and guidance that
help one distinguish between guidance and
misguidance, truth and falsehood, the lawful and
the unlawful, the blissful and miserable people.
Second and third: The expiation of sins and the
forgiveness of misdeeds. Fourth: The great and
abundant reward for the one who fears Him and
gives precedence to His pleasure over his own
desires.™

So, the One Who guides to the truth is the One
worthy of laying down the religion and guiding
people thereto.

Because the Lord is a Compeller, Superb,
Vanquisher, and All-Mighty, he commands the
truth, gives reward for it, prohibits falsehood, and
inflicts punishment. The disastrous end of the
disbelieving nations, like the Flood of the people of

! Jami‘ Al-Bayan (23/639).
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Nuh (Noah), the destruction of the people of Hud
and the people of Salih, and the drowning of the
Pharaoh and his army when they transgressed
against Allah's Prophet, Miusa (Moses) (peace be
upon him), serves as the greatest evidence that the
One Who determines the religion and punishes
whoever contradicts it is the One entitled to enact
legislations and impose limits, yet, whatever is
worshipped besides Allah, whether a human being,
anidol, or a false deity cannot defend itself, let alone
punish those who contradict its religion.

Because the Lord is the One Who provides
sustenance, and the One who provides sustenance
is worthy of legislating laws, whereas the One who
does not provide sustenance is not entitled to
legislation because legislation includes making
some types of food, drink, and marriage lawful and
others unlawful. So, how could the One who does
not provide sustenance decide what is unlawful,
forbidden, or permissible?

Because the Lord is All-Hearing and All-Seeing,
He commands and forbids, and He responds to the
supplication of the distressed. One Who is like that
is the one who has the right to legislate the religion
and hold people accountable for it. Allah criticized
the people of Moses (peace be upon him) when they
took a calf made of gold as their god. Allah Almighty
says:
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{In his absence, the people of Moses took for
worship an image of a calf made from their jewelry
that made a lowing sound. Did they not see that it
could neither speak to them nor could it guide them
to any [straight] path? Yet they took it for worship,
and they were wrongdoers.} [Surat al-A'raf: 148]

Because the Lord is the One Who embedded
desires in man and granted him reason and will, He
alone is worthy of legislation, rewarding whoever
complies and obeys and threatening whoever sins
and opposes.

Because the Lord is the One Who created souls
with an innate inclination to virtue and made
known to them the ways of goodness to pursue
them and the ways of evil to avoid them. Therefore,
He is the One worthy of clarifying the criteria of
truth and falsehood, guidance, and misguidance.

Because the Lord is Just, and to Him belongs
perfect justice. He does not do injustice as much as
an atom's weight. He is the All-Wise and the All-
Knowing Who puts everything in its right place.
Hence, there is no legislation that is better or more
perfect than His legislation and religion.

Because the Lord is Ever-Living; He does not die
or sleep. He is aware of His slaves' actions, sins, and
righteous and evil deeds. He is never unmindful of
the creation, even for a moment, and keeps count of
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the slaves' deeds. So, he is the One Who deserves to
legislate, reckon, convict, reward, and punish.

Second question: Is it possible for a man or a
group of people to lay down a religion for people to
adopt, enact legislations for them, determine by
themselves the criteria of virtue and vice, truth and
falsehood, and hold people accountable for their
deeds?

Answer: It is not possible for a man to put a
religion for others. Because he did not create them,
he does not know what is suitable for them, and
because he did not provide for them, he cannot
require them to adhere to his legislation, and
because he is not guided to the truth and guidance,
then how could the one who is incapable of guiding
himself guide others?! Man is wrongful and
ignorant, constantly pursuing the fulfillment of his
desires and seeking his pleasures, so how could he
legislate laws for others?! Man lacks perfect
wisdom and knowledge, so how could one who is
imperfect in these aspects legislate laws for
others?! Man does not possess perfect justice and,
consequently, shows favoritism to his people and
clan. So, how could such people put a religion and
set legislation?! Man forgets, sleeps, and dies, so
how could he encompass people's deeds to hold
them accountable?!

This way, it becomes clear that the Exalted and
Majestic Lord is the One Who lays down the
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religion, enacts legislations, rewards, and holds
people accountable for them, whereas man is
unqualified and incapable of doing all of this.

Third Topic: Tawhid (Monotheism) Existed
before Shirk (Polytheism) and Shirkls
Unoriginal and Incidental to Mankind

We have previously mentioned when talking
about the creation of Adam (peace be upon him)
that he, along with his offspring, adopted Tawhid
for ten centuries. Allah Almighty says:

(sl 3 450 Gl &)

{Mankind was just one nation} [Surat al-
Bagarah: 213] l.e. upon Tawhid. Then shirk
occurred among the people of Noah (peace be upon
him), and this marked its first appearance on earth.
The story of how thisshirk began, in brief, is that
there were righteous people among the
generations that preceded Noah who occupied a
special place in people's hearts. "They had
followers who took them as role models. When they
died, their companions, who were following their
example, said: If we could only make images of
them, this would make us yearn more for worship
when remembering them. So they made images of
them, and after their death, Satan whispered to
their successors that they used to worship them
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and invoke them for rain, so they worshipped
them.":

This was the first incident of shirk committed on
earth and, as you notice, it was introduced to people
by way of revering the righteous, and such
reverence led to worshiping them. After the people
of Noah, nations successively adopted shirk, and
each nation had its deities apart from Allah.
Shirkthen started a new phase as they claimed that
the angels were Allah's daughters and that Allah
took a wife and a child; however, Allah is far exalted
above what they say. Then, another new type of
shirk was introduced, namely, the claim of having
multiple gods that amounted to three or nine gods
in some nations.

Shirk is wholly false and devoid of goodness, and
all legal proofs from the revelation and logic forbid
shirk and consider it an infraction without
knowledge. Allah Almighty says:

il ple iy s (o Al A58 5 4135 Gl 855 4 Tfea 5)
{Osmi e M35

{They regard the jinn as partners of Allah, even
though He created them, and they falsely attribute
to Him sons and daughters without knowledge.
Glorified and Exalted is He far above what they
ascribe to Him.} [Surat al-An‘am: 100] I have
already presented, in a previous topic, proofs that

1 Sahih Al-Bukhari (3445).
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confirm the prohibition and invalidity of shirk and
the fact that man must worship Allah alone with no
partner.

Fourth Topic: The True Religion Is the
Religion of the Prophets (Peace Be upon
Them)

Given the fact that Allah alone is the One Who
enjoined the religion and enacted the legislations,
He conveyed His religion to people through His
messengers and prophets (peace be upon them).
The core of Allah's religion revolves around
worshiping Him alone, having faith in meeting Him,
and getting ready for the Day of Resurrection and
Reckoning. It must be known that all the prophets
agreed on the belief in the major fundamentals of
faith, namely having faith in Allah and His angels,
having faith in the divine books like the Torah, the
Gospel, the Psalms - before being distorted - and the
Qur’an, having faith in all the prophets and
messengers (peace be upon them), having faith in
the seal of Prophets and Messengers, who is
Muhammad the Messenger of Allah, having faith in
destiny, and having faith in the Last Day. We should
also know that if this worldly life had been the
ultimate end, life and existence would have been
absolutely futile.

The religion of Allah includes the call to worship
Allah alone in compliance with the principles of the
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major acts of worship, which are: Salah (prayer): It
is standing, bowing, prostrating, remembering
Allah, praising, and supplicating Him. A Muslim
performs it five times a day. During the prayer, all
differences disappear, as the rich and the poor, the
leader and the followers all pray side by side in the
same row. Zakah: It is the slight amount of money -
according to the conditions and amounts set by
Allah - that must be paid from the property of the
rich and given to the poor and others once a year.
Siyam (fast): It is abstention from fast invalidators
during daytime in the month of Ramadan, and it
enhances one's resolve and patience. Hajj
(pilgrimage): It is heading for the House of Allah in
Makkah once in a lifetime for one who is physically
and financially capable. During Hajj, all people are
equal in turning to the Exalted Creator, and all
differences and affiliations melt away. One of the
greatest advantages of the acts of worship in Islam
is the fact that their manner, timing, and conditions
were legislated by Allah Almighty and were
conveyed by His Messenger without any human
interference, neither by increase nor decrease, until
today. All prophets (peace be wupon them)
advocated all these major acts of worship.

The religion of Allah commands dutifulness to
one's parents, even if non-Muslims, and kind
treatment to one's children. It also commands
justice in words and deeds, even with enemies,
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besides showing kindness to everyone. True
religion calls for noble morals and good deeds.

The religion of Allah instructs the adoption of
praiseworthy morals like honesty, fulfillment of
trust, chastity, modesty, bravery, sacrifice,
generosity, helping the needy, reliving the
distressed, feeding the hungry, treating neighbors
kindly, maintaining Kkinship ties, and showing
kindness to animals.

On the other hand, the religion of Allah forbids
associating partners with Allah, disbelief, the
worship of idols, saying things about Allah without
knowledge, killing one's children, killing an
inviolable soul, spreading corruption on earth,
magic, apparent and hidden immoralities, adultery,
and homosexuality. It also forbids riba (usury),
eating dead animals and what is sacrificed to idols
and images. It forbids the flesh of swine and all
kinds of impurities and filth. It forbids consuming
the orphan's property, giving less in measure and
weight, and severing kinship ties. All the prophets
(peace be upon them) agreed on the forbiddance of
such prohibitions.

The religion of Allah also forbids dispraised
morals like lying, cheating, betrayal, treason,
deception, envy, malice, theft, transgression,
oppression, and every other evil trait.

The religion of Allah holds reason in high esteem
and makes it the basis of accountability. It has freed
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it from the shackles of superstitions and paganism.
In the religion of Allah, there are no secrets or
special rulings for one category of people apart
from the others. All its rulings and legislations
comply with sound reason and with the
requirements of justice and wisdom. Allah has
forbidden whatever spoils people's reason like
drugs.

The religion of Allah reveres sound knowledge,
encourages unbiased scientific research, and calls
for reflection and contemplation in ourselves and
the universe around us. Allah Almighty says:
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{We will show them Our signs in the universe
and in their own selves until it becomes clear to
them that this [Qur’an] is the truth. Is it not enough
that your Lord is a Witness over all things?} [Surat
Fussilat: 53] Sound scientific conclusions do not
contradict the true religion.

Fifth Topic: Plurality of Religions and Deities
We have previously mentioned that Islam is the
sound religion in the sight of Allah, as Allah
Almighty says:
() 0 e 30 5y
{The true religion with Allah is Islam.} [Surat Al
‘Imran: 19] And whoever seeks guidance in another

137



religion, never will it be accepted from him, as Allah
Almighty says:
(e on A Ga353Y) b 3 5 ake 0 B s DILY) 32 &5 a5)

{Anyone who seeks a religion other than Islam,
never will it be accepted from him; and in the
Hereafter he will be among the losers.} [Surat Al
‘Imran: 85] We have also mentioned that Adam and
his offspring adopted pure Tawhid (monotheism),
then Shirk (polytheism) was introduced and there
were multiple deities. Some worshipped rocks,
others worshipped cows, human beings, orbits, or
stars. Worshippers started following different
courses, some approached animals, others resorted
to caves for contemplation and worship; some
abstained from permissible desires to purify their
souls, whereas others got immersed in the filth of
animals seeking holiness.

Man may wonder about the secret behind this
plurality of religions. We say: When the devil acted
with arrogance towards Allah and refused to
prostrate to Adam when commanded by Allah, he
promised to mislead the children of Adam out of
envy at them and their father because they were
given preference over him. The Exalted and
Majestic Lord says about this:
*UM\wuﬁeiu)&“idm¢mwuidmuum\uda}
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{[Allah] said, “O Iblis, what prevented you from
prostrating to whom I created with My two Hands?
Did you just become proud or have you always been
arrogant?”

He said, “I am better than him: You created me
from fire and created him from clay.”

[Allah] said, “Then get out of here, for you are
accursed,

and My curse will be upon you until the Day of
Judgment."

He said: "My Lord, then give me respite until the
Day of their resurrection.”

Allah said, “You are given respite,

until the Day of the appointed time."

Iblis said, “By Your Glory, I will surely mislead
them all,

except for Your chosen slaves among them.”

Allah said, “Such is the truth - and I only say the
truth -

that I will certainly fill Hell with you and those
of them who follow you all together.”} [Surat Sad:
75-85]

When Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) (peace be upon
him) went to prison being falsely convicted, and
two polytheists were sent to prison along with him,
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he asked them a question revealing the truth about
all other deities apart from Allah saying:
(DN 250 80 ol 8 585 Sl (AL aslia )

{O my two fellow prisoners, which is better:
many different lords or Allah, the One, the
Subjugator?} [Surat Yusuf:39] Now, we are asking
the same question: Are such deities, currently
worshipped apart from Allah, better or Allah, the
One, the Subjugator?

Allah, the Glorified and Exalted, mentioned that
the Jews worshiped ‘Uzayr (Ezra) and the
Christians worshiped Al-Masih (the Messiah)
(peace be upon him), then the Exalted and Majestic
Lord clarified that by worshiping human beings like
themselves, they imitate the words of the previous
disbelieving nations. Allah Almighty says:

38 U 0 (5l s Sl 1 (50 555 ) )
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{The Jews say, "Ezra is the son of Allah," and the

Christians say: "The Messiah is the son of Allah."
These are mere words that they utter, imitating the
words of the disbelievers before them. May Allah
ruin them; how can they be deluded?} [Surat at-
Tawbah: 30] Allah concluded the verse with His
saying:

{085 i}

{How can they be deluded?} How can they be
turned away from worshiping the Lord, the Creator,
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and the Provider to worshiping a creature that has
no power to benefit or harm himself?

So, the plurality of religions is nothing but a
response to the devil's enticement of Adam's
children; otherwise, how could a sane human being
who hears, sees, and acts according to his will
worship an inanimate object, a grave, an animal, or
a dead person who cannot hear or see, harm or
benefit, relieve a supplicant, or save a distressed
person? However, people follow one another in
imitating their ancestors and showing intolerance
and favoritism regarding what they are accustomed
to without even examining it to find out whether it
is true or false, useful, or harmful? We ask Allah to
show us the truth, help us follow it, show us
falsehood, and help us avoid it!

Sixth Topic: Categories of People in Terms of
Religion

We mentioned earlier that mankind lived ten
centuries upon Tawhid (monotheism), then shirk
(polytheism) was introduced during the time of
Noah, and later people were divided into two
categories:

First category: Followers of the messengers
(peace be upon them) who believed in Allah and the
Last Day and worshiped Allah with clear evidence,
led their life in compliance with what Allah has
legislated for them, made lawful what Allah has
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made lawful, and made unlawful what Allah has
made unlawful, because lawful is what Allah has
made lawful and unlawful is what He has made
unlawful. They refrained from immoralities and
sins and avoided oppressing people and treating
them unjustly. These were the truly religious
people, and they alone were the ones who were
upon the sound religion.

Second category: Those who did not follow the
messengers (peace be upon them) either out of
rejection and arrogance or ignorance of what was
brought by the messengers (peace be upon them).
The call to Allah has not reached them in a way that
enables them to know and follow the truth. Hence,
they kept adopting unsubstantiated beliefs related
to the unseen, wandering blindly into the darkness
of disbelief and polytheism, and inventing
whatever they wished of beliefs and religions. One
among this category remains confused looking for
the truth. He keeps trying different courses until he
dies without realizing the truth, or Allah graciously
grants him guidance, and he, thus, recognizes the
straight path, the path of the messengers (peace be
upon him), and believes in it.

Religions that people follow and that have not
been legislated by Allah, the Exalted and Majestic,
are numerous. Among such religions are those that
were originally brought by the prophets (peace be
upon them), and they are Judaism and Christianity.
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At their time, they represented Allah's religion that
He approved for His creation and with which He
sent His messengers. However, the Jews and the
Christians distorted their religion, obliterated its
features, changed their books, and wasted them.
Therefore, they no longer have a sound religion or
an accredited divine book. In fact, many of the
beliefs of the Romans, the Greeks, the Persians, and
others have been introduced to these two religions.
Other religions were not originally brought by
the prophets (peace be upon them); rather, they
were innovated by mankind, and they are
numerous, such as Hinduism, Confucianism,
Zoroastrianism, Taoism, Buddhism, and the like.
We know that Confucius, Buddha, Zoroaster, and
others were great people during their time;
however, we found nothing in their lives -
according to the sources we have come across -
indicating that they believed in Allah and the Last
Day and that they called people to worship Allah
alone. We know that they impacted their people's
lives and called them to reform their worldly
affairs, help each other, support the weak and the
needy, and avoid vices and wronging people
besides other moral virtues, and they lived on that.
They did not call their followers to venerate them,
exaggerate in honoring them, and worship them;
nonetheless, centuries after their death, people
came to follow them without realizing the truth
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about their beliefs. Hence, they exaggerated in
honoring them and put them in a status above that
of mankind, which led some to worship them.

Exaggeration in honoring people, making
changes in religion and beliefs, and taking that to
unprecedented phases represent a common factor
between religions that contradict the true religion
of Allah. If you examine the history of any opposing
religion, you will find out that it moved from one
phase to another.

Some people think that all religions are the same
and are equally false, so they live as atheists
without knowing their Lord or believing in meeting
Him. This indicates their ignorance as they do not
know the true religion and are not guided to the
straight path. An atheist has no soundproof of his
atheism; rather, he does not realize the truth and
thus thinks that all religions are false. His
assumption that the distorted religions, like
Judaism and Christianity, and the innovated human
religions are all false is a true assumption; however,
his deficient knowledge fails to make him know
I[slam, which is the true religion. Consequently, he
lives as an atheist, thinking that he has made the
right decision, yet there is no doubt that this
decision is founded on incomplete premises that
lead to false conclusions.
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Seventh Topic: Common Factors between
False Religions

The distorted and paganistic religions have
many factors in common, some of which are:

Human beings are the ones who laid down and
legislated these religions, and since weakness is
one of the human traits, therefore, the religion they
lay down will be weak as a reflection of their own
weakness, and we clarified earlier that man is
unqualified to lay down a religion for another
human being like himself to follow.

False religions are always subject to change and
alteration and never remain in one state given the
fact that every generation wants to develop and
change the religion and admires things that were
not practiced by the preceding generations. This is
why we see such religions passing through
changing stages and phases, each of which is
different from the preceding one.

False religions tend to sanctify individuals and
treat them as gods, while ascribing to them actions
and attributes from the characteristics of the
Exalted and Majestic Lord like knowing the unseen,
sending down rain, and relieving distress. They
consider them children of the Exalted and Majestic
Lord; rather, such deities resemble a family that has
a father, a son, a mother, and so on. On the other
hand, the messengers taught their followers not to
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exaggerate in revering them and prevented them
from granting them a higher status than theirs.
Prophet Muhammad, for instance, said in one of his
sermons:
) a1 58 corae Ul Laild can ya 0l (5 laill ki LS (5 ki W)
[38].(As0s
"Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians
exaggerated in praising the son of Mary, for [ am
only His slave. So, call me the slave of Allah and His
messenger."t Allah forbade the Jews and the
Christians from extremism. Allah Almighty says:
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{Say, “O People of the Book, do not exceed the
limits of the truth in your religion, nor follow the
desires of people who went astray before, and
misled many and themselves strayed from the
straight path.”} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 77]

One of the major causes that prevent the
followers of false religions from following the
messengers (peace be upon them) and adhering to
their guidance is bigotry, in addition to imitation
and partiality for falsehood. This is clear in their
words that were reported by Allah as He says:
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1 Tafsir Ibn Kathir (8/247), slightly adapted.
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{When it is said to them, “Come to what Allah
has sent down and to the Messenger,” they say,
“What we have found our forefathers upon is
sufficient for us.” Even though their forefathers
knew nothing nor were they guided?} [Surat al-
Ma’idah: 104] Allah Almighty also says:
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{Relate to them the story of Abraham,

when he said to his father and his people, “What
do you worship?”

They said, “We worship idols and remain
devoted to them.”

He said, “Do they hear you when you call upon
them?

Or can they benefit or harm you?”

They said, “No, but this is what we found our
forefathers doing.”} [Surat ash-Shu‘ara’: 69-74]

One of the most prominent common factors
between false religions is a great deal of
superstitions and myths that are rejected by both
divine law and reason, and which are even
impossible to believe. However, followers of these
religions got used to such superstitions and
believed them, and they did not dare to doubt them.

False religions applaud classism and divide
people into high classes that enjoy exclusive
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privileges; some even believe in the existence of a
divine element in this class. The division continues
until reaching the last class, which is the outcast
class that does not deserve to live in peace. On the
contrary, true religion makes all people equal
before the Lord, before the divine law, and
concerning the reward and punishment.

False religions grant ranks and titles to religious
leaders, and people in each class cannot be
promoted to a higher class except through certain
methods, known arrangements, recognized
sacrifices, and extreme loyalty to the religious chief.
People in each rank are unaware of what is being
discussed among those in a higher rank, and people
in each rank have religious secrets that are
unknown to those in a lower rank. Furthermore,
leaders of false religions surround themselves with
absolute secrecy to maintain their prestige and
status among the commoners.

Leaders of false religions are keen on consuming
people's properties wrongfully. Rarely, you may
find a distorted religion that has not come up with
a solid mechanism to collect money from its
followers. They delude their followers into
believing that the more they spend on them, the
more they can guarantee them a happy life in both
abodes.
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Eighth Topic: The Incontrovertible Fact

Belief in the divine religion is deemed an
incontrovertible and conclusive fact that
approaches the level of certain knowledge and that
is confirmed by numerous corroborative proofs
and collaborative evidence. Belief in the divine
religion is also deemed a sound, correct, and
truthful belief, and its proofs are based on fitrah
(sound natural disposition) and are indisputably
established, thus, a person who is not biased to his
desires, imitation, and stagnation cannot deny such
proofs. The fact that its proofs are fitrah-based
means that man has a sound innate inclination to
believe in the Lordship of Allah and to resort to
Him; and being indisputably established means
that a sane person cannot dissuade his mind from
believing in the existence, Lordship, and divinity of
Allah.

Also, belief in true religion is supported by
numerous tangible legal and rational proofs. Such
proofs are extremely diverse and are spread out in
the Noble Qur'an. They serve as supporting
arguments in various fields as there are proofs
related to the human soul, others related to the
heavens, earth, seas, mountains, and rivers, and
others that serve as rational proofs and cited
examples, some of which were mentioned in
previous topics of this book. Whoever would like to
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reflect upon these proofs further, let him review the
Noble Quran or the translation of its meanings.

This incontrovertible fact is validated by history
through the succession of those who believe in it,
starting from Adam (peace be upon him) and until
today, as the believers in Allah are steadfast in their
faith, well-grounded in their beliefs, and adopt one
methodology. The religion that a Muslim adopts
today is the same one adopted by Noah (peace be
upon him) along with his followers, the one
adopted by Abraham (peace be upon him) along
with his followers, the one adopted by Moses
(peace be upon him) along with his followers, the
one adopted by Jesus (peace be upon him) along
with his followers, and the one that was adopted by
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, along with his
followers until today.

The strongest evidence of this indisputable fact
is the adherence of the Muslim Ummabh to this great
religion in terms of belief, application, and practice
and their compliance with the course of Prophet
Muhammad and his Companions (may Allah be
pleased with them), thus, no change could be found
in the Muslims' beliefs or in the manner of
performing their acts of worship. The fact that
Islam has remained preserved just as it was
revealed by Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, and that
the Ummabh still adheres thereto are the best proof
of the issue in question.
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Based on that, a sane person who is not confined
to the shackles of the past and the traditions of
society should search for the true divine religion,
examine its proofs, and follow it as it is the way to
salvation and success in both abodes.

Chapter Four: The Unseen Worlds: the

Honorable Angels, the Jinn, and the Devils

In a previous topic, we mentioned the creation of
the honorable angels and the creation of the devils.
In this chapter, we shall briefly clarify the nature of
these worlds, their attributes, and their actions.

First Topic: The Angels; Their Nature,
Attributes, Number, and Actions

The angels are from among Allah's creation. He
created them for His worship, as they obey Allah
and never disobey Him, and they do whatever they
are commanded. They vary in terms of creation and
possess enormous powers of which none is fully
aware except Allah. They have no desires like
human beings. Some of their great actions include
descending with the revelation from Allah to His
messengers (peace be upon them). Some of them
are in charge of breathing life to the souls, whereas
others are keepers of Paradise and Hell. Their
actions also include supporting the believers,
helping the righteous concerning worship, and
making it pleasing to their hearts, and witnessing
the acts of worship of the worshippers. As for their
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numbers, none keeps count of them except Allah.
Every day, seventy thousand of them enter Al-Bayt
Al-Ma'mir, in the seventh heaven, and never return
thereto.

Second Topic: World of the Jinn and the
Devils; Their Attributes and Actions

Allah created the jinn and commanded them to
worship Him. Whoever obeys from among them is
a believer, and whoever disobeys is a disbelieving
devil. Arrogance, injustice, oppression, and envy
are some of the devils' attributes, and the gravest of
their actions are misleading the children of Adam,
making evil deeds appealing to them, inciting them
to such deeds, and spreading immorality among the
believers. Iblis (Satan) is their chief. Every single
vice committed by the children of Adam they are
the ones who make it appealing to them and help
them with it. There are devils among humans just
as there are devils among the jinn, and they all aid
one another in evil and corruption.

Third Topic: Impact of Knowing such Worlds
and Believing in Them

Knowing such worlds, their numbers, attributes,
and actions make one more aware of such
surrounding worlds. The believer feels at ease in
the angels' presence and knows that they are with
him, and that Allah has commanded them to
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support him in worship and to endear it to him. He
knows that they defend him in difficult situations
by Allah's command, as Allah Almighty says:

{05 A8 G cally K3at 1 0 CISSLG 2655 (55 1)

{[Remember] when you were imploring the
assistance of your Lord [at Badr] and He responded
to you: "I will reinforce you with a thousand angels,
following one another in succession."} [Surat al-
Anfal: 9] Allah Almighty also says:
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{For each person, there are successive angels in
front of him and behind him, guarding him by the
command of Allah.} [Surat ar-Ra‘d: 11] He also feels
shy of them because he knows that he has angels
along with him recording his deeds, and they never
leave him except when he relieves himself or when
having sexual intercourse.

Knowing the devils and being aware of their
actions make one careful not to let them mislead
him, as they have already misled many of the
humans and the jinn. Allah Almighty says:
ug_muu@_\;&ﬁw\w?&y\cﬁ\usuw\?&m‘yeﬂ@u}
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{O children of Adam, do not let Satan seduce you
as he caused your parents to be expelled from the
Garden, stripping them of their garments and
making their private parts visible to them. He and
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his offspring see you from where you cannot see
them. We have made the devils allies to those who
disbelieve.} [Surat al-A‘raf: 27] This also makes one
hold fast to Allah against their scheme, plan, and
whispering; and makes him love the deeds that
protect him from the devils and keep him far from
them; and avoid acts that, when practiced, help the
devils against him like negligence, disbelief,
polytheism, magic, filth, and eating unlawful foods
and dead animals, besides the practice of
immoralities and sins.

It must be known that angels and devils do not
lead man directly toward what they want; rather,
the angel makes the act of obedience appealing to
man and encourages him to do it, whereas the devil
incites him to sin and endears it to him. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Satan threatens you with poverty and orders
you to commit shameful acts, but Allah promises
you forgiveness and bounty from Him. And Allah is
All-Encompassing,  All-Knowing.}  [Surat al-
Bagarah: 268]

Knowing these worlds makes one certain that
there is only One Creator, namely the Exalted and
Majestic Lord, and there is a created being who is
either a human, an angel, a jinn, an animal, or an
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inanimate object. One's certain knowledge about
that and the Creator's right, and the created beings
around him and the extent of their effect on others
all make him live in perfect peace and absolute
serenity that none can harm or benefit except the
Exalted and Majestic Lord, which increases his faith
in Allah and enhances his servitude to Him.

One's knowledge about such worlds also makes
him uninterested in the superstitions and myths
that people propagate to magnify the acts of the
jinn, devils, spirits, horoscopes, and surrounding
creatures; rather, it makes him a believer in the
great Lord, not restrained by superstition and
ignorance, and a follower of evidence and proof.

Chapter Five: The Divine Books

First Topic: The Truth about the Divine
Books

The divine books are those that Allah sent down
to His messengers and prophets (peace be upon
them). The most famous of these books are: the
Scriptures of Abraham, the Scriptures of Moses, the
Torah that Allah sent down to Moses, the Psalms
that Allah sent down to Dawud (David), the Gospel
that Allah sent down to Jesus (peace be upon them
all), and the last and best of these books is the Great
Qur'an that Allah sent down to His Messenger
Muhammad.
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The divine book is the revelation and speech of
Allah that is brought down by Angel Gabriel (peace
be upon him) to the prophet who is meant to
receive it, and it contains the religion that must be
adopted by the nation to which the bookis sent, and
it clarifies the laws that He has legislated for them.

The angel does not descend with the revelation
except by Allah's permission, and when the angel
descends with the revelation, other angels descend
with him to protect the prophet (peace be upon
him) and protect the revelation sent to him. Allah
Almighty says:
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{[He is] Knower of the unseen, He does not
reveal His unseen to anyone,
except the messenger whom He chooses, then
He appoints angel-guards before him and behind
him

to ensure that the messengers fully conveyed
the messages of their Lord. He encompasses in His
knowledge all about them, and keeps count of all
things.”} [Surat al-Jinn: 26-28] which means: that
the prophet to whom the revelation is sent knows
that the angels conveyed from Allah and protected
and defended the message.:

1 Tafsir Al-Baghawi (8/268).
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A Muslim believes in the previous divine books;
in other words, he bears witness that Allah sent
down these books to those noble prophets (peace
be upon them) and believes that they represent the
revelation that had to be followed at its time. He
also believes that all such books were obliterated,
distorted, and lost, except the Great Qur’an, the last
book that will continue to guide mankind till the
end of time.

It includes such intellectual evidences and
conclusive arguments that dazzle the minds. Some
of these evidences are indicative of the Lordship of
Allah Almighty and that none should be worshiped
except Him, as mentioned in the statement of Allah
Almighty:
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{Were they created by none, or were they the
creators [of themselves]?

Or did they create the heavens and earth?
Rather, they are not certain in faith.} [Surat at Tur:
35-36] Allah Almlghty also says:
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{Allah has never begotten a son, nor is there any
god besides Him. Otherwise, each god would have
taken away what he had created, and each would
have tried to gain supremacy over the other. Glory
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be to Allah far above what they ascribe to Him!}

[Surat al-Mu’'mintn: 91] And Allah Almighty says:
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{Does man not see that We have created him
from a sperm-drop, then he becomes a clear
adversary,

producing argument against Us while forgetting
his own creation. He says, “Who can give life to the
bones after they have crumbled to dust?”

Say: "The One Who created them in the first
place will give life to them, for He has full
knowledge of every created being."

the One Who made for you fire out of the green
tree, with which you kindle your fires.”

Is not the One Who created the heavens and
earth able to create the like of these [people]? Yes
indeed, for He is the Creator of all, the All-Knowing.}
[Surat Ya-Sin: 77-81]

Second Topic: Attributes of the glorious
divine books

The divine books are the speech of Allah, and
Allah's speech is one of His attributes, so it
comprises perfection, majesty, beauty, knowledge,
and wisdom.
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All the divine books enjoin worshiping Allah and
refraining from worshiping anything other than
Him. They all confirm the fundamentals of belief in
Allah. They are quite sufficient, covering all the
needs of mankind. They clarify the religion,
recompense, and righteous deeds and warn against
their opposites. Allah Almighty says:
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{Is it not enough for them that We have sent
down to you the Book which is being recited to
them? Indeed, there is a mercy and reminder in it
for people who believe.} [Surat al-‘Ankabit: 51]

They contain guidance and mercy for mankind
and clarify in detail everything that people find
confusing about the unseen, religion, resurrection,
and recompense. Allah Almighty says:
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{Then We gave Moses the Scripture, completing
[Our favor] upon those who do good, and explaining
everything in detail, and as a guidance and a mercy,
so that they may believe in their meeting with their
Lord.} [Surat al-An‘am: 154]

They contain admonitions that soften the hearts
and bring them closer to their Lord and guide them
to what purifies, reforms, and cures them of the
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diseases of ignorance, misguidance, and confusion.
Allah Almighty says:
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{O mankind, there has come to you an
exhortation from your Lord, a cure for [illness] of
the hearts, a guidance and mercy for the believers.}
[Surat Yinus: 57]

They contain insights, signs, proofs, and
invincible evidence that support the truth and leave
no falsehood without putting an end to it and leave
no disbelief without wiping it out. Allah Almighty
says:
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{This [Qur’an] is an insight for people; a
guidance and mercy for people who are certain in
faith.} [Surat al-Jathiyah: 20] Allah Almighty also
says:
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{And say: "The truth has come, and falsehood
has perished. Indeed, falsehood is bound to
perish."} [Surat al-Isra’: 81]

Among the attributes of the divine books is that
they contain perfect certitude that cannot be
approached by suspicion and doubt. Allah Almighty
says:
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{This is the Book about which there is no doubt,
a guidance for the righteous.} [Surat al-Bagarah: 2]
i.e., this book is far above doubts and suspicions.

They contain perfect knowledge, as Allah
Almighty says:
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{Alif Lam Ra. This is a Book whose verses are
perfected, then fully explained, from One Who is
All-Wise, All-Aware.} [Surat Hud: 1]

Other attributes of the divine books include the
fact that they contain no contradictions and
inconsistencies. Allah Almighty says:
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{Do they not then ponder on the Qur’an? If it had
been from anyone other than Allah, they would
have found many discrepancies in it.} [Surat an-
Nisa’: 82]

Among the attributes of the divine books is that
they bear glad tidings to the believers and a
warning to the misguided disbelievers. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Ha Mim

A revelation from the Most Compassionate, the
Most Merciful,

a Book whose verses are well explained; an
Arabic Qur’an for people who understand,
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as a bearer of glad tidings and a warner; yet
most of them turn away and they do not listen.}
[Surat Fussilat: 1- 4] Allah Almighty also says:
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{All praise be to Allah Who has sent down upon
His slave the Book, and has not allowed any
crookedness therein,

an upright Book, to warn of severe punishment
from Him, and to give glad tidings to the believers
who do righteous deeds, that they will have a good
reward,

wherein they will abide forever;

and to warn those who say, “Allah has begotten
a son.” [Surat al-Kahf: 1-4]

Also, one of the attributes of the divine books is
that they do not focus on the private and personal
aspects of the prophets (peace be upon them) to
whom they were revealed. They make no mention
of their countries, tribes, clans, the names of their
fathers, mothers, wives, children, or dates of their
birth or death unless the situation requires
mentioning a private matter like when the name of
the father of Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him)
was mentioned.

In addition, there are other great and blissful
attributes of the divine books, and it is enough
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honor for these books that they are revered, pure,
and holy divine books.

There is another question here, which is: Is there
a divine book that was sent to other nations like the
Chinese, Indian, or African nations? Is there a
messenger from among them who was sent to
them?

The answer to this question is: Allah has created
people to worship Him, and He will resurrect them
to reward the righteous among them and punish
the defiant sinners. There shall be no reward or
punishment except after establishing indisputable
awareness. Allah, the Exalted and Majestic,
informed us that He did not leave His creation
unattended but sent them messengers. Allah
Almighty says:
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{We have sent you with the truth as a bearer of
glad tidings and a warner. There has never been
any community except that a warner came to it.}
[Surat Fatir: 24] Allah also made each messenger's
message in his own people's language to be
informed without excuse of ignorance and to
convey the truth to them. Allah Almighty says:
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{We did not send any messenger but in the

language of his people to make things clear for
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them. Allah causes to stray whom He wills and
guides whom He wills, and He is the All-Mighty, the
All-Wise.} [Surat Ibrahim: 4] A messenger or a
prophet would likely be sent to a particular nation,
then after a very long time, everything about him
would be effaced, and there would come
generations that know and hear nothing about such
a prophet, then they would come to think that no
messenger was sent to them.

It is also common that one may not know the
prophets of other peoples who were sent ages ago
and whose history was obliterated, such as a
Chinese person, for instance, may not know who
was sent to the Africans and vice versa. The Exalted
and Majestic Lord has recorded such a deficient
knowledge, saying:
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{We have sent revelation to you [O Prophet] just
as We revealed to Noah and the prophets after him.
We also sent revelation to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac,
Jacob and his descendants, and to Jesus, Job, Jonah,
Aaron, and Solomon, and We gave David the Psalms

There are messengers whose stories We have
already mentioned to you and messengers We have
not mentioned to you. And Allah spoke to Moses
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directly.} [Surat an-Nisa’: 163-164] Allah Almighty
says:
uwgw?@ujﬂ;wwe@ndmw)u)m)\ .\slj}
Al ot 0 el s 138 uguymu@uu\ Jshnl & s dlle
{u}liu.d\ SlEA el g

{We have sent messengers before you; of them
are some whose stories We have told you, and some
We have not. It was not for a messenger to bring a
sign except with Allah’s permission. But when the
decree of Allah comes, judgment will be passed
with justice, thereupon the people of falsehood will
be in utter loss.} [Surat Ghafir: 78] In conclusion,
our lack of knowledge about those messengers
does not mean that they were not sent, and the fact
that the current generations do not know the
messenger who was sent to the early generations
among their people does not also mean that no
messenger was sent to them.

It includes reports about the previous nations
that are found in no other books, and whatever is
mentioned therein in this regard cannot go against
the reality of what took place in the past. It also
reports details about the divine creation that
became known to people only in the modern age,
like mentioning the phases of the fetus in his
mother's womb. Allah Almighty says:
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{We created man from an extract of clay,

then We placed him as a sperm-drop in a safe
place,

then We made the sperm-drop into a clinging
clot, then We made the clinging clot into a lump,
then We made the lump into bones, and We clothed
the bones with flesh, and then We developed it into
another creation. So Blessed is Allah, the Best of
Creators.} [Surat al-Mu'mintn: 12-14] Another
example is mentioning the state of one who ascends
to space, as Allah Almighty says:
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{Whoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his
heart to Islam; and whoever He wills to lead astray,
He makes his heart tight and constricted, as if he
were climbing up into the sky. This is how Allah
punishes those who do not believe.} [Surat al-
An‘am: 125]

Even though this Great Qur’an consists of 600
pages, it contains no mistakes, discrepancies, or
contradictions. Allah Almighty says:
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{Do they not then ponder on the Qur’an? If it had
been from anyone other than Allah, they would
have surely found in it many discrepancies.} [Surat
an-Nisa’: 82]

It is free of doubts and suspicions as the Lord
asserted this at its beginning, saying:
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{This is the Book whereof there is no doubt, a
guidance for the righteous.} [Surat al-Baqarah: 2]
His saying: {That is the Book} using the
demonstrative noun that is only used to refer to
what is far, i.e,, the Great Qur’an is far above doubts
and suspicions; rather, the Lord asserted that and
stated that it is perfect, undoubted, and
unquestionable.

Allah has made the jinn and humans incapable of
producmg the like of this Book. Allah Almighty says:
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{Say, “If all humans and jinn were to come
together to produce something similar to this
Qur’an, they would not be able to produce the like
of it, even if they collaborated with one another.”}
[Surat al-Isra’: 88] Allah challenged mankind, from
the day of its revelation until the Day of Judgment,
to produce the like of it, or ten Surahs like it, or one
Surah like it, but they were unable, and their
inability proves that it is from Allah. Allah has
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guaranteed its preservation, so it has remained
preserved and will stay so until the Hour comes. It
exists in the same language it was revealed in, and
it was written by the Companions (may Allah be
pleased with them) during the lifetime of the
Messenger. Tens of them memorized it during the
Prophet's life, so it is transmitted by verbal
memorization through an uninterrupted chain of
reciters from the Messenger of Allah from Gabriel
(peace be upon him). It has also been preserved
through precise writing since the time of the
Companions (may Allah be pleased with them)
until today, and it will remain preserved until the
establishment of the Hour. Today, you can rarely
find a Muslim country that does not have thousands
of those who have memorized this Noble Qur’an;
even schoolboys compete to memorize and perfect
it, and international contests are held for this.

One of the wonders of this noble divine Book is
that Allah has facilitated its memorization to the
extent that you find thousands of Muslims, who are
non-native Arabic speakers, memorize it perfectly
and recite it in the same manner Arab Muslims
recite it, although one of them cannot memorize
even five sentences in Arabic.
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Third Topic: Major Facts Included in the
Divine Books

All the divine books call to the fundamentals of
faith in Allah, like belief in Allah, His angels, His
books, His messengers, the Last Day, and belief in
predestination. They all cite evidence and proofs of
these great fundamentals, warn against polytheism
and disbelief, and make mention of the evidence
and proofs that refute and invalidate polytheism
and disbelief and clarify the evil outcome of those
who adopt them.

The divine books also call to worship Allah
according to the principles of the major acts of
worship like prayer, Zakah, fasting, pilgrimage, and
dutifulness to parents. They command the
fulfillment of all rights, whether the rights of the
Creator or those of the created beings. They
encourage adherence to righteous morals and
ethical values and clarify the prohibitions,
immoralities, and sins that man must avoid. They
also explain the levels of such prohibitions and the
variation in the resulting punishment in both
abodes. Allah Almighty says:

mumju,dﬂ\m,\dmjuymwjuwﬂ\w(,ssty}

W Sl o 58 a1 8588 Y 5 () 1 5adl O (e 5 (o shs a1 )
ot 0o 4l (52435 £ o ) FR 0 4d) 34 235

{He has prescribed for you [believers] the same

religion which He enjoined upon Noah, and that
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which We have revealed to you [O Prophet] and
that which We enjoined upon Abraham, Moses, and
Jesus: “You should uphold the religion and make no
divisions therein.” What you are calling the
polytheists to is very hard for them. Allah chooses
for Himself whom He wills and guides to Himself
who turns to Him.} [Surat ash-Shura: 13] Allah
Almlghty also says:
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{Or has he not been informed of what is in the
Scriptures of Moses,
and of Abraham, who fulfilled his duty?
That no bearer of burden will bear the burden of
another,
and that man will not receive except what he
strives for,
and that his efforts will be examined,
then he will be recompensed in full.} [Surat an-
Najm: 36-41] Allah Almighty says:
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{Those who follow the Messenger - the
unlettered Prophet - whose description they find in
their Torah and the Gospel. He enjoins them to do
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what is good and forbids them from what is evil; he
makes lawful for them what is pure and makes
unlawful for them what is impure; he relieves them
of their burden and the shackles that were on them.
So those who believe in him, they honor and
support him, and follow the light which is sent
down with him - it is they who will be successful.”}
[Surat al-A‘raf: 157] After mentioning the major
principles that were conveyed by the prophets,
Allah Almighty says:
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{This is part of the wisdom that your Lord has
revealed to you [O Prophet]. Do not set up any other
god with Allah, or you will be thrown into Hell,
blameworthy and rejected.} [Surat al-Isra’: 39]

One of the things confirmed by all the divine
books is individual responsibility, which means
that man must seek his freedom and salvation and
must follow the straight path that leads to Allah's
pleasure and His Paradise. On the Day of Judgment,
it will be of no avail to say to one's Lord: I followed
my forefathers or the dignitaries of my religion, or
[ followed my nation and community since every
human being is responsible to free himself and look
into the truth conveyed to him from his Lord. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Say [O Prophet], “Should I seek a lord other
than Allah, when He is the Lord of everything?”
Every soul will face the consequences of its actions.
No bearer of burden will bear the burden of
another. Then to your Lord is your return, and He
will inform you concerning that over which you
used to differ.} [Surat al-An‘am: 164] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{We have bound every man’s deed to his neck.
On the Day of Resurrection, we will bring forth for
him a record which he will find spread open.

[It will be said,] “Read your record; this Day, you
are sufficient to take account of yourself.”

Whoever accepts guidance, it is only for his own
good; and whoever goes astray, it is only for his
own loss. No bearer of burden will bear the burden
of another, nor do We punish until We have sent a
messenger.} [Surat al-Isra’: 13-15]

These divine books also bear glad tidings to the
believers that they will enjoy a good life in this
world and eternal bliss in the Hereafter. On the
other hand, they warn the wrongdoers and the
disbelievers that they will suffer a miserable life in
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this world and eternal torment on the Day of
Judgment.

They also make it crystal clear that recompense,
reckoning, and reward are not only in this world;
rather, one could leave this world without being
punished for his crimes and misdeeds but will go
through the complete process of recompense,
reckoning, reward, and punishment in the
Hereafter.

Itis known that these books differ in terms of the
details they include about the acts of worship, the
religious duties, or the forms and manners of
performing the acts of worship. Something, for
instance, could be mentioned briefly in one book,
but in another book, it is mentioned in detail.

If we comprehend this, we will realize that the
human soul's love for goodness and acting upon it
are from the remains of the divine messages
conveyed by the prophets (peace be upon them)
and part of man's natural disposition that remained
safe from the distortion of the devils and the impact
of the traditions and the deviant acts of worship.

What further captures the attention of the
reader is that he can find in the great Qur'an
numerous details about the life of the Prophet of
Allah, Abraham, his family, his dialogue with his
father and people, and details about the family of
the Prophet of Allah, Jacob (peace be upon him), his
children, and grandchildren. Also, he will know
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details about the birth of Moses (peace be upon
him), his journeys, his debates with Pharaoh, the
destruction of Pharaoh and the salvation of Moses
and his people, and their long history. In addition,
the reader will come across the story of the family
of Imran in the great Qur’an. This family gave birth
to the mother of Prophet Yahya (John) (peace be
upon him), whom Christians refer to as John the
Baptist, and Mary (peace be upon her), the mother
of the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary (peace be upon
him). All these details are mentioned in the great
Qur’an to serve significant purposes, like clarifying
the concepts of monotheism, prophethood, and
Allah's support for His messengers and prophets.
On the other hand, you will not find detailed
information about the history of the Quraysh tribe,
the tribe of Prophet Muhammad (¥). You will not
find details about his family and children. In fact,
the names of the prophets Noah, Abraham, Moses,
David, Solomon, and the Messiah (peace be upon
them) are mentioned more frequently in the Qur'an
than the name of Muhammad (¥). This is
tremendous proof that this book is a revelation
inspired by Allah Almighty to His Messenger
Muhammad ().
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Fourth Topic: The Noble Qur’an Is the
Greatest Divine Book

The Noble Qur'an is the greatest divine book, the
most recent in terms of revelation, the most perfect
in clarifying the objectives of the divine messages,
the most comprehensive in explaining religious and
worldly interests, and the greatest book in terms of
clarity, rhetoric, and eloquence. One of the
Messenger's enemies from the people of Makkah
described it when he listened to the Qur'an, saying:
"By Allah, I have heard earlier such a speech from
Muhammad that can neither be the speech of a
human nor a jinn. It has sweetness and charm. Its
upper part is fruitful, and its lower part
overflowing. It surpasses and cannot be
superseded.":

It is the most extensive divine Book in clarifying
divine perfection, Tawhid (monotheism), the
Lordship and divinity of Allah, His names,
attributes, and actions, His worship, and sincerity
to Him in religion. It is the most perfect Book in
demonstrating the truth and refuting shirk
(polytheism) and kufr (disbelief). It contains such
indications, proofs, and evidence that none can
deny except the arrogant. This is why until today,
when a fair truth seeker reads the Qur’an,
regardless of his religion, he cannot help but believe

! Jami‘ Al-Bayan (17/509).
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in this Book and in the One Who revealed it and the
one with whom it was sent, i.e., Prophet
Muhammad.

Nothing like this divine Book was previously
revealed to mankind, and nothing comparable to it
will be revealed until the Hour comes. It is the
greatest of the prophets' miracles. This Book is the
guidance, the cure, the peace, the light, and the
mercy to the worlds. It contains the greatest criteria
of justice and clarification of rights. This Noble
Book is the light, the glad tidings, the warning, the
wisdom, the knowledge, the cure, the blessing, and
the straight path. Whoever adopts it will be guided,
and whoever abandons it will be misled. Allah, the
Glorified and Exalted, praised Himself for revealing
this Book, saying:
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{All praise be to Allah Who has sent down upon
His slave the Book, and has not allowed any
crookedness therein.} [Surat al-Kahf:1]

Among the evidence that proves it is a divine
book is finding therein details about the divine
instructions to Prophet Muhammad, as Allah
Almighty says:
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{Had We not made you stand firm, you would
nearly have inclined to them a little.
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*In that case, We would have made you taste
double punishment, both in this life and after death.
Thereupon, you would have found no helper
against Us.} [Surat al-Isra”: 74-75] Abu Ja ‘far at-
Tabari (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: "He
means O Muhammad, if you had slightly inclined to
those polytheists in what they asked you, in that
case, we would have made you taste double the
worldly punishment and double the after-death
punishment."

Allah Almighty also says:
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{If he had falsely attributed something to Us,
We would have surely seized him by the right

hand,

then severed his aorta,

and none of you could have rescued him.} [Surat
al-Haqqah: 44-47] In his commentary on this verse,
Shaykh As-Se'di said: "What was brought by the
revelation of the Lord of the worlds cannot possibly
be said by a human; rather, it is a speech indicating
the greatness of the One Who spoke it, the majesty
of His attributes, the perfection of the way He raises
and educates His slaves, and His exaltedness above
His slaves. Also, their thoughts do not befit Allah

1 Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman (p. 884).
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and His wisdom, for if he had falsely attributed to
Him
{5891 G
{something} false,
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{We would have surely seized him by the right
hand, then severed his aorta}, which is an artery
connected to the heart; if it is cut, it leads to death.
So, if we assume that the Messenger of Allah - far be
it from him - had falsely attributed something to
Allah, He would have hastened to punish him and
would have seized him with the grip of the All-
Mighty, Most Powerful because He is All-Wise and
Most Capable of all things and His wisdom entails
giving no respite to one who attributes lies to Him."
Allah Almighty also said to His Messenger::
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{Do not turn your eyes covetously towards the
various forms of splendor of this life that We have
given some of the [disbelievers] to enjoy, as a trial
for them. But the provision of your Lord is far better
and more lasting.} [Surat Taha: 131]

Think about it, dear reader, if this Noble Qur’an
had been composed by Muhammad, the Messenger

1 Slightly adapted from Al-Ilam Bima Fi Din An-Nasara Min Al-Fasad Wa Al-
Awham (p.238).
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of Allah, he would not have recorded such a thing
against himself to be recited by his followers after
him.

There is a question arising here: Why were the
previous books distorted and not preserved,
whereas the Noble Qur’an has been preserved until
today in the same language it was revealed in, and
it has remained in the same status without omitting
a single letter or changing a word thereof?

Seeking help from Allah, we say: The previous
divine books, like the Scriptures of Abraham and
Moses, the Torah, the Psalms, and the Gospel, were
sent down by Allah to specific peoples, and the
Exalted and Majestic Lord has set for them a fixed
term .After those people were gone and dispersed
among the nations, and the fixed term that the Lord
decreed for the book to be a reference for such
people was over, Allah allowed it to come to an end
because the purpose behind it ceased to exist since
it was suitable for mankind during a certain
historical phase and when this phase was over,
Allah brought another book that would be suitable
for the following phase. Allah knew in His pre-
knowledge that He would send down a
comprehensive book including all guidance,
virtues, truth, and evidence, namely the Great
Qur’an, and that He would make it a criterion over
the preceding books and an abrogator of such
books. Hence, after fulfilling their purpose, the Lord
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allowed the disappearance of the previous books to
pave the way for the revelation of the great divine
Book. This is the reason why Allah did not
guarantee preserving these earlier books and made
it the responsibility of their religious scholars, who
forgot, altered, and wasted such books. Had the
Exalted and Majestic Lord preserved such books,
they would have lasted until the end of time, as
nothing can be lost if Allah guarantees to preserve
them.

Whoever reviews the Old and New Testaments,
which they claim to include the Torah and the
Gospel, will certainly realize that such books in
their current form cannot possibly be divine books
because what they include of contradictions and
lies attributed to the Exalted and Majestic Lord and
to the infallible prophets (peace be upon them) are
repelled by sound reason and rejected by common
sense. They also attribute immoralities to the
prophets (peace be upon them) that common
people, let alone the elite, would disdain. In
addition, followers of these books do not claim to
have their original copies, rather, they agree that
the original books were lost centuries ago, and they
did not write these books except centuries after
their revelation, besides the fact that they were
written in a different language than the one they
were originally revealed in. After all this, how could
they still claim that they are divine books?
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As for the books of the other nations, no one
claims that they are divine books; rather, they are
attributed to the founder of the religion they are
following. It could even be known among them that
the one to whom the religion is attributed did not
write such a book, but it was written by his
followers after him. Given the fact that they admit
that such books are not infallible divine books, then
they are not to be added to the divine books, but
they are books written by man, and since they are
human books, therefore, we should deal with them
as we deal with other human writings; adopting
what is good and sound therein and leaving what is
not so.

Dear reader, we suggest that you read the
translation of the meanings of the Great Qur’an in
your language, as it is the greatest book that
mankind has ever known. It is the last divine
message to mankind, the greatest book ever, and it
includes significant rational proofs. We shall
mention here one of these proofs to arouse your
interest in getting and examining a copy of its
translated meanings.

As for the proof that we mentioned, it is the one
stated in His saying:
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{0 mankind, worship your Lord, who created
you and those before you, so that you may become
righteous;

He Who made the earth a resting place for you,
and the sky a canopy; and sends down rain from the
sky, and brings forth fruits thereby as a provision
for you. So do not set up rivals to Allah while you
know.} [Surat al-Bagarah: 21-22] Have a look at the
address with {O mankind}, which implies that all
mankind is from people, and it necessarily proves
that there are no gods among them, and since they
are humans, then they are under the control of the
Exalted and Majestic Lord. His saying: {Worship
your Lord}, the order here implies that they are
commanded and subjugated by a Great,
Omnipotent, and Dominant Lord. His saying: {Who
created you and those before you}, since they and
those who preceded them are created, then their
creation is a proof of their servitude to the Exalted
and Majestic Lord whether they like it or not. His
saying: {He Who made the earth a resting place for
you, and the sky a canopy; and sends down rain
from the sky} is clear proof of Allah's Lordship and
of the fact that He is the One Who created this and
managed it and this entails that they should
worship Him without associating anything with
Him.
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Chapter Six: Prophethood and Prophets
(peace be upon them)

First Topic: Reality of Prophethood

In this context, it is appropriate to talk about
prophethood, the Messenger of Allah (%), and the
revelation that the Prophet (3) receives, so we say:

Firstly, prophethood is a great status that can be
truly appreciated by Allah alone, who has decreed
and planned it. He bestows upon whomever he
wills from his creations. The true value of this noble
and great status can only be perceived by those
whom Allah has honored with prophethood among
the prophets and messengers (peace be upon
them). This is because it is a magnificent position
that Allah bestows upon whomever he wills from
his creation.

Prophethood is Allah's selection and choice of
His prophets and messengers (peace be upon them)
to receive revelation from Him. It is a
comprehensive divine message containing
everything that Allah enjoined upon the nation to
which it was revealed. This message includes
everything that human beings need to rectify
related to their religion, worldly affairs, and the
Hereafter. It contains certain unseen reports from
Allah, including the beginning of the creation of all
worlds, the creation of the heavens and all thatis in
them, and reports of the past nations from which
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human beings may benefit. It also includes matters
such as the resurrection and gathering of creations,
their recompense, divine commands and
prohibitions, and legislation. It is wisdom,
knowledge, guidance, clarification, light, and
admonition from Allah to His creation.

The greatest teachings brought by divine
messages include the Oneness of Allah, belief in
Him alone, and what it entails of worshiping Allah
alone. It also includes belief in the Last Day, which
is the Day of Recompense, abandoning the worship
of anything besides Allah, and warning against
polytheism and disbelief. Allah Almighty says:
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{We never sent before you [O Prophet] any
messenger without revealing to him that none has
the right to be worshiped except Me, so worship
Me.} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 25]

Prophethoods came with beneficial knowledge;
Allah Almighty says:
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{Then know [O Prophet] that none has the right
to be worshiped except Allah and seek forgiveness
for your sins and the [the sins of] the believing men
and women, for Allah knows your movements and
your places of rest.} [Surat Muhammad: 19] They
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also encourage doing good deeds, Allah Almighty
says:
{0 atie fa Q5 1K 3550 O ez 1}

{Do [good deeds] in gratitude, O household of
David!”But few of My slaves are grateful.} [Surat
Saba’: 13]

Prophethood is a pure divine blessing that
cannot be acquired, inherited, or obtained by any
other means. Itis a favor from Allah bestowed upon
whomever He wills from among His righteous
slaves. It is assigned by Allah to a righteous slave
from His creation to fulfill the duty of conveying the
message, and show patience in the face of trials,
denial from his people, and their opposition to him.
In fact, whenever Allah sent a messenger or a
prophet, his people opposed and harbored
animosity and enmity towards him. They rejected
his call and tried to avert people from him and his
message. Despite this, some believed, and some
disbelieved. Prophethood came to an end with the
mission of the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (),
who is the seal of the messengers.

Secondly, a messenger is a human being chosen,
selected, and approved by Allah to be a messenger
from Allah to His slaves, delivering the message
from Allah. The status of messengerhood is a great
status that Allah has exclusively assigned to the
chosen prophet whom He purifies and blesses with
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perfect manners, intellect, knowledge,
understanding, and wisdom. He endows him with
what qualifies him to receive revelation and convey
it to people. If it were not for this perfection with
which Allah blesses His messengers, they would not
have been able to endure or fulfill the divine
missions in the best manner. Therefore, Allah
Almighty said to His prophet Musa (peace be upon
him):
{ e e iiaily)

{So that you would be brought up under My

[watchful] Eye.} [Surat Ta-ha: 39] Allah also says:
{5

{I'have chosen you for Myself.} [Surat Ta-ha: 41]
Allah Almighty further says about the Seal of the
prophets and messengers (:£):

{38 I )

{Indeed, you are of a great moral character.}
[Surat al-Qalam: 4] This is so that the messenger
conveys the message, establishes the argument
upon people, calls them to believe in Allah, and
warns them against polytheism and disbelief.

Allah chooses His messengers (peace be upon
them) according to His wisdom, will, and choice, as
Allah says:

(A Jadg s dlef
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{Allah knows best where to place His message.}
[Surat al-An‘am: 124] Allah supports His
messengers (peace be upon them) with clear signs
that indicate their truthfulness, as we will discuss
in a topic in this chapter.

The greatest of messengers are Nuh, Ibrahim,
Miisa, ‘Isa, and Muhammad (peace be upon them),
and the most superior among them is the Seal of the
Prophets, Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah (£).

Thirdly, revelation is the hidden and quick
communication from Allah to His messengers
(peace be upon them). The angel entrusted with
revelation is Jibril (peace be upon him). Revelation
is the speech of Allah conveyed to the messenger by
the angel. The messenger receives revelation in one
of the forms mentioned in this verse where Allah
Almighty says:
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{It is not for a human being that Allah should
speak to him except through revelation, from
behind a veil, or by sending an angel-messenger to
reveal what He wills by His permission. Indeed, He
is Most High, All-Wise.} [Surat ash-Shura: 51] "This
means that the prophets receive revelation in
various ways: Allah speaks to them from behind a
veil, or an angel is sent to convey to him the
message of Allah, or they receive revelation during
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sleep, or Allah inspires them in their wakefulness
until they do not doubt that this is the case."

Second Topic: Qualities, Duties, and Missions
of the Prophets

Allah chooses the messengers and prophets
(peace be upon them) from among the people
according to His wisdom, knowledge, and will. He
chose them from the best of people, the most
perfect of them in terms of lineage and ancestry
among their people, and the most perfect in terms
of intellect. They were the purest in terms of hearts,
the cleanest in terms of bodies, the most truthful
and eloquent in speech, the most generous, the
most chaste, the most just, and the most forbearing
in their dealings with others.

Before assuming his mission, a messenger used
to be one of the most complete people in terms of
intellect, virtue, character, and morals. He did
nothing before assuming the mission of
prophethood that blemished prowess, such as
committing indecencies, deliberately lying,
oppressing people, and consuming their wealth.

Then, after assuming the mission of
prophethood, Allah protects him from sins, sends
down revelation to him, and supports him with
angels, signs, proofs, and conclusive arguments

1 Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim, Sahih Al-Bukhari (4935), and Sahih
Muslim (252).
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against polytheism and disbelief. We will mention
some of the signs granted to the prophets in this
chapter by Allah's permission.

The messengers (peace be upon them) are
humans. They eat food and walk in the markets like
the rest of humans. They have wives and offspring.
Allah Almighty says:
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{We did not send any messengers before you [O
Prophet] except that they ate food and walked in
the markets.} [Surat al-Furgan: 20] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{We have sent messengers before you and gave
them wives and offspring. It was not for any
messenger to bring a sign except with Allah’s
permission. Every matter has a destined time.}
[Surat ar-Ra‘d: 38]

But they are humans who receive revelation
from Allah. Allah Almighty says:
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{We did not send before you except men whom
We gave a revelation, from the people of each
society.} [Surat Yusuf: 109] Allah Exalted and
Majestic says:
mu;w;uwg;wm\uﬁjesmwwu&u\?@u)?@du}
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{Their messengers said to them, “We are no
more than human beings like you, but it is Allah
Who bestows His favor upon whom He wills of His
slaves. It is not for us to bring you proof except with
Allah’s permission, and in Allah, let the believers
put their trust.} [Surat Ibrahim: 11]

Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, sends
messengers in the language of their people so that
they can understand them, Allah Almighty says:
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{We did not send any messenger but in the
language of his people to make things clear for
them. Allah causes to stray whom He wills and
guides whom He wills, and He is the All-Mighty, the
All-Wise.} [Surat Ibrahim: 4]

Allah Almighty grants the messengers (peace be
upon them) this perfection so that they may be role
models for their followers. When they commanded
them to do something, they themselves were the
first to do it, and when they forbade them from
something, they were the first to abstain from it.
Prophet Shu‘ayb, said to his people, as Allah, the
Exalted and Majestic, mentioned about him:
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{He said, “O my people, what do you think, if I
should have a clear proof from my Lord, and He has
given me good provision from Himself. [ do not
want to go against what [ am forbidding you. I only
want to put things right to the best of my ability. My
success only comes through Allah; in Him, I put my
trust, and to Him, I turn.} [Surat Hud: 88] Allah
Almighty commanded the prophets' followers to
take their prophets as role models in doing good.
Allah Almighty says:
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{Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah, you have an
excellent example for those who look forward to
Allah and the Last Day and remember Allah much.}
[Surat al-Ahzab: 21] Allah Almighty also says:
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{You certainly have a good example in them for
those who look forward with hope to Allah and the
Last Day. But whoever turns away, Allah is indeed
the Self-Sufficient, the Praiseworthy.} [Surat al-
Mumtahanah: 6]

As for the duties of the prophets and messengers
(peace be upon them), the greatest of which is their
call for people to believe in Allah and worship Him
alone, without any partners. They call them to
believe in the Last Day, which is the Day of
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Judgment and the Day of Recompense and Account.
Allah did not send a prophet except with the
command to invite his people to believe in
monotheism and, on the Last Day, to get them out
of the darkness of disbelief, polytheism, and
superstitions to the light of faith, Islam,
monotheism, justice, uprightness, and a good life.
He is commanded to explain to his people the
manners and details of worship as well as things
that are permissible for them of good things and
inform them of what Allah has forbidden for them,
including polytheism, killing without a right,
unlawful sexual intercourse and obscenities,
whether apparent or hidden. Also, the prohibition
of Riba, consuming people's wealth unjustly, and all
that corrupts or destroys the intellect from impure
and evil things.

Among the duties of the messengers (peace be
upon them) is the recitation of the Book of Allah
that was revealed to them. They teach their
followers wisdom and purify their manners, words,
and beliefs. They guide them when they go astray
and remind them of the laws of Allah when they
neglect them. They renew for them what has
become neglected of their religion and turn them
away from error and ruin.

One of their greatest missions and duties is to be
a good example for their followers, practicing
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everything they call to and avoiding everything
they forbid.

Among the prophets' missions (peace be upon
them) is that the preceding prophet gives glad
tidings of the succeeding one and commands those
who will encounter him to believe in him. The
succeeding prophet believes in the preceding
prophet and commands his people to believe in the
prophets who came before him (peace be upon
them). This is because denying one prophet sent by
Allah, the Almighty, is equivalent to denying all the
prophets.

The prophets (peace be upon them) came to
preserve the true religion, to protect lives, blood,
wealth, and minds, and to safeguard progeny.
Preserving true religion ensures the salvation of
human beings in both worlds. Protecting lives and
blood ensures the safety of individuals and nations.
Safeguarding minds safeguards humanity from
deviation and superstition. Preserving wealth
ensures the well-being of people's livelihoods and
the stability of their everyday lives. Moreover, in
safeguarding progeny, the continuity of the human
species is secured, protecting it from the corruption
of adultery and mixing of lineages.
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Third Topic: Proofs of Prophethood and
Signs of Prophets

Proofs of prophethood are the proofs by which
the truthfulness of the prophets and messengers
(peace be upon them) is deduced. These proofs are
numerous and diverse, and they include the
following:

First proof: The content of the revelation they
brought, which includes calling people to believe in
Allah and the Last Day, knowledge of the unseen,
firmly established legislation, remarkable deeds
and events, mercy towards creation, and their call
to what brings salvation and deliverance while
warning against disbelief, polytheism, and immoral
behavior and what leads to destruction.

The legislation and reports they brought are
extremely precise and perfect, revealing truths and
guiding people. It is evident that such legislation
and reports could not originate from a human
being, no matter how knowledgeable or intelligent
they may be. This precision in legislation and
reports can only be the result of divine revelation
from Allah.

The second proof: The clear signs, which are
called by some as miracles. A miracle is what causes
the opponent to fail when challenged, and is an
extraordinary event that Allah, if He wills, carries
out through the one chosen for the status of
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prophethood, as a sign of their truthfulness and the
authenticity of their message. The miracles of the
prophets (peace be upon them) are numerous. For
example, the she-camel granted to Prophet Salih
(peace be upon him) as an argument against his
people, the staff of Prophet Musa (peace be upon
him) turning into a living serpent, the healing of the
blind and lepers and the raising of the dead as signs
of ‘Isa (peace be upon him). There are also
numerous miracles given to Muhammad, the
Messenger of Allah (%), the greatest of which is the
Noble Qur’an, the eternal miracle that challenged
both Jinn and mankind. As explained earlier, this
great sign, namely the Noble Qur’an, will remain in
effect until the Day of Judgment. There are other
miracles such as the Isra’ and Miraj (Night journey
to Al-Agsa Mosque and Ascension to the heavens),
the splitting of the moon, the stones glorifying Allah
in the Prophet's hand, and the tree trunk moaning
because of missing him. Additionally, there are
instances where he (¥) informed of future and past
events. The proofs of prophethood, however, are
not limited to miracles; they are numerous and
diverse.

It is known that the signs and miracles of the
prophets do not occur by their own choice,
willpower, or ability. Rather, they are carried out by
Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, by the hands of the
prophet as a sign and indication of his truthfulness.

195



Examples of this are the splitting of the moon, the
staff turning into a serpent, the revelation of the
Qur’an, and the knowledge of the unseen that Allah
informs the prophet about. Therefore, when the
disbelievers of Quraysh demanded the Messenger
of Allah, Muhammad, to show them a sign, Allah, the
Exalted and Majestic, said:
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{They say, “Why is it that no signs have been
sent down to him from his Lord?” Say, “The signs
are only with Allah, and I am only a clear warner.}
[Surat al-‘Ankabut: 50]

The third proof: The methodology of the
prophets (peace be upon them) is the same in terms
of their calling people to worship Allah, obey His
commands, believe in the Last Day, and have faith
in all the books and messengers. None of them
deviated from what they agreed upon. Their later
ones believed in and affirmed the earlier ones, and
their earlier ones gave glad tidings of the coming of
the later ones, as in the case when the Messiah and
the prophets before him (peace be upon them) gave
glad tidings of the coming of Muhammad, the
Messenger of Allah (%). Similarly, the Messenger of
Allah Muhammad (¥) affirmed all the prophets
who came before him.
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There is no contradiction or difference among
them, and their information is truthful and
accurate, involving no errors.

The fourth proof: They informed their nations
about Allah revealing to them regarding their
future victories, the failure of their enemies, and the
good outcome reserved for them. All this happened
exactly as they had informed, and nothing was left
out, just as it occurred with Nuh, Hud, Salih,
Shu‘ayb, Ibrahim, Lit, Misa, and our Prophet
Muhammad (may Allah's blessings and peace be
upon them all) as narrated by Allah Almighty in the
Noble Qur'an. These messengers (peace be upon
them) informed their people that Allah would
avenge the arrogant and defiant disbelievers, yet
their people used to mock them and would consider
the idea of punishment befalling them something
unlikely. However, punishment did befall them just
as the messengers (peace be upon them) had
warned, and they could not withstand it, nor could
they ward it off.

The fifth proof: Allah's support of the prophets
(peace be upon them) as He supported them with
signs, arguments, and proofs that made them
overcome the arrogant, defiant, and tyrannical
disbelievers. Allah Almighty says:
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{Allah said, “We will strengthen you through
your brother and give you both power, so they
cannot harm you. With Our signs, you and your
followers will prevail.”} [Surat al-Qasas: 35] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{We will surely help Our messengers and those
who believe in the life of this world and on the Day
when the witnesses will come forward,} [Surat
Ghafir: 51]

It is known from the established norms of Allah,
the Glorified and Exalted, that He supports the
truthful, exposes the liars, and does not support
them. Rather, He inevitably destroys them because
whoever falsely claims to be sent by Allah, the
Glorified and Exalted, Allah grants him respite for a
certain period, then destroys him, making his
destruction a lesson and humiliation for him in this
world and the Hereafter.

The sixth proof: The state of the prophet before
and after being commissioned with prophethood
testifies to his prophethood. That is because his
truthfulness, good character, and trustworthiness
would prevent him from lying to individuals. For,
how could he refrain from lying to his own people
and clan, then lie about the Exalted and Majestic
Lord? His family never knew him as a liar or
betrayer, but they knew him for his noble character.
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Therefore, the people of Shu ‘ayb said to him, as
Allah reported:
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{They said, “O Shu‘ayb, does your prayer
command you that we should forsake what our
forefathers worshiped, or that we should give up
dealing with our wealth as we please? Indeed, you
are such a forbearing and right-minded man!}
[Surat Hud: 87] For this reason, when the
revelation suddenly came to the Messenger of
Allah, Muhammad (%), and he went to his wife
Khadijah (may Allah be pleased with her) and
informed her of what he had seen, she said to him:
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Gl e cpaty capall o8y cagamall uSiy (JSI Jaad
[44] (s>
"Rejoice! By Allah, Allah will never disgrace you.
You maintain family ties, speak the truth, support
the weak, help the destitute, serve the guests
generously, and assist those afflicted with
calamities.": Thus, his truthfulness, good character,
and the generosity he had displayed throughout his
life served as proof for her of the truthfulness of
what he informed her, namely the descent of
revelation upon him. She knew that it was not
logical that he refrained from lying to people and

1 Musnad Ahmad Collection (8952).
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then would lie about Allah, far removed is the
Messenger of Allah from that.

The seventh proof: What the prophets and
messengers (peace be upon them) came with is
accepted by reason and innate nature, and people
find in it what they need and what rectifies their
affairs in all aspects of their religion and worldly
life. In fact, people aspired to attain what they came
with, as they brought noble and virtuous manners.
Thus, the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (%), said:

[45].(Y) lla oY iy L))
"I have been sent to perfect righteous manners.": It
is impossible for a prophet to command something,
and then people would say: "We wish he had not
commanded it," or "We wish he had not forbidden
it." This is because they command justice and forbid
indecency, evil, and transgression.:

The eighth proof: Before Allah commissions a
prophet to bear the message, he was not known to
his people as someone who used to speak about
faith and the unseen, nor did he command them to
believe in Tawhid, prevent them from polytheism
and disbelief, nor did he recite the revelation to
them until he actually received it and was honored

1 For more details about these proofs, see Al-Irshad Ila Sahih Al-I'tigad, by
Salih Al-Fawzan 181-183.
2 Sahth Muslim (2276).
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by Allah with conveying the message. Allah

Almighty says:
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{Likewise, we have revealed to you a revelation
by Our command. You knew nothing of the
Scripture or matters of faith, but We have made it
[i.e., the Qur'an] a light by which We guide whom
We will of Our slaves. And you are truly leading
people to a straight path,} [Surat ash-Shura: 52]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{You [O Prophet] never recited any book before
this, nor did you write with your hand. Otherwise,
the people of falsehood would have raised
suspicions.} [Surat al-‘Ankabut: 48] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{When Our verses are rec1ted to them clearly,
those who do not expect to meet Us say, "Bring us a
different Qur’an, or make changes in it." Say, "It is
not for me to change it on my own accord; I only
follow what is revealed to me. If I were to disobey
my Lord, I fear the punishment of a momentous
Day."
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Say, "If Allah had willed, I would not have recited
it to you, nor would He have made it known to you.
I have spent a lifetime among you before this. Do
you not then understand?"} [Surat Yunus: 15-16]

Fourth Topic: The Seal of the Messengers,
Muhammad, and the Final Message

The Seal of the Messengers, Muhammad, has
attained virtue and honor in terms of his lineage
and social status. The Messenger Muhammad (%)
said:
bl s AlS o Lty B il g cdielan] Ay e IS ilaal 411 ()

[47]. (518 o On Plibaal s adls o G B e
"Indeed, Allah chose Kinanah from the children of
Isma‘ll, and He chose the Quraysh from Banu
Kinanah, and He chose Banu Hashim from Quraysh,
and He chose me from Banu Hashim.": He attained
the greatest honor that cannot be equaled, as Allah
chose and selected him to be the seal of the
prophets and messengers (peace be upon them).
Allah purified, perfected, and endowed him with
perfections not available to anyone else among
humans. Allah purified his mind, as He says:
{3 b Kialia Ja 15}

{Your companion [i.e., the Prophet] has neither
strayed nor is he deluded.} [Surat an-Najm: 2] Allah
purified his heart as He says:

1 Sahih Al-Bukhari (3535) with this wording, and Sahih Muslim (2286).
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{The [Prophet’s] heart did not deny what he
saw.} [Surat an-Najm: 11] Allah purified his tongue,
as He says:
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{Nor does he speak out of his own desire.} [Surat
an-Najm: 3] Allah purified his sight, as He says:
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{His gaze did not wander, nor did it look beyond
the limit.} [Surat an-Najm: 17] Allah purified his
character, as he had a great moral character as
manifested in his generosity, trustworthiness,
justice, truthfulness, chastity, prudence, asceticism,
and bravery, so much so that Allah said about him:

i G2 al ol 3)

{Indeed, you are of a great moral character.}
[Surat al-Qalam: 4]

Then, Allah concluded prophethood and divine
messages with the message of the Messenger of
Allah, Muhammad (¥). His Lord honored him by
making him His messenger to all of creation. Allah
Almighty says:
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{We have not sent you [O Prophet] except as a
bearer of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind,
but most people do not know.} [Surat Sab’: 28]
Allah made him a witness over all people, testifying
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to the believers' faith and the disbelievers'

disbelief. He was a bearer of glad tidings and a

warner to them, inviting them to Allah. Allah

Almighty says:
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{O prophet, We have sent you as a witness, a
bearer of glad tidings and a warner,

and a caller to [the way of] Allah by His
command, and as a lamp spreading light.

And give glad tidings to the believers that they
will have a great bounty from Allah.} [Surat al-
Ahzab: 45-47]

The Messenger of Allah Muhammad (%) is the
best of all prophets and messengers. He is the
master of the children of Adam, the close friend of
Allah, and the seal of the prophets and messengers.
Allah Almighty says:
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{Muhammad is not the father of any of your
men, but the Messenger of Allah and the last of the
prophets. And Allah is All-Knowing of everything.}
[Surat al-Ahzab: 40] Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of
Allah (¥) said:
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"My similitude in comparison with the prophets
before me is that of a man who has built a house
nicely and beautifully, except for a place of one
brick in a corner. The people used to go about it,
wonder at it, and say: 'Would this brick be put in its
place!" So, I am that brick, and I am the last of the
prophets.": According to the Gospel available to the
Christians, the Messiah (peace be upon him)
prophesied the coming of the Messenger of Allah
Muhammad (¥), saying, "The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
Have you not ever read in the Scriptures: Jesus said
to them: This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous
in our eyes." In the present Torah, it is mentioned
that Allah said to Musa (peace be upon him): "I will
raise up for them a prophet like you from among
their brothers. I will put my words in his mouth,
and he will tell them everything I order him."s
Allah Almighty made his message complete and
comprehensive so that humanity would not need
another prophet after him. All the virtues and
praiseworthy principles found in previous
messages are encompassed in the final message,

1 Gospel of Matthew 42:21
2 Deuteronomy 18:18
3 Sharh Al-‘Agidah At-Tahawiyyah, by Al-Barrak (p.90).
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and it includes what was not found in those

previous messages. It provides everything

humanity needs until the establishment of the

Hour. Allah Almighty says:
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{Is it not enough for them that We have sent
down to you the Book which is being recited to
them? Indeed, there is a mercy and reminder in it
for people who believe.} [Surat al-‘Ankabiit: 51]
Allah Almighty also says:
cladliall & slasg ol Cua3all 525 o Al oo 08 5 )
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{ndeed, this Qur’an guides to what is most
upright and gives glad tidings to the believers who
do righteous deeds that they will have a great
reward.} [Surat al-Isra’: 9] Thus, the message of the
final Prophet (¥) is sufficient and comprehensive.
His message is a mercy to the worlds, as Allah
Almighty says:
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{And We have not sent you, [0 Muhammad],
except as a mercy to the worlds.} [Surat al-Anbiya’:
107]

In fact, through the Seal of the Messengers (%),
the perfection of religion was achieved, and the
divine messages were concluded and completed.
Allah Almighty says:
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{Today I have perfected for you your religion
and completed My favor upon you and have
approved for you Islam as religion} [Surat al-
Ma’idah: 3]

Being of such a remarkable degree of
truthfulness, honesty, purity, honor, and virtues,
although he was illiterate, not reading or writing,
nor having contact with anyone who could teach
him, he came with this great comprehensive
message and this magnificent, precise Qur’an. Also,
Allah has blessed him with great signs and miracles
and decreed victory for him, his religion, and his
followers for many generations to come. This is the
greatest evidence of his truthfulness and the
authenticity of his message. Allah Almighty says:
meu\w,m\mg_,w\\.u\dewu\_.\ucd}\‘y}M}m}}
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{They say, “Why is it that no signs have been
sent down to him from his Lord?” Say, “The signs
are only with Allah, and [ am only a clear warner.”

[s it not enough for them that We have sent
down to you the Book which is being recited to
them? Indeed, there is a mercy and reminder in it
for people who believe.} [Surat al-‘Ankabtt: 50-51]:

1 Al-Bidayah wa An-Nihayah (9/622).
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Since the final message is the last divine
message, it is obligatory to follow it, rely upon it,
and refer judgments to it. Anything that contradicts
it from the previous messages is either distorted
and changed or abrogated. Based on this, any
following of a person or book for the purpose of
worshiping Allah with other than what was brought
by the Seal of the Prophets is a false following that
will not benefit its doer in any way before Allah on
the Day of Judgment, and his efforts will be rejected.

Fifth Topic: People's reaction to the prophets
(peace be upon them)

The stance of the dignitaries of human
communities towards the messengers (upon them
be peace) is almost identical. For there is no nation
to whom a messenger was sent except that those
dignitaries denied him, accused him of being a liar
and a madman, and that he sought to monopolize
authority for himself apart from them. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Similarly, there came not to those before them
any messenger except that they said, "A magician or
a madman."

Did they suggest it to them? Rather, they
[themselves] are a transgressing people.} [Surat
adh-Dhariyat: 52-53] When Misa (peace be upon
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him) was sent by his Lord to Pharaoh, he and the
elite of his people said to him, as reported by Allah
Almighty:
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{They said, "Have you come to us to turn us
away from that upon which we found our fathers so
that you two may have grandeur in the land? And
we are not believers in you."} [Surat Yunus: 78]
Allah Almighty further says:
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{And [there is a sign in the story of] Moses when
We sent him to Pharaoh with compelling proofs,

But he and his supporters turned away, and he
said about [Moses], “A magician or a madman!”}
[Surat adh-Dhariyat: 38-39]

Someone may ask: Why is this stubborn position
against the messengers (peace be upon them),
although they call to the truth, enjoin what is good,
and forbid what is evil? We say: The majority of
those dignitaries claim to have exclusive access to
the truth and that they are on the right path,
considering anyone who disagrees with them to be
misguided. They assert their own distinction and
superiority over the common people, claiming that
they deserve authority. Based on this, they
subjugate others and assert their monopoly over
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knowledge, claiming to possess knowledge that the
common people are unaware of. These leaders
accuse the messengers (peace be upon them) of
being magicians to avert people from following
them. They say to them: "The messenger has
bewitched these young men who believed in him
and followed him." In addition to this, the man, in
general, is accustomed to what his fathers and
grandfathers used to believe in and adopt and hates
to leave it. Allah Almighty says:
Gell a5 U) U 58588 OB Y1) o 02 4358 8 Gl (e 5 e AU 5)
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{Likewise, We never sent any warner to a town
before you except that its affluent ones said, “We
found our forefathers on a path, and we are
following their footsteps.”} [Surat az-Zukhruf: 23]

Another reason is that the messengers (peace be
upon them) expose those who are undeservingly
revered and reveal their lies and exploitation of
people. They warn them against devouring people's
wealth unjustly, abolish their distinction, and
eliminate their arrogance. Instead, they say to the
people: You are all equal; from one father and
mother, there is no superiority for one of you over
another except by faith, piety, and righteous deeds.
The messengers (peace and blessings be upon
them) want the religion to be entirely for Allah,
meaning that submission, surrender, and worship
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should be for Allah, Lord of the worlds. And that the
judgment should be for the law of the Lord of the
worlds. Those who are undeservingly revered want
people to follow them in what they have legislated
for them and in the falsehood they have fabricated
for them, setting themselves as a referential
authority instead of judging by the law of Allah, the
Glorified and Exalted. They want them to judge by
the laws and procedures they legislate for them and
that they should sanctify and magnify them and
take them as lords beside Allah. Allah Almighty
says:
{40 055 0 W5 2430 55 b S0aT 1539350

{They have taken their rabbis and monks as
lords besides Allah,} [Surat at-Tawbah: 31] Allah
Almighty also says:

{0 s 3 A1 0l 2 158 5 o185 31 )

{Or do they have partners who have prescribed
for them a religion that is not sanctioned by Allah?}
[Surat ash-Shira: 21]

For this reason and others, the leaders of the
disbelievers stand against the prophets (peace be
upon them) and avert people from believing in
them and following them. Therefore, Rib‘iyy ibn
‘Amir (may Allah be pleased with him) said to the
commander of the Persians when he asked him
about the reason for their coming to the land of
Persia to call them to the religion of Allah: "Allah
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sent us to bring out whoever He wills, from the
worship of slaves to the worship of Allah, from the
narrowness of the world to its spaciousness, and
from the injustice of false religions to the justice of
[slam.™

Despite that, Allah supports the messengers
(peace be upon them) with signs and with
whomever He wills from His believing servants. So,
those for whom Allah decreed happiness believe in
them and affirm their truthfulness, and they will
have victory in this world and the Hereafter. Allah
Almighty says:
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{We will surely help Our messengers and those
who believe in the life of this world and on the Day
when the witnesses will come forward,} [Surat
Ghafir: 51] Then, on the Day of Judgment, it will
become apparent to people who were right and
who were those whose efforts have been wasted
while they thought they were doing well.

Sixth Topic: Recompense in the Worldly Life
and the Hereafter for Those Who Believed

the Messengers and Those Who Denied Them

The Majestic and Exalted Lord has created the
creation, facilitated for them the means of life, and
provided them with everything they need. He has

1 Agreed upon, Sahth Al-Bukhari (2472) and Sahth Muslim (1914).
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created them with a good disposition and endowed
them with intellects, eyes, and ears so that they may
reflect upon the signs of Allah that are recited in His
books and the signs scattered throughout His
observable universe and within themselves. He has
revealed books to them and sent messengers to
invite them to have faith in their Lord, Creator, and
Provider, presenting for them various evidence and
proofs to establish the truth of what they have
brought. Thus, whoever obeys them has succeeded
and attained victory in this worldly life and the
Hereafter. They will have the path of goodness
facilitated for them. You will only see them
submitting to their Lord, pleased with what He has
given them. They worship Allah with insight.
Whoever is as such will have a good life, and Allah
has promised him a great reward and eternal bliss
in the Hereafter. Allah has prepared for him
gardens beneath which rivers flow in the company
of prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, and the
righteous from every nation who believed in Allah
and affirmed the truthfulness of the messengers
(peace be upon them). He will live in this eternal
bliss forever and never die, perish, or lose his bliss.

On the other hand, whoever disobeys Allah, acts
stubbornly, and becomes arrogant, closing his mind
and heart, deafening his ears, and blinding his eyes
to see the truth and its evidence, will live in this
worldly life in confusion, with troubled affairs and
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restless life. Even if he lives in this life in affluence
and heedlessness, when their life ends, and the
messengers of Allah, i.e. the angels of death, take his
soul, he will face the Hereafter, an eternal and
everlasting life that does not end. The disbelievers
will abide in an everlasting and eternal Fire, and
Allah will gather them with the wretched, the
arrogant, the tyrants, and the oppressors.

Allah has informed us in the Noble Qur’an about
what He did to the deniers of the messengers. He
drowned the people of Niuh (peace be upon him)
with the mighty flood. He destroyed the people of
the Prophet Hud (peace be upon him) with a
powerful wind. He annihilated the people of
Prophet Salih (peace be upon him) with a
thunderous scream that overtook them. He
destroyed the people of Prophet Liit (peace be upon
him) by overturning their homes and making their
highest parts the lowest. Allah Almighty says:
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{When Our command came, We turned their
cities upside down and rained down upon them
clustered stones of baked clay,

marked by your Lord; this is not far from the
evildoers.} [Surat Hud: 82-83] This is because they
denied the messenger of Allah sent to them,
contradicted the sound natural disposition, and

214



approached men with lust instead of women. These
are some of the punishments that Allah has inflicted
upon the disbelieving nations who persisted in
their denial and disbelief.

Chapter Seven: Worship

First Topic: Worship Is a Human Necessity.

Worship comprises all actions that Allah loves
and is pleased with, including statements and
deeds, whether apparent or hidden, by which a
person aims to draw close to the Lord, the Exalted
and Majestic, seeking His pleasure, fearing His
wrath, and hoping for His rewards. It is a state of
utmost humility and submission, coupled with
perfect love and devotion for the worshiped Lord.

Worship is a state that one is engaged in most of
the time. If he possesses knowledge and insight and
follows the messengers (peace be upon them), he
will dedicate his worship, closeness, fear, hope,
love, and humility to Allah, the Lord of the worlds.
However, if he deviates from the right path, he may
seek closeness to a dead person, a stone, or a star,
turning his closeness, fear, hope, and love towards
entities that cannot benefit or harm, hear
supplications, or aid the distressed. His worship
will not achieve what he hoped for in terms of
warding off evil, bringing benefit, or peace of mind.
In fact, he may even move from one deity to another
or from one religion to another, seeking to achieve
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what man hopes for from worship and closeness,
only to be disappointed and fail to find what he
seeks.

Thus, worship is an essential need for human
beings. Therefore, you will not find any nation,
ancient or modern, that does not have multiple
forms of seasonal or socially related worship, such
as those associated with marriage, procreation,
agriculture, and seeking healing.

Since this matter represents a fundamental need
for man, you will find him inventing deities and acts
of worship for himself. Allah Almighty, however,
has provided His slaves with the great acts of
worship that He has prescribed for them in Islam
that fulfill the purpose of those who worship Him
and seek closeness to Him. Through these acts, one
worships his Lord and Creator, and pleads to Him
through them to grant him protection from harm,
relief from distress, and tranquility of the soul.
Moreover, Allah Almighty has made worship
diverse and accessible to every person. There are
acts of worship done by the heart, such as faith,
sincerity, fear, love, and affirmation. Likewise, there
are acts of worship done by the body, such as
prayer, Hajj, and acts of kindness towards creation.
There are acts of worship done by the tongue like
the recitation of the Qur’an, remembrance of Allah,
and guiding those who are astray. There are
financial acts of worship, such as giving Zakah and
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spending in the cause of Allah. There are seasonal
acts of worship, such as fasting during Ramadan
and performing Hajj. There are also prescribed
religious festivals, such as ‘Eid al-Fitr and ‘Eid al-
Ad-ha, which bring joy and happiness to the hearts
of the worshiping Muslims.

In Islam, acts of worship are not meant to seek
closeness to any of the creation. No one should be
associated with Allah in them. If someone
associates any entity with Allah in worship, his
worship becomes invalid, and he becomes a
polytheist. This is because acts of worship in Islam
are exclusively due to Allah.

This diversity in the valid acts of worship
quenches the soul's thirst for worship, brings joy,
and delights the heart. This is because the heart has
an emptiness and longing that nothing can fill or
satisfy except worshiping the Lord of all worlds.
The heart has a deep need for Allah that can only be
fulfilled by showing dependence upon Him alone
and sufficing with Him against all creatures. In the
heart, there is restlessness and unease that can only
be calmed and soothed through belief in Allah and
taking refuge with Him. The heart is spiritually
dead and can only be revived through faith in Allah
and knowledge of Him. By doing so, the heart is
revived with the light of revelation, experiencing a
new life that has never been known before. In the
heart, there is darkness of disbelief, polytheism,
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and ignorance that can only be dispelled by
believing in Allah. Allah Almighty says:
uﬁuuwswu\‘;mw\Jy‘duh;}bumumuksw}\}
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{Is the one who was dead and We gave him life
[by faith] and gave him a light with which he walks
among people like the one in darkness from which
he can never escape? This is how the deeds of the
disbelievers have been made appealing to them.}
[Surat al-An‘am: 122] Allah Almighty says:
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{We sent Moses with Our signs [saying], “Bring
your people out of the depths of darkness into the
light, and remind them of Allah’s days. Indeed, there
are signs in this for every patient and grateful
person.} [Surat Ibrahim: 5]

Man recognizes his inherent need for food, drink,
clothing, and shelter. Allah Almighty has inspired
him to earn his sustenance, satiate his hunger, and
clothe his body, but he may be oblivious to the need
of the heart to the Lord, Exalted is His Majesty. Man,
with his perceptions and intellect, cannot
comprehend what his Lord wants from him, nor
how to worship Him, nor how to attain His pleasure
because this is not understood by experience, nor is
it achieved by the power of intellect, knowledge,
and perception. Rather, it is achieved by following
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the path of the messengers (peace be upon them)
and seeking guidance by the light of revelation in
order for him to attain the pleasure of His Lord.

Second Topic: Reality of Worshiping Allah,
the Lord of the Worlds

Worshiping Allah, the Lord of the worlds, is to
draw closer to the Exalted and Majestic Lord with
all deeds that He loves and approves of, be they
words or actions, apparent or hidden. The
worshiper should be in a state of utmost humility
and submission, accompanied by perfect love for
the Majestic and Exalted Lord, as well as showing
devotion to Him through offering various forms of
worship; by the heart or the body, verbal or
financial, as prescribed by Allah Almighty for His
slaves on the tongues of His messengers (peace be
upon them). Allah, the Glorified and Exalted, is in no
need of His slaves or their worship, for He is the
Most Sufficient, and all forms of sufficiency in the
creation is a gift from Allah. Allah does not increase
in His greatness with the worship of the creation,
nor does their disobedience cause harm to Him. His
bestowal upon them does not increase His
generosity; rather, He created the creation and
commanded them to worship Him to honor them in
this world and the Hereafter. All their acts of
worship do not equal His favors upon them. They
cannot even count them, let alone fulfill their rights
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and thankfulness as due upon them. Allah Almighty
says:
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{And He gave you all that you have asked for. If
you try to count the blessings of Allah, you cannot
count them. Indeed, mankind is truly unjust and
ungrateful.} [Surat Ibrahim: 34] The acts of worship
prescribed by Allah Almighty are not demanding or
burdensome; instead, they are facilitated to the
utmost. The five daily prayers take at most ten
minutes to perform each prayer. Zakah is a portion
of (2.5%) of one's wealth that has reached the nisab
and has been held in his possession for a lunar year.
It is given annually by the wealthy to the poor as a
mercy and support for them and as a gratitude to
Allah for the blessing of wealth. Fasting is observed
for one month a year, where Muslims abstain from
food and drink during the day and break their fast
at night. Hajj is performed once in a lifetime by
physically and financially capable people. The
greatest and most rewarding act of worship after
the obligatory acts is the remembrance of Allah by
the tongue while reflecting on its meanings by the
heart.

Furthermore, every good deed that a Muslim
does for another person, whether Muslim or non-
Muslim, relative or non-relative, even if it is for an
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animal, is an act of worship and a means of drawing
closer to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. The
Messenger of Allah (%) said:
A S8 odals gkl o ok Geat an g oG oher da ) L)
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"While a man was on the way, he found a thorny
branch of a tree there on the way and put it aside.
Allah appreciated that deed and forgave him.": The
Prophet (¥) further said:
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"Once a dog was moving around a well, and it was
about to die from thirst; a prostitute from the
Children of Israel saw it, she took off her shoe, filled
it with water, and gave it to the dog to drink. She
was forgiven for that.": So, consider how Allah
forgave this prostitute, despite her grave sins,
because she gave water to a dog that was about to
die of thirst.

Acts of worship in Islam give the person - by the
permission of Allah - a good life in this world. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Whoever does righteous deeds, male or female,
while being a believer, We will surely grant him a

1 Agreed upon, Sahth Al-Bukhari (3467) and Sahth Muslim (2245).
2 Sahth Muslim (2589).
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good life, and We will surely reward them
according to the best of their deeds} [Surat an-Nahl:
97]

A Muslim benefits from his worship even in his
grave, living therein in bliss, while a disbeliever
experiences punishment in his grave. Some deeds
continue to benefit their doers as long as their
effects are continuous, such as teaching knowledge
that people benefit from after one's death, digging a
well from which people, animals, and birds drink,
building a hospital for the sick, or leaving behind a
pious child who supplicates and seeks forgiveness
for his parents. Similarly, the charity given by the
living on behalf of the deceased reaches them and
benefits them in their graves.

Worship also earns its doer in the Hereafter
everlasting bliss and the pleasure of the Lord,
Exalted is His Majesty. Allah Almighty says:
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{Allah has promised the believers, both men and
women, gardens under which rivers flow, abiding
therein forever, and splendid dwellings in the
Gardens of Eternity, and Allah’s pleasure, which is
the greatest of all; that is the supreme triumph.}
[Surat at-Tawbah: 72]
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Third Topic: Guidelines for Valid Worship

Acts of worship in Islam are of great significance,
and their status is high in the sight of Allah. Allah
does not accept the worship of a person until he
submits to Allah Almighty by being a Muslim,
believing in His messages, His books, His angels,
and His meeting and recompense on the Day of
Judgment. If someone seeks to draw closer to Allah
with any act of worship while not being a Muslim,
Allah does not accept his worship. However, Allah
rewards him in this worldly life with ample
provisions such as food, drink, clothing, and shelter.
This is a manifestation of the justice of the Lord, as
He does not waste the good deeds of a person, even
if he is a disbeliever, because a disbeliever does not
believe in Allah or the Day of Judgment or expect to
meet Him. On the Day of Judgment, Allah will
recompense him for his disbelief, arrogance, and
stubbornness.

An aspect of worship's honorable status in Islam
is that Allah only accepts such acts of worship that
are done sincerely for His Noble Countenance,
meaning that the worshiper does not intend this
worship for any creature, be it a sent prophet or a
favored angel, but rather he intends it for the Lord,
Exalted is His Majesty, seeking His pleasure.
Whoever performs a righteous deed but associates
partners with Allah in it, his deed will be rejected,
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and he will not be rewarded for it. Allah Exalted and
Majestic says:
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{Ithas already been revealed to you and to those
who came before you that if you associate others
with Allah, your deeds will surely become
worthless, and you will certainly be among the
losers.} [Surat az-Zumar: 65] Muhammad, the
Messenger of Allah (%) said:
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"Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, said: I am the One
Who does not stand in need of a partner. Whoever
does a deed in which he associates anyone else with
Me, I shall abandon him to what he associates with
Me."

Also, Allah only accepts the acts of worship that
He has legislated for His slaves, as conveyed by His
messengers (peace be upon them) to the people.
Accordingly, any newly invented act of worship
that Allah has not legislated is rejected, and the
person performing it will not be rewarded for it.

Innovated acts of worship and Eids are not
accepted by Allah. Rather, Allah, Exalted is His
Majesty, will hold people accountable for the acts of

1 Sahih Al-Bukhari (1149).
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worship they have fabricated and introduced,
which Allah did not legislate. By doing so, they have
made themselves legislators and partners with
Allah, claiming that the acts of worship they have
prescribed for people are acceptable to Allah.

Hence, the valid and accepted worship in the
sight of Allah that benefits its doer in this world and
the Hereafter is the worship performed by a
believer in Allah, following what Allah has
legislated for His slaves, and with sincere devotion
to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, Exalted is His
Majesty.
Fourth Topic: People Are Equal in Terms of
the Obligation of Acts of Worship and Their
Reward

The first command one comes across as he
recites the Great Qur’an is the saying of Allah
Almighty:
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{O people, worship your Lord, Who created you
and those before you, so that you may become
righteous;} [Surat al-Baqarah: 21] When the Lord,
Exalted is His Majesty, commands people to
worship Him, prohibits them from disobedience, or
warns them against the plots of the devil, He
addresses them with the words:

{00 )
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{0 people}. This address is shared equally by all
people, whether Arab, European, African, Chinese,
Japanese, or others worldwide. The address with

{00 1)

{O people} imposes on everyone the
responsibility of hearing the divine command,
responding to the divine call, and submitting to the
One Who owns provision, benefit, and harm. Using
this wording does not allow anyone to say: "This
address does not concern me," unless he claims not
to be human. No one can say: "I am not one of the
people,” as long as the address is directed to all
people equally. It is from the grace of Allah upon
people and the perfection of His justice and great
wisdom that He made their rewards equal. There is
no superiority for an Arab over others or a black
over a white person except through piety and
righteous deeds. The Prophet (%) said to Bilal
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during Fajr prayer: "0 Bilal: Tell me about the most
hopeful act (i.e. one which you deem the most
rewarding with Allah) you have done since you
accepted Islam because I heard the sound of the
steps of your shoes before me in Paradise. Bilal
said: "I do not consider any act more hopeful than
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that whenever I make ablution in an hour of night
or day, I would immediately perform prayer for as
long as was written for me to perform."

Similarly, people do not differ in the reward for
their deeds based on time or place. That is the
reward of someone who prayed for Allah, the Lord
of the worlds, a thousand years ago is equal to the
reward of someone who prayed for Him this year.
The reward of the one who prays in the east is equal
to the reward of the one who prays in the west,
except for what Allah has favored in terms of time,
such as Ramadan, or place, such as the honorable
city of Makkah or Madinah, that whoever worships
therein will have an increase in his reward that only
Allah can count.

Islam prohibits social stratification and makes
people equal before the Lord, Exalted is His
Majesty, regarding their deeds and the rewards
they receive. Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah
(%), said to his clan, including his uncle Al- ‘Abbas,
his aunt Safiyyah, and his daughter Fatimah (may
Allah be pleased with them):
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1 Agreed upon, Sahth Al-Bukhari (4771) and Sahth Muslim (351).
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"0 Assembly of the Quraysh - or he said a similar
word - buy (i.e. save) yourselves (from the hellfire)!
[ cannot save you from Allah. O Banu ‘Abd Manaf! I
cannot save you from Allah. O ‘Abbas, the son of
‘Abdul Muttalib! I cannot save you from Allah. O
Safiyyah, the aunt of Allah's Messenger! I cannot
save you from Allah. O Fatimah, the daughter of
Muhammad! Ask what you wish from my wealth,
but I cannot save you from Allah."= This speech
from Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah (¥) to the
closest people to him, delivers the message that
each person is responsible for themselves and that
he (%) cannot save them from Allah, even if they are
close relatives to the final Prophet ().

Islam does not discriminate against anyone in
their worship based on their sex, color, nationality,
lineage, status, or social or religious authority. The
messengers (peace be upon them), like other
human beings, worship Allah, seeking His reward
and fearing His punishment. They do not neglect
their duties on account of the dignified status to
which Allah has raised them. Allah Almighty says
about the prophets (peace be upon them):

1 Agreed upon, Sahih Al-Bukhari (4477) and Sahih Muslim (141).

2 "0 people of Quraish (or said similar words)! Buy (i.e. save) yourselves
(from the Hellfire) as I cannot save you from Allah's Punishment; O Bani
*Abd Manaf! I cannot save you from Allah's Punishment, O Safiya, the Aunt
of Allah's Messenger (¥)! I cannot save you from Allah's Punishment; O
Fatima bint Muhammad! Ask me anything from my wealth, but I cannot
save you from Allah's Punishment.”
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{They used to hasten in doing good deeds and

used to call upon Us with hope and fear, and they

were humble before Us.} [Surat al-Anbiya’: 90]

Fifth Topic: Man's Wronging of Himself

Allah created man and made the means of life
easy for him. He subjected to him everything in the
heavens and the earth and commanded him to
worship Him according to what He has legislated
for him. But instead of man worshiping his Lord, we
find that he may wrong himself in various forms,
examples of which are as following:

First: Associating partners with Allah is the
worst form of wrongdoing. Lugman, the Wise, said
to his son, as Allah tells about him:

(e gl 520 &) iy 8,08 Y 8 A b5 4y el 05 1))

{When Lugman said to his son, while advising
him, “O my dear son, do not associate partners with
Allah. Indeed, associating partners with Allah is the
worst wrongdoing.”} [Surat Lugman: 13] The most
tremendous injustice is to associate partners with
Allah, which is to set an equal for Allah, although He
is the One Who created you, provided for you and
raised you with His blessings. ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud
(may Allh be pleased with him) reported: I asked
the Prophet (3):
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"Which sin is the greatest in the sight of Allah? He
said: "That you set an equal for Allah while He is the
One Who created you." I said: That is indeed a
tremendous sin. | said: Then what? He said: "And
that you Kkill your child for fear that he may eat with
you." I said: Then what? He said: "That you commit
adultery with the wife of your neighbor."

Second: Wronging oneself by monasticism and
abstaining from what is permissible, thereby
seeking to refine and perfect oneself. This is not
permissible. It is forbidden in Islam for a person to
prevent himself from what is permissible, such as
lawful earnings, marriage, and wearing beautiful
clothes. Rather, this is similar to the excess
committed by the previous nations and their crimes
against themselves, which Allah did not command,
nor did He reveal them in a book about it, nor did
He command a prophet with them. Allah Almighty
says:
@uujda.,\f\nm\Jwa\wum,m}»Jug;mﬁ}
;u_u\Y\?@;uwuuﬁm\uu”m”u\y}u\umn_.}se
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1 Tafsir Ibn Kathir (4/54).
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{Then We sent Our messengers in their
footsteps, and We sent after them Jesus, son of
Mary; We gave him the Gospel and instilled
kindness and mercy in the hearts of those who
followed him. As for monasticism, they invented it
- We did not prescribe it for them - seeking thereby
Allah’s pleasure, yet they did not observe it
faithfully. So We gave those who believed among
them their reward, but most of them are evildoers.}
[Surat al-Hadid: 27] Allah also says:
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{Say, “Who has forbidden the adornments and
lawful provisions that Allah has brought forth for
His slaves?” Say, “They are for the believers in the
life of this world, and they will be exclusively for
them on the Day of Resurrection. This is how We
make the verses clear for people who have
knowledge.”} [Surat al-A'raf: 32] Rather, the
forbidden things in Islam are limited, and things are
permissible in principle. It is not permissible for a
person to make forbidden for himself what Allah
has not forbidden for him. Allah Almighty says:

End Y &) T 5 &0 40 JaT e clila 54588 3 15k (il @ )
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{O you who believe, do not prohibit the good

things that Allah has made lawful for you and do not
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exceed the limits, for Allah does not like those who
exceed the limits.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 87]

In Islam, it is not permissible to torture oneself
by beating or staying in isolation in caves in pursuit
of purification and perfection. The acts of worship
that Allah has prescribed involve no harm to the
person. Rather, if there is hardship, ease comes
about. For example, the traveler and the sick are
exempted from some of the rulings as long as they
are in that state until the traveler returns home and
the sick person recovers.

Some acts of worship, such as fasting, were not
enjoined for the purpose of torturing oneself but
rather to purify the soul while allowing the
enjoyment of what Allah has made permissible for
man in the nights of fasting.

Third: Wronging people by committing immoral
acts and sins and corrupting life.

Among the aspects of wronging oneself is
committing immoral acts and sins, such as adultery
and sodomy, or wronging others by stealing and
plundering their wealth, attacking them or
damaging their property, or dealing in unjust
transactions, such as gambling and usury, and other
forbidden sales that involve riba, cheating, and
deception. Allah Almighty says, explaining the
crime of the evil scholars in Judaism and
Christianity and their devouring of people's
property falsely:
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{0 you who believe, there are many rabbis and
monks who consume people’s wealth unlawfully
and prevent people from Allah’s way. Those who
hoard gold and silver and do not spend it in the way
of Allah, give them tidings of a painful punishment.}
[Surat at-Tawbah: 34]

In fact, wronging oneself through these unjust
practices corrupts life, removes blessings from
wealth, time, and provision, and incurs divine
punishment upon the corruptors because of their
injustice and transgression. Allah Almighty says:
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{Corruption has appeared on land and sea
because of what people’s hands have earned, so
that He may cause them to taste the consequence of
some of their deeds, so that they may return.}
[Surat ar-Rim: 41] He Almighty also says:
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{And [We destroyed] ‘Ad and Thamud, which is
clear to you from their ruined dwellings. Satan
made their deeds appealing to them and averted
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them from the right way, although they were
people of perception.

And [We also destroyed] Korah, Pharaoh and
Haman. Moses came to them with clear signs, but
they showed arrogance in the land, yet they could
not escape [Us].

Each of them We seized for their sin: against
some of them, we sent a storm of stones; some were
seized by a blast; some We caused the earth to
swallow; and some We drowned. It was not Allah
Who wronged them, but it was they who wronged
themselves.} [Surat al-‘Ankabut: 38-40]

These injustices done against others inevitably
affect the oppressor with their adverse
consequences and repercussions in the worldly life
and the Hereafter. He may be punished in this
world for his crimes and sins, and he may be spared
the punishment. But on the Day of Judgment,
retaliation will surely be executed against him for
everyone he has wronged. That is because the
rights of others do not go to waste, but they will be
claimed by their owners from Allah on a Day when
neither wealth nor social status will be of any
benefit; only faith and freedom from others' rights
will be of benefit. Allah Almighty says:
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{And the record [of deeds] will be placed before
them, and you will see the wicked scared of what it
contains. They will say, “Woe to us! What is this
book that leaves nothing, small or big, except that it
has recorded it?” They will find all that they did
before, and your Lord does not wrong anyone.}
[Surat al-Kahf: 49]

Sixth Topic: Repenting of Sins, Cleansing the
Soul, and Purifying It through Faith and
Righteous Deeds

Human beings are created with inherent
weakness, desires, inclinations, greed, stinginess,
transgression, and ignorance. Satan and bad
companions influence them. As a result, they may
fall into sin, whether it is associating partners with
Allah or disbelief, or injustice against oneself, such
as committing adultery or injustice against others.
But, when a person wakes up from his ignorance
and desires to rectify his affairs, makes up for what
he has missed, gives up his sins, feels remorse for
his past actions, resolves not to return to his
previous deeds, sincerely repenting to Allah, then
Allah accepts his repentance, no matter how grave
his sins are. Repentance is accepted as long as death
has not approached and the soul has not reached
the throat. Repentance is one of the greatest acts of
worship. So, whoever repents, Allah accepts his
repentance and forgives his sins, even if his sins are
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as abundant as the scum of the sea. Allah Almighty
says:
‘ng,;!u‘y\meﬁb_d\wm ,Lisy));\wm\@uf_mywﬂ\j}
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{And those who do not invoke besides Allah,
another god, and who do not kill a soul whom Allah
has forbidden, except in the course of justice, and
who do not commit adultery, for whoever does any
of this will face the penalty,

the punishment will be doubled for him on the
Day of Resurrection, wherein he will remain
disgraced forever,

except those who repent and believe, and do
righteous deeds; for them Allah will change their
evil deeds into good deeds, for Allah is All-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.} [Surat al-Furgan: 68-70]
Allah Almlghty also says:
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{They have certainly disbelieved, those who say,
“Allah is one of Three.” None has the right to be
worshiped except One God. If they do not desist
from saying this, those who disbelieve from among
them will be afflicted with a painful punishment.
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Why do they not turn to Allah in repentance and
seek His forgiveness? For Allah is All-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 73-74]

The Lord, Exalted is His Majesty, says as He
invites all the disbelievers to repentance:
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{Say to those who disbelieve that if they desist,
their past will be forgiven, but if they persist, then
they have a precedent in those who have passed
before them.} [Surat al-Anfal: 38] Ibn Kathir (may
Allah have mercy upon him) said in his Tafsir:
"Allah Almighty says to His Prophet (),

{1 sei O V58S cpall B}

{Say to those who disbelieve that if they desist}
i.e. if they give up their disbelief, opposition, and
stubbornness and accept Islam, obedience, and
repentance, their past disbelief, sins, and misdeeds
will be forgiven." Allah Almighty further says::
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{Say [Allah says], “O My slaves who have
transgressed against themselves, do not despair of
Allah’s mercy, for indeed Allah forgives all sins. He
is indeed the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.}
[Surat az-Zumar: 53] Allah is pleased with the

1 Sahih Al-Bukhari (6308) and Sahih Muslim (2675).
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person's repentance out of mercy to him.
Muhammad, Allah's Messenger (¥) said:
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"Indeed, Allah is more pleased with the repentance
of His slave than a man who encamps at a place
where his life is jeopardized, but he has his mount
carrying his food and water. He then rests his head
and sleeps for a short while and wakes up to find
his mount has gone. (He starts looking for it) and
suffers from severe heat and thirst or whatever
Allah willed (him to suffer from). He then says: 'l
will go back to my place." He returns and sleeps
again, and then (getting up) raises his head to find
his mount standing beside him.":

There is evidence for this in the story when ‘Amr
ibn Al- ‘As (may Allah be pleased with him)
embraced Islam, where he says: "When Allah
instilled the love of Islam into my heart, | came to
the Prophet
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c‘; )5"-‘.. u\ cals «?\.J\Ag LJ'.'\..ﬁ» -Ja ‘LJ.\.&\ u\ de -cald - 18 «?})Ac
el (S La angd b gl () 5 $al8 IS Le angy 2Dy () caale by ;8

[61].(F418 OIS Lo o2 el o 5

1 Sahih Muslim (121).
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and said: 'Stretch out your right hand so that [ may
pledge allegiance to you.' He stretched out his right
hand, but [ withdrew my hand. He said:'What is the
matter, ‘Amr?' [ replied:'l wish to stipulate a
condition." He asked:'What is your condition?' I
said:'That [ would be forgiven.' He said: Are you not
aware that Islam wipes out all (sins) that preceded
it, and that Hijrah wipes out all (sins) that preceded
it, and that Hajj wipes out all (sins) that preceded it
?'""s Muhammad, Allah's Messenger (¥), informed
‘Amr ibn Al- ‘As (may Allah be pleased with him)
that Islam wipes out all sins and misdeeds that
preceded it and that repentance erases whatever
was committed before it.

Therefore, it benefits a person who has
committed sins to rectify himself and purify them
(sins) with faith and righteous deeds. Allah
Almighty says:
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{I am indeed Most Forgiving to those who
repent and believe, and do righteous deeds, then
stay on the right path.} [Surat Ta-ha: 82] In fact,
righteous deeds purify the soul and give it strength
and steadfastness in faith, so it does not fall into sin
again. If a person falls into sin and then repents,
Allah accepts his repentance, and he returns from

1 Sahih Al-Bukhari (6507) and Sahih Muslim (2684), and this is the wording
of Muslim.
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sinfulness purified and cleansed. If a person
continues to seek forgiveness, feel remorse, repent,
and perform righteous deeds whenever he sins, he
is in a good state.

Chapter Eight: Al-Qadar (Predestination)

First Topic: Belief in Al-Qadar

Belief in Al-Qadar is a significant foundation in
the religion of Allah's Messengers because it is part
of belief in the Lordship of Allah. Al-Qadar is from
the knowledge of the Exalted and Majestic Lord,
and Allah's knowledge is one of His attributes.
Allah's knowledge is precedent to the creation of all
creatures, and their creation is evidence of His
knowledge of them before He created them. Indeed,
Allah determined them by His knowledge, and then
He created them and brought them into existence.
Allah Almighty says:
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{Do you not know that Allah knows all that is in
heaven and on earth? That is all [written] in a
Record. This is indeed easy for Allah.} [Surat al-Hajj:
70] Allah Almighty also says:
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{He alone has the keys of the unseen; no one

knows them except Him. He knows what is in the
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land and sea. Not a leaf falls without His knowledge,
nor a grain in the darkness of the earth, nor
anything moist or dry, but is [written] in a Clear
Record.} [Surat al-An‘am: 59] He Almighty also
says:
{8 S8 o IS U}

{Indeed, We have created everything according
to a determined measure.} [Surat al-Qamar: 49]

Al-Qadar is the secret of Allah in His creation, no
one can know it except by His permission. Allah did
not send a messenger except that He commanded
him to believe in Al-Qadar. Belief in Al-Qadar is a
significant principle among the foundations of faith.
Nih, Ibrahim, Misa, ‘Isa, and other messengers of
Allah (peace be upon them) commanded their
nations to believe in this great principle. A person's
faith in Allah is not valid unless he believes in Al-
Qadar, knowing that everything occurs by the
decree and predestination of Allah, that whatever
Allah has preordained and decreed involves
profound wisdom, that nothing in the universe
happens outside the predestination of Allah, the
Glorified and Exalted, and that Allah has brought
everything into existence by His knowledge and
wisdom.
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Second Topic: Comprehensive Predestination
and Overall Determination

Belief in Al-Qadar includes the belief that Allah
knows what has been and what will be and that His
knowledge encompasses everything. Nothing
escapes His knowledge, and His knowledge
predates all existence. He has determined
everything before its creation. Allah Almighty says:

{10088 8 %8 05 (R Bla 5}

{He has created everything and measured it
precisely.} [Surat al-Furqan: 2] There is nothing
that escapes His knowledge, no matter how hidden
it might be; Allah Almighty says:

{055 25 2568 5 885 g (51 5 ol 5Ll 3 3h 5}

{He is Allah in the heavens and on earth. He
knows your secrets and what you reveal, and
knows whatever you earn.} [Surat al-An‘am: 3]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{Indeed, there is nothing hidden from Allah on
earth or in heaven.

It is He Who shapes you in the wombs as He
wills. None has the right to be worshiped except
Him, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.} [Surat Al ‘Imran:
5-6] Allah has written the destiny of everything fifty
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thousand years before He created the heavens and
earth. Allah Almighty says:
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{No calamity befalls the earth or yourselves, but
it is already written in a Record before We bring it
into existence. That is indeed easy for Allah} [Surat
al-Hadid: 22]

Nothing exists except by His will, and He is the
Creator of everything. No one shares with Him the
management and creation of the universe. Rather,
everything is subject to His determination and
according to His knowledge, and He is the One Who
created and brought things into existence. Just as
humans cannot encompass His knowledge, they
also cannot encompass His determination and
management. They do not know what He has
preordained and written, nor do they know the
wisdom behind it. However, there is wisdom, even
though it is unknown to people. Just as wisdom is
evident to everyone in the sun's rising and setting
and the diversity of seasons between heat, cold,
autumn, and spring, there is profound wisdom in
what is hidden from you, but you do not know it and
cannot comprehend it. The sound human intellect
does not deny what it cannot comprehend or
encompass.

243




Predestination encompasses everything;
nothing occurs in existence except by the decree
and will of Allah. No provision descends, no
blessing is withheld, no affliction is inflicted or
removed except by the decree of the Lord, Exalted
is His Majesty. Allah Almighty says:
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{There is nothing except that We have its
treasuries, and We do not send it down except in a
determined measure.} [Surat al-Hijr: 21] This
divine management is a balanced and unerring plan
that does not falter, Allah Almighty says:
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{As for the earth, we have spread it out and
placed therein firm mountains and caused to grow
therein everything in due proportion.} [Surat al-
Hijr: 19] Allah Almighty also says:
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{Glory be to the One Who created all types of
things that the earth produces, and of themselves,
and of things that they have no knowledge about.}
[Surat Ya-Sin: 36]

Third Topic: Fruits of Belief in Al-Qadar
(Predestination)

Belief in Al-Qadar brings immense benefits to
man, including the following:
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First: Belief in Al-Qadar reveals to humans the
greatest truth of existence, rather, the most
valuable truth in existence, namely, awareness of
an aspect of the great knowledge of Allah Who
created this existence and managed it according to
His will and command. The noblest position of the
intellect and the most honorable field to engage in
and learn about is the knowledge of Allah and His
magnificence. If one misses out on this honor, then
what has he gained and what goal has he achieved
if he leaves this life without knowing the noblest
truth therein?

Second: Belief in Al-Qadar answers many
questions that arise in the mind regarding the
management of this universe, its future, and who
has determined such a precise and undisturbed
measurement for this universe.

Third: Belief in Al-Qadar prevents humans from
relying on diviners, astrologers, and magicians,
seeking to know what will happen and how it will
happen. When a person knows that Al-Qadar is a
great secret known only to the Exalted and Majestic
Lord, he knows that astrologers, diviners, and
fortune-tellers are deceitful impostors who falsely
consume people's wealth.

Fourth: Belief in Al-Qadar grants the person, by
the permission of Allah, tranquility and submission
to Allah, the Lord of all worlds. It bestows
contentment and happiness upon the believer and
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endows him with courage and bravery. When one
believes in destiny, he knows that whatever befalls
him is not to miss him, and whatever misses him is
not to befall him. Thus, he proceeds when courage
is praiseworthy and refrains when restraint is
praiseworthy,  without fear or dismay.
Furthermore, belief in Al-Qadar purifies the human
soul when one knows that Allah is aware of all their
actions and deeds, so he does not harbor evil
intentions, nor does his heart bear grudge or envy.

Belief in Al-Qadar grants the person complete
balance in all circumstances. If goodness befalls
him, he does not act boastfully or arrogantly
towards others because he knows that this
goodness reached him through Allah's planning
and benevolence, not through his own efforts and
capabilities. If a calamity befalls him, he knows that
it is predetermined, so he does not despair or lack
patience. Allah Almighty says:
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{If We give man a taste of Our mercy, then take
itaway from him, he becomes utterly despaired and
ungrateful.
But if We give him a taste of prosperity after
being afflicted with hardship, he will surely say, “All
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my ills are gone,” and he becomes exultant and
boastful

except those who are patient and do righteous
deeds; it is they who will have forgiveness and a
great reward.} [Surat Hud: 9-11] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{No calamity befalls the earth or yourselves, but
it is already written in a Record before We bring it
into existence. That is indeed easy for Allah -

so that you may not grieve over what you have
missed, nor exult over what He has given you, for
Allah does not love anyone who is conceited and
boastful} [Surat al-Hadid: 22-23]

Chapter Nine: The Last Day

First Topic: The Reality of the Worldly Life and
Death

Allah has divided the time that passes on
humans into three stages. The first stage is worldly
life, the second stage is the barzakh life, which is the
stage of the grave, and the third stage is the
Hereafter, which is when the Day of Judgment takes
place, and people are resurrected to the Lord of the
worlds. We will elaborate on each of these in this
chapter, Allah willing.
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Allah has created the worldly life and made it a
place of religious assignment, trial, and test. Allah
has commanded humans in this life to worship Him,
hasten towards righteous deeds, compete in them,
invite others to His path, and populate the earth.
Success in this life is for those who worship Allah,
have faith in Him, obey Him, show kindness to His
creation, are mindful of Him, and fear Him in secret
and public. The loser is the one who acts defiantly,
shows arrogance, and disbelieves in Allah, the
Greatest.

In Islam, the worldly life is a wide and spacious
field to present everything that can lead humans to
attain the pleasure of their Lord, the Exalted and
Majestic, bring happiness to people, develop the
earth, and offer goodness, generosity, and growth.
Life is not a heavy burden that humans must get rid
of. Rather, it is a blessed arena for developing the
earth, achieving happiness in the worldly life and
the Hereafter, and winning everlasting bliss on the
Day of ]udgment Allah Almighty says:
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{Whoever does righteous deeds, male or female,
while being a believer, We will surely grant him a
good life, and We will surely reward them
according to the best of their deeds} [Surat an-Nahl:
97]
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Allah likened the worldly life to a plant that
grows and reaches its full growth, then withers and
becomes like dry straw. Allah Almighty says:
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{Give them the example of the life of this world:
it is like the plants of the earth, thriving when
sustained by the rain We send down from the sky,
but soon they turn into chaff scattered by the winds.
Allah has full power over all things.} [Surat al-Kahf:
45] Allah Almighty also says:
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{Know that the life of this world is no more than
play, amusement, adornment, boasting among
yourselves, and competition in wealth and children.
It is like plants that flourish after rain, pleasing the
sowers; then they wither, and you see them turning
yellow and crumbling. And in the Hereafter, there
will be severe punishment or forgiveness from
Allah and His pleasure. For the life of this world is
no more than a fleeting enjoyment.} [Surat al-
Hadid: 20]

He has made for this life or temporal phase a
time when this world will end so that people will
pass on to the Hereafter. He has also made a limited
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lifespan for every person that he will not exceed.
Allah Almighty says:
DA g AL pab 63 eSJP‘ OG5 sl Bl i 08y
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{Every soul will taste death, and you will be paid
your reward in full on the Day of Resurrection.
Whoever is spared from the Fire and admitted into
Paradise has truly won, for the life of this world is
nothing but an illusory pleasure.} [Surat Al-Imran:
185]

As for the reality of death, it is an existential
matter, not a mere absence or extermination, after
which there is no other life. Just as Allah created life,
He also created death. Allah Almighty says:

(s 550 5h 5 Se il o At skall csall Gl 4y

{He Who created death and life to test you as to
which of you is best in deeds, and He is the All-
Mighty, the Most Forgiving.} [Surat al-Mulk: 2]
Death is the end of this life, after which a person
transitions to the barzakh life, the stage of the grave
and what happens therein.

Death is by the command of Allah, and thus, no
one has the power to cause death to another. No
one can bring death to someone whose appointed
time has not yet come. Who is it that causes the
death of every living being, whether human, animal,
plant, or others, except Allah, the Glorified and
Exalted? All human beings are incapable of causing
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death to another, and they cannot prevent death
when its appointed time arrives. Allah challenges
humanity to cause death to someone without a
cause, and He challenges them to bring to life
someone whom Allah has caused to die. Allah
challenges humans to prevent death from
themselves or from others. Allah Almighty says:
(oo & ) & 3all kil G 155508 8}

{Say, “Then avert death from yourselves, if you
are truthful.”} [Surat Al-‘Imran: 168] Allah
Almighty says
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{Say, “The death from which you run away will
surely overcome you, then you will be brought back
to the Knower of the unseen and the seen, and He
will inform you of what you used to do.”} [Surat al-
Jumu‘ah: 8] Allah further challenged humans to
bring back to life those for whom He decreed death.
Allah Almighty says
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{Then why [are you helpless] when the soul
reaches the throat,

while you are looking on,

when We are closer to him than you, but you do
not see?

If you are not subject to retribution,

251



then why do you notbring that [soul] back, if you
are truthful?} [Surat al-Wagqi‘ah: 83-87]

Death is one of the evidences indicating Allah's
lordship over His slaves. He is the One Who sends
the angels of death to take the lives of those whom
He wills from among His slaves. Allah Almighty
says:
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{He is the Subjugator over His servants and
sends over you recording-angels until when death
comes upon one of you, Our angels take his soul,
and they never fall short in their duty.} [Surat al-
An‘am: 61] Actually, death and life, as well as the
alteration of night and day are great signs
indicating the existence of a Mighty Creator Who
manages the universe with all that exists in it. Allah,
the Exalted and Majestic, says:
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{It is He Who gives life and causes death, and to
Him belongs the alternation of night and day. Do
you not understand?} [Surat al-Mu’mintin: 80]

According to the Qur’an, there are two forms of
death:

First: Spiritual death: It is when a person
becomes void of mind, hearing, and sight. He
resembles the dead, as he does not contemplate the
cosmic signs that indicate the existence of the Lord,
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the Planner of this universe, and Creator of all that
live in it along with their provisions, nor does he
reflect on His revealed book, which serves as
guidance for His slaves. He does not worship his
Mighty Lord, Who created him, provided for him,
and guided him towards what is beneficial for his
affairs. Thus, by disbelieving in his Lord, he is
similar to the dead. Allah refers to this state as
death. Otherwise, how can a person come into
existence and find that Allah has prepared a place
for him, subjugated the heavens and the earth for
him, provided him with food and drink, created
means to protect him from heat, cold, and rain, and
made him fit for living on this earth. Yet, despite
living and claiming to be alive with hearing, sight,
and a rational heart, he fails to recognize that this
universe has a Creator who brought it into
existence. He does not worship the Lord Who
created him. Cannot he see that all his organs are
orchestrated by the wise design of a Wise Creator?
Then, after all this, he does not believe in Him. What
is the difference between this person, who is
unaware of his Creator and fails to comprehend
what is going on around him in a beneficial manner,
and the dead buried in their graves, who are
unaware of what is going on around him?
According to the Great Qur’an, this person is - the
living dead - more astray than animals, given that
animals utilize their senses for what benefits them
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and avoid what harms them through their
perception.

Second: The well-known death is the separation
of the soul from the body. All cultures and societies
recognize this, and both Muslims and non-Muslims
face it. When it is the time for a person's death, Allah
sends the angels of death to take his soul; Allah
Almighty says:
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{Say, “The angel of death, who is in charge of
you, will take your souls, then to your Lord you will
be brought back.”} [Surat as-Sajdah: 11]

Another question arises: Does the death of a
believer differ from the death of a disbeliever
according to the Qur'an and the Sunnah? We say:
Yes, it differs greatly, but this matter is only felt by
those who are close to death.

As for the death of a believer, these verses from
the noble Qur’an clarify it. When his appointed time
comes, the angels of mercy descend upon him and
give him the good news of the pleasure of Allah.
Allah Almighty says:
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{[It will be said to the believer,] “O the tranquil
soul!

Return to your Lord, well pleased and pleasing
[to Him]
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Join My [righteous] slaves,

and enter My Paradise.”} [Surat al-Fajr: 27-30]
The verses also reassure the believer that there is
no fear for him regarding what he will go through
after death, nor will he feel sad about his children
and the parents he has left behind. Allah, the
Exalted and Majestic, says:
155535 9 51885 YT AU ggile 058 ) 400 £ 405 1506 Gl oy

{05 8 A&l dally 15505

{Those who say, “Our Lord is Allah,” then remain
steadfast; the angels will descend upon them
[saying], “Do not fear, nor grieve, but receive glad
tidings of Paradise which you were promised.}
[Surat Fussilat: 30]

‘A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her)
reported that the Messenger of Allah (3) said:
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"He who loves to meet Allah, Allah loves to meet
him; and he who dislikes to meet Allah, Allah
dislikes to meet him." I ('A’ishah) said: "O Prophet
of Allah! So far as the feelings of aversion against
death is concerned, we all have this feeling."
Thereupon, he said, "I do not mean that. What I
meant is that when a (true) believer is given the
glad tidings of the mercy of Allah, His Pleasures, and
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His Paradise (at the time of death), he loves to meet
Allah, and Allah also loves to meet him. Similarly,
when a disbeliever is given the news of the
punishment of Allah and His wrath (at the time of
death), he dislikes to meet Allah, and Allah also
dislikes to meet him.™

As for the death of a disbeliever, it is a horrible
death and a difficult situation. He suffers the
agonies of death, the grief of leaving this world, the
sadness of leaving his family and children, and the
fear of what he will go through and what will befall
him when the angels take away his soul. This
terrible situation is explained by the verses where
Allah Almighty says:
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{If only you could see the wrongdoers in the
throes of death while the angels stretch out their
hands [saying], “Give up your souls! Today, you will
be recompensed with a disgracing punishment
because you used to tell lies against Allah and you
arrogantly rejected His verses.”} [Surat al-An‘am:
93] Allah Almighty says:
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1 Musnad Ahmad, Ar-Risalah Edition (18614).
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{If only you could see when the angels take the
souls of the disbelievers, beating their faces and
their backs, “Taste the punishment of the scorching
fire!

This is because of what your hands have sent
forth, for Allah is never unjust to [His] slaves.”}
[Surat al-Anfal: 50-51] It is a situation of
humiliation and debasement of the disbelievers.
Allah Almighty says:
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{None can punish as He punishes on that Day

and none can bind as He binds.} [Surat al-Fajr:
25-26] The Prophet (¥) described the death of the
disbelievers and how their souls are violently taken
out from their bodies as he said:
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"But when the disbeliever is about to leave the
world and proceed to the Hereafter, angels with
black faces come down to him from heaven with
hair-cloth and sit away from him as far as the eye
can see. Stern and harsh angels come to him and
take his soul out as a skewer, having plenty of
branches taken out from moistened wool. His soul
will be taken out along with the veins, then all
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angels between heaven and earth and all angels in
heaven will invoke Allah's curse upon him."

The death of the soul is when it separates from
the body. Souls do not perish; rather, they
transition to the barzakh, or intermediate life.
However, in the barzakh life, souls do not transfer
from one body to another, as in the doctrine of
reincarnation. Rather, each soul is specifically
associated with its own body and does not dwell in
another body or move from one body to another.
The soul remains within the body during life, and
then it remains connected to the body after death in
the grave. It reunites with the body in another
connection on the Day of Judgment, as we will
explain in the following paragraphs, Allah willing.

As an honor to man, Allah has commanded in
Islam that the deceased Muslim should be washed
and perfumed, then shrouded in garments that
cover his body. A special prayer is performed for
him, invoking mercy and forgiveness for him. Then,
his body is placed in the grave and buried. Nothing
from the worldly possessions is placed with him in
the grave because they will be of no benefit to him.
The only thing that benefits him in his grave is his
righteous deeds.

1 Sunan At-Tirmidhi (1376), Sunan Ad-Darimi (578).
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Second Topic: The Grave and What It
Contains

The world of the grave is different from our
worldly life, as well as from the Hereafter. Our
senses and perception cannot measure the life in
the grave. It is an unseen world that humans can
only comprehend when they are placed in their
graves. Allah has informed us in His Book, the noble
Qur’an, and through the Hadiths of His Messenger
Muhammad (¥) about some facts of the grave,
including the bliss for the believers and the
punishment for the disbelievers and the obstinate.

When a person is placed in his grave, Allah
returns his soul to him, and two angels come to him
and ask three questions:

Who is your Lord?

What is your religion?

Who is your Prophet?

A Muslim will answer: "My Lord is Allah, my
religion is Islam, and my Prophet is Muhammad."
Then, he will have a blissful life in his grave and see
his place in Paradise. It will be said to him: This is
your place in Paradise. He will respond: O Lord,
establish the Hour now.

As for the disbeliever and the hypocrite, they will
be unable to answer. They will be punished in their
grave and will see their place in Hellfire. It will be
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said to them: This is your place in Hellfire. They will
respond: O Lord, do not establish the Hour now.

Even after death, the soul remains connected to
the body. In this intermediate stage, the barzakh,
the body and soul experience bliss or punishment
together. Although the precise nature of this
connection remains unknown to us, the All-
Knowing and Wise, from Whom nothing is hidden,
has informed us about it. While the believer's soul
dwells in Paradise, the disbelievers remain
confined to Hellfire, yet both maintain a connection
to the body in this intermediate stage. This
connection differs significantly from the one in the
worldly life. Someone might say: How is that? We
say: In fact, we lack full comprehension of the soul's
connection to our bodies even while being alive, so
how can we grasp its connection to a body that is
buried in graves beneath the earth? Similarly, the
mystery of the soul breathed into the fetus within
the womb remains beyond our understanding.
Even the mother remains unaware of the exact
moment this event occurs. How, then, can man
aspire to perceive the way souls connect to the
bodies in such an unseen world, i.e. the grave?

In the Noble Qur’an, Allah Almighty mentioned
the ongoing torment inflicted on Pharaoh and his
followers within their graves: Allah, the Exalted and
Majestic, says:
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{The Fire, which they will be exposed to [in their
graves]| morning and evening, and on the Day when
the Hour takes place [it will be said], “Admit the
people of Pharaoh into the most severe
punishment.”} [Surat Ghafir: 46] The details of the
resurrection and its aftermath will be addressed in
the forthcoming section, Allah willing.

Another question arises: Can the living benefit
the deceased in their graves? Muhammad, the
Messenger of Allah (%), explained that a deceased
Muslim can continue reaping rewards for his good
deeds in his life, in addition to the actions of the
living person who seeks to benefit his Muslim
brother in the grave. He (¥) said:
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"When a person dies, his deeds end except for
three: beneficial knowledge, an ongoing charity
made on his behalf, or a righteous son (or daughter)
who prays for him.": Therefore, a Muslim's good
deeds are amplified, and his status with Allah is
elevated while he is buried in the grave owing to his
good deeds that people benefit from after his death,
such as beneficial knowledge or ongoing charity
like building schools, wells, or hospitals, whether

1 Sahih Muslim (2901).
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he did it himself or had them done on his behalf as
charity.

However, another question arises: Can the
deceased benefit the living person? While the living
can undoubtedly reap the fruits of the deceased's
knowledge and ongoing charitable works, the
deceased themselves cannot actively benefit the
living. This is because their connection to the living
has been severed. They cannot hear their words,
respond to their requests, or extend benefit or
harm to them. Allah Almighty says about His
Prophet Muhammad:
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{Say, “I have no power to harm or benefit myself,
except by the Will of Allah.” Every person has an
appointed term; when their time comes, they can
neither delay it for a moment nor bring it forward.}
[Surat Yunus: 49] Then, this applies to others for a
greater reason.

Once we understand this, we realize the error of
those who plead and supplicate to the dwellers of
graves, call upon them, offer them sacrifices, place
gifts at their graves, and expect that these actions
will benefit them or that they can benefit the living.
Thus, the deceased only benefits from the living
through supplication and charity, whereas the
deceased cannot benefit the living in any way.
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Here is another question: Can the spirits of
ancestors and forefathers affect the living, feel their
joy or sorrow, attend their gatherings, celebrations,
and sorrows, or help them overcome obstacles?
Answer: The spirits of the deceased in general,
whether they are prophets, righteous people,
venerated figures, or relatives, do not connect with
the living, do not benefit them, do not affect their
lives, and do not know anything about them.
Rather, the spirits are preoccupied with their own
state of bliss or torment.

Third Topic: The Day of Resurrection and
Raising of the Dead

The Resurrection is the raising of the dead from
their graves, the return of souls to bodies, the
bringing out of bodies from the graves by Allah,
their meeting with the souls, their gathering for the
Day of Reckoning, and then the recompense. The
Day of Resurrection, Gathering, and Rising has
many names, including the Last Day, the Day of
Judgment, and the Day of Reckoning. It is the day
Allah will raise all creatures, gather them all, hold
them accountable for their deeds, and then reward
them accordingly with the fullest reward, whether
good or bad.

Before discussing this tremendous day, we will
discuss how life ends and how people are raised
from their graves. We will do this briefly because
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these numerous major events cannot be
encompassed in a short book like this one.
However, we will mention them briefly and say:

First: the Day of Judgment is a tremendous day
about which Allah says:
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{0 people, fear your Lord; the earthquake of the
Hour is something dreadful.

On the Day when you see it, every nursing
mother will abandon her baby, and every pregnant
woman will miscarry. You will see people as though
they are drunk, while they are not drunk, but the
punishment of Allah is severe.} [Surat al-Hajj: 1-2]
Given the gravity of that day, Allah has made ten
signs preceding it, which will occur before it, as a
preparation and a warning. Hudhayfah ibn Asid al-
Ghifari (may Allah be pleased with him) reported:
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The Prophet (¥) observed us as we were talking
and said:"What are you talking about?" They said:
"We are talking about the Hour." He said: "It will not
come until you see ten signs before it - he
mentioned - the Smoke, the Dajjal, the Beast, the
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rising of the sun from its west, the descent of Jesus
son of Mary (peace be upon him), Gog and Magog,
and three landslides: one in the east, one in the
west, and one in the Arabian Peninsula. And the last
of which is a fire that will come out of Yemen,
driving people to their place of gathering.":

Second: When these major signs occur, and Allah
gives permission for the disappearance of this
witnessed world, Allah orders the Angel to blow a
great blast, at which all living things will perish
except those whom Allah wills. Allah Almighty says:
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{The Trumpet will be blown, and all those in the
heavens and all those on earth will fall dead, except
whom Allah wills. Then it will be blown again, and
at once, they will be standing, looking on.} [Surat
az-Zumar: 68]

Third: Allah will change the earth to a different
earth, and the earth will be like one piece. On this
earth, Allah will gather people for the Day of
Reckoning. Allah Almighty says:
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{The Day when the earth will be changed to
another earth and so will the heavens, and all will

1 Sahih Muslim (2808).
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appear before Allah, the One, the Subjugator} [Surat
Ibrahim: 48]

Fourth: Allah will order the Angel to blow
another blast, and each soul will return to its body,
and connect to it more completely than it connected
to it in the worldly life and in the grave. Allah
Almighty says:
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{The Trumpet will be blown again, and at once
they will rush from their graves to their Lord.

They will say, “Woe to us! Who has resurrected
us from our resting place?” [They will be told,] “This
is what the Most Compassionate promised, and the
messengers told the truth.”

It will only be a single Blast, and at once they will
all be brought before Us.} [Surat Ya-Sin: 51-53]

Fifth: After blowing the souls into the bodies,
Allah will gather all creatures from the first to the
last on one land. Allah Almighty says:

M dize 5 Ji352 03 é‘-ﬂhh&bﬁm Al o) Je 1 5la 3}
e 52 oK1 a3

{They will be presented before your Lord in
rows, “Now you have come to Us as We created you
the first time, although you claimed that We would
never appoint a time for your return.”} [Surat al-
Kahf: 48]
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Sixth: After the creatures are gathered and
assembled, the Lord will call all creatures to
account. Each person will receive the record of his
deeds, and he will look at what is in it and find all
his deeds, good and bad. Allah Almighty says:
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{We have bound every man’s deeds to his neck.
On the Day of Resurrection, We will bring forth for
him a record which he will find spread open.

[It will be said,] “Read your record; this Day you
are sufficient to take account of yourself.”} [Surat
al-Isra’: 13-14] Just then, one will be astonished at
how his record has not skipped any of his deeds, but
they are all counted upon him. Allah Almighty says:
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{And the record [of deeds] will be placed before
them, and you will see the wicked scared of what it
contains. They will say, “Woe to us! What is this
book that leaves nothing, small or big, except that it
has recorded it?” They will find everything they did
before, and your Lord does not wrong anyone.}
[Surat al-Kahf: 49]

On that day, when all facts are disclosed, the
believer knows he is on the right path, and the
disbeliever knows that he is in manifest error, he
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will not have the chance to retract his deeds. Allah
Almighty says
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{Thereupon, every soul will realize what it did
in the past. They will be brought back to Allah, their
True Guardian, and all [false gods] that they
fabricated will vanish from them.} [Surat Yinus:
30] Allah Almighty says:
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{On the Day when every soul will find itself
faced with whatever good it has done, and
whatever evil it has done - it will wish that there
were a great distance between it and its evil. And
Allah warns you of Himself, and Allah is All-
Gracious to His slaves.} [Surat Al-‘Imran:30]

Seventh: After the reckoning comes the just
recompense, which is eternal bliss in Paradise for
the people of faith and eternal abode in Hell for the
disbelievers. Allah Almighty says:
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{When He will gather you for the Gathering Day;

that is the Day of great loss. But whoever believes

in Allah and does righteous deeds, He will absolve
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them of their bad deeds and will admit them to
gardens under which rivers flow, abiding therein
forever. That is the supreme triumph.

As for those who disbelieve and reject Our
verses, they will be the people of the Fire, abiding
therein forever. What a terrible destination!} [Surat
at-Taghabun: 9-10]

Eighth: When the disbeliever sees the torment,
and the truths are revealed before his eyes, he will
then ask to return to the world to do good deeds,
but the time for doing deeds will be ended, and it
will be time for recompense. Allah Almighty says:
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{If you could only see when they will be made to
stand before the Fire, they will say, “If only we were
sent back, we would not reject the verses of our
Lord, and we would be among the believers."”}
[Surat al-An‘am: 27]

Fourth Topic: Wisdom Behind Resurrection

We have mentioned earlier that this world is not
a place of recompense. A person's life may end
without receiving recompense for their deeds. A
Muslim may live a life of faith, gratitude for Allah's
blessings, and restraint from many forbidden
desires. They may even do great good for others.
However, he may not receive a reward that matches
his deeds. On the other hand, a person may be a
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tyrant, a transgressor, a corrupter, or a shedder of
blood. He may leave this life with a normal death
without receiving retribution or having the rights of
the wronged returned to them. A person may also
live a life of luxury, enjoying Allah's blessings while
being a disbeliever who does not worship Allah or
believe in Him. So, is it just that people leave this life
with different deeds and beliefs without being
recompensed for what they did?

This is why Allah has made a day for all creation
on which He will gather them. The believer will be
a winner and know that faith is the true triumph in
both worlds because the believers who have faith in
their Lord and do good deeds will receive the fullest
reward and eternal bliss. Allah Almighty says:
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{Allah has promised the believers, both men and
women, gardens under which rivers flow, abiding
therein forever, splendid dwellings in the Gardens
of Eternity, and Allah’s pleasure, which is the
greatest of all; that is the supreme triumph.} [Surat
at-Tawbah: 72] Allah Almighty says:
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{And those who maintain [the ties] which Allah
has ordered to be maintained, and fear their Lord,
and are afraid of a terrible reckoning,

* and those who observe patience, seeking the
pleasure of their Lord, establish prayer, and spend
from what We have provided for them, secretly and
in public, and repel evil with good - it is they who
will have the final abode

Gardens of Eternity, which they will enter
together with their righteous parents, their spouses
and their offspring. Angels will enter upon them
from every gate,

“Peace be on you, for what you have patiently
endured. How excellent is the final abode!”} [Surat
ar-Ra‘d: 21-24]

The disbeliever will know that he has lost
worldly life and the Hereafter. The wrongdoer will
be aware that Allah has counted his wrongdoing
and will exact retribution against him for those he
wronged. Allah will inflict upon him a punishment
that is equal to all his crimes and sins, an
everlasting punishment that is never alleviated or
altered. Allah Almighty says:
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{On the Day when the disbelievers are exposed
to the Fire, [they will be asked], “Is this not the
truth?” They will say, “Yes indeed, by our Lord.” He
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will say, “Then taste the punishment for your
dlsbellef } [Surat al- Ahqaf 34] Allah Almlghty says
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{Those who re]ect Our verses, We Wlll cast them
into the Fire. Whenever their skins are burnt
through, We will replace them with fresh skin so
that they may taste the punishment. Indeed, Allah
is All-Mighty, All-Wise.} [Surat an-Nisa": 56] Allah
Almlghty also says:
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{As for those who disbelieve, there will be the
Fire of Hell; neither will they be sentenced to death
so that they may die, nor will its punishment be
lightened for them. This is how We recompense
every disbeliever.

They will be screaming therein, “Our Lord, take
us out; we will do righteous deeds, unlike what we
used to do.” [They will be told], “Did We not give
you long enough lives to take heed for anyone who
wished to take heed? And the warner did come to
you. So taste! The wrongdoers will have no
helper.”} [Surat Fatir: 36-37]

As for the disbeliever who does good deeds in
this world, hoping for Allah's reward, thinking that
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it will benefit him on the Day of Judgment, Allah will
not waste his deeds and will reward him for them
in the worldly life. The Messenger of Allah (%) said:
Lol 8_AY) (8 Les (s smas il b Ly (any i Liaga ollay ¥ ) ()
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"Allah does not wrong a believer even a good deed;
he is given blessings for it in this world and will be
rewarded for it in the Hereafter. But the disbeliever
is given in the worldly life the reward for the good
deeds he has performed for the sake of Allah, and
when he comes to the Hereafter, he will have no
good deed for which he can be rewarded."

[s it justice that a believer and disbeliever, a
criminal and a doer of good be treated equally?
Allah Almighty says:
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{Should We then treat Muslims like the wicked?}
[Surat al-Qalam: 35] Allah Almighty says:
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{[Is he better] or the one who constantly
worships during the night, prostrating and
standing, fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the
mercy of his Lord? Say, “Are those who know equal
to those who do not know?” It is only the people of

! Tafsir At-Tabari (17/308).
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understanding who will take heed.} [Surat az-
Zumar: 9]

On the Day of Judgment, there will be two groups
of people, with no third group: believers and
disbelievers. The believers will end up in Paradise,
and the disbelievers will end up in Hell. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Thus We have revealed to you an Arabic
Qur’an, so that you may warn the Mother Town and
all those around it, and warn them of the Day of
Gathering, about which there is no doubt; one party
will be in Paradise and the other in the Blaze.}
[Surat ash-Shira: 7]

On the Day of Judgment, divine justice will be
manifested. Every wronged person will retaliate
from the wrongdoer, and every person will be
rewarded for what he did. At that time, all of
creation will attest to the justice and wisdom of the
Lord, as He rewards each person with what he
deserves.

Fifth Topic: Offers of Ransom and Disputes

on the Day of Judgment

When the truth is revealed on the Day of
Judgment, every soul will wish to save itself and
ransom itself with everything precious and
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valuable, even if it ransoms itself with the earth and
everything on it. Allah Almighty says:
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{If the wrongdoers were to possess all that is on
earth and the like of it, they would surely offer it to
ransom themselves from the terrible punishment
on the Day of Resurrection. There will appear to
them from Allah what they had never anticipated}
[Surat az-Zumar: 47] Allah Almighty says:
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{As for those who disbelieved, even if they were
to possess everything on earth and the like of it to
ransom themselves from the punishment of the Day
of Resurrection, it would not be accepted from
them, and for them there will be a painful
punishment.} [Surat al-Ma’idah: 36] Even worse,
the disbeliever will wish to ransom himself from
punishment with his offspring and clan. Allah
Almighty says:
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{The wicked will wish he could ransom himself
from the punishment of that Day by offering his
children,

and his wife and his brother,

and his kindred who stood by him,
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and everyone on earth, just to save himself.}
[Surat al-Ma‘arij: 11-14]

Just as ransom will not be of any benefit on the
Day of Judgment, arguing will not benefit the
disbeliever either. It will not soothe his heart from
those who turned him away from guidance, called
him to misguidance, and led him to punishment.
Allah Almighty informs us in the Noble Qur’an
about the arguments that will take place on the Day
of Judgment between the followers and those
whom they followed, but they will not benefit them
at all. Allah Almighty says:
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{On the Day when each soul will come pleading
for itself, and each soul will be paid in full for what
it did, and none will be wronged.} [Surat an-Nahl:
111] Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy upon him)
said:
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"He says {On the Day when each soul will come}.
It will argue for itself and present evidence for what
it has done in the worldly life, whether it be good or
evil, belief or disbelief. {And each soul will be paid
in full for what it did} in the worldly life, whether it
be obedience or disobedience

s (Ol Y aa )

276



{and none will be wronged} i.e. they will be
treated only according to what they deserve and as
due for them based on what they have presented of
good or evil. The doer of good will only be rewarded
with goodness, and the evildoer will only be
rewarded with what he has done in the past.":

Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, says:
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{Those who were arrogant will say to those who
were oppressed, “Was it we who prevented you
from guidance after it came to you? Rather, you
yourselves were wicked.”

*Those who were oppressed will say to those
who were arrogant, “Rather, [it was your]
conspiracy of night and day when you were
ordering us to disbelieve in Allah and to set up
rivals to Him.” They will hide their remorse when
they see the punishment, and We will put shackles
around the necks of those who disbelieved. Will
they be recompensed except for what they used to
do?} [Surat Saba’: 32-33] In these verses, the Lord,
Exalted is His Majesty, states that the arrogant will
abandon their weak followers and blame them.
Then, the weak will remind the arrogant that they

1 At-Tahrir wa At-Tanwir (27/342).
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subjected them to intense and continuous
deception until they turned them away from the
right path.

Allah Almlghty says:
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{And among people, there are some who take
others as equals to Allah: they love them as they
should love Allah. But those who believe are
stronger in their love for Allah. If only the
wrongdoers could see the punishment, they would
surely realize that all power belongs to Allah and
that Allah is severe in punishment.

[Consider] when those who were followed, they
will disown their followers when they see the
punishment, and all ties between them will be cut
off.

The followers will say, “If only we could have
another chance, so we could disown them as they
have disowned us.” Thus, Allah will show them
their deeds as sources of regret, and they will never
get out of the Fire.} [Surat al-Bagarah: 165-167] In
this argument, those who were followed disown
their followers, but they are cut off from each other,
and Allah gathers them all in the Fire; we seek
Allah's refuge from that.
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Allah Almighty says:
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{And [beware of] the Day when He will call out
to them and say, “Where are those whom you
claimed to be My partners?”

Those against whom the word will be fulfilled
will say, “Our Lord, these are the ones whom we led
astray; we led them astray as we ourselves went
astray. We disassociate ourselves [from them]
before You; it was not us that they used to worship.”

Then they will be told, “Call upon your [so-
called] partners [for help].” They will call upon
them but will receive no response. They will see the
punishment, wishing that they had followed
guidance.

On the Day when He will call out to them, saying,
“What response did you give to the messengers?”

They will be dumbstruck on that Day, not even
able to ask one another.} [Surat al-Qasas: 62-66] In
this argument, those who were followed
disassociate themselves from their followers and
say, "Indeed, we were not worshiped by you." Then,
it will be said to the worshipers, "Call upon those
whom you used to follow in the worldly life." The
disappointing outcome is that they will not respond
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to them. Regardless of the outcome of this
argument, Hellfire will be the ultimate destination
for all of them; we seek refuge with Allah from that.

After the people of Hellfire have ultimately
entered it, Satan will address them, evoking their
feelings of regret and disassociating himself from
them. He will assert that he had no authority over
them and that he only invited them, and they
responded to him. He will ask them not to blame
him but blame themselves, as he will not be able to
save them just as he cannot save himself. Allah
informs of this as He says:
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{Satan will say when the matter is finally
decided, “Allah gave you a true promise; I also gave
you a promise, but I betrayed you. I had no
authority over you except that I called you, and you
responded. So do not blame me, but blame
yourselves. [ cannot rescue you, nor can you rescue
me. I deny your previous association of me with
Allah. Indeed, for the wrongdoers, there will be a
painful punishment.”} [Surat Ibrahim: 22]

The arguments on the Day of Judgment are
numerous, and their subjects and related matters
are incredibly numerous. Allah has informed us
about many of them in the Noble Qur’an, and what
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we have mentioned is sufficient to give an overview
of some of them.

Sixth Topic: Proofs of Resurrection,
Reckoning and Recompense

It is a tremendous matter and an unparalleled
event that surpasses anything the universe has ever
witnessed in terms of its horrors and dread. The
Lord has provided abundant legal and rational
proofs to affirm it, sufficient to convince any fair-
minded and truth-seeking person. These rational
proofs and evidences that Allah Almighty
mentioned in His Noble Book, the Qur’an, bring
reassurance to the soul and compel the mind to
accept them because they are truthful rational
proofs that cannot be refuted, and one cannot reject
the conclusions they lead to. These proofs are
plentiful, and we will mention some of them briefly
as this book is a concise summary that is not
suitable for elaboration and thorough investigation.
Among these proofs are the following:

First Proof: Allah Almighty, Who created
mankind from dust then breathed life into him, is
not incapable of bringing him back to life after his
death and transformation into dust. Just as He
created him initially, the Lord is fully capable of
recreating him once again. Allah Almighty says:
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{He produces arguments against Us while
forgetting his own creation. He says, “Who can give
life to the bones after they have crumbled to dust?”

* Say, “The One Who created them in the first
place will give life to them, for He has full
knowledge of every created being;} [Surat Ya-Sin:
78-79]

Second Proof: The Lord Who created man from a
drop of semen, gave him these organs, and
fashioned him in the best stature can bring him
back after he has died because the second creation
is easier than the first creation, and all is easy for
Allah Almighty Who says:
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{It is He Who originates the creation and then
repeats it, which is easier for Him.} [Surat ar-Rim:
27] Allah Almighty also says:
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{He created man from a sperm-drop, and then
he becomes a clear adversary} [Surat an-Nahl: 4]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{Have you thought about the semen that you
emit?

[s it you who create it, or is it We Who are the
Creators?
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We have ordained death among you, and
nothing can overcome us

from transforming you and recreating you in
forms that you do not know

You are well aware of the first creation; why do
you not then take heed?} [Surat al-Wagqi‘ah: 58-62]
Every married person whom Allah Almighty has
blessed with a child understands this clear proof.
Who is it that transfers the fetus inside the mother's
womb from stage to stage, from a drop of semen to
a clot to a piece of flesh to a complete and healthy
creation? Are the spouses capable of doing that?
Hence, the One Who created man from a drop of
semen is able to recreate him again. So, Exalted is
Allah above what they describe.

Third Proof: The Lord Who created the heavens
and earth and all the universes and planets is able
to resurrect man, revive him, and raise him;
because his creation is easier than the creation of
these massive creatures. Actually, the One Who is
capable of the grand and mighty is not incapable of
the small and insignificant. Allah Almighty says:
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{Do they not see that Allah, Who created the
heavens and earth and was not wearied by creating
them, is able to bring the dead to life? Yes indeed!

283



He is the Most Capable of all things.} [Surat al-
Ahqaf: 33]

Fourth Proof: The earth becomes lifeless, devoid
of trees and vegetation, and then water is sent
down upon it, causing it to become lush and full of
life. Who is it that brings it to life and makes it a
delightful sight for those who behold it? Indeed, the
One Who brings it to life is capable of resurrecting
mankind after their death Allah Almighty says-
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{And among His signs is that you see the land
withered, but when We send down rain upon it, it
stirs and swells. He Who gives it life will surely give
life to the dead, for He is Most Capable of all things.}
[Surat Fussilat: 39] Allah Almighty also says:
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{O people, if you are in doubt concerning the
Resurrection, then We surely created you from
dust, then from a drop of sperm, then from a clot,
then from a lump of flesh - formed or unformed -
so that We may make it clear to you [Our power].
We settle in the wombs whatever We will for an
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appointed term. Then We bring you out as infants,
then [We nurture you] so that you may reach your
maturity. Then, some of you die, while others are
left to reach decrepit old age so that they may know
nothing after having knowledge. You see the land
lifeless, then as soon as We send down rain on it, it
stirs and swells to life and brings forth every type
of pleasant plant.

Thatis because Allah is the Truth; He alone gives
life to the dead, and He is the Most Capable of all
things.

The Hour is certainly coming; there is no doubt
about it, and Allah will surely resurrect those in the
graves.} [Surat al-Hajj: 5-7] These verses contain
many proofs of the resurrection. The transfer of
semen from stage to stage until it becomes a
complete human being, and the revival of the earth
after its death, are all proofs of the resurrection and
revival.

Fifth Proof: The farmer purchases seeds and
then places them in the soil, watering them and
patiently awaiting their growth and fruition. Who is
it that preserves the seeds from rotting, even
though they are buried in the soil and exposed to
water? Who is it that causes grains, fruits, and food
for humans and animals to emerge from these
seeds? It is indeed Allah, the One Who gives life to
the dead. Allah Almighty says:
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{Have you thought about what you sow?

[s it you who causes it to grow, or is it We Who
makes it grow?

If We willed, We could reduce your harvest to
rubble, leaving you to wonder and lament,} [Surat
al-Waqi‘ah: 63-65] Is it the farmer who sows the
seed and produces the grain, or is it the Glorified
and Exalted Lord Who brings it forth and makes it
bear fruit and sustenance? This is a clear proof of
resurrection that recurs in every village and farm.
In fact, people are constantly reliant on what they
cultivate and sow for their sustenance. So, how can
a person engage in agriculture as something
familiar and yet deny the resurrection, which is
essentially the same concept?

Sixth  Proof: Allah Almighty challenged
humankind and exposed their inability. They
claimed that Allah Almighty does not resurrect
those who die, nor does He hold them accountable
after their death. So, Allah Almighty presented to
them something they can witness, which is death
and the departure of the soul from the living being.
Allah Almighty says:
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{Then why [are you helpless] when the soul
reaches the throat,

while you are looking on,

when We are closer to him than you, but you do
not see?

If you are not subject to retribution,

then why do you notbring that [soul] back, if you
are truthful?} [Surat al-Wagi‘ah: 83-87] So, the
Lord, Exalted in His Majesty, exposes their failure
and records their incapacity. He says to them: If you
truly claim that you will not be resurrected, then
prevent the soul from leaving the body and return
it to its state before reaching the throat!

If a person claims that he will not be resurrected
and not held accountable, then let him protect
himself from death and restore his soul when it
reaches the throat. If it is established that he is
unable to do so, it indicates that he will be held
accountable for his actions.

At-Tahir ibn ‘Ashir (may Allah have mercy upon
him) said: “Their inability to bring back the soul
upon its departure from the body alerts them to the
fact that this separation is predestined in the
system of creation and that there is wisdom behind
it. Indeed, Allah has informed you that He will
recompense people for their deeds, and thus, He
will revive them after their death to recompense
them. He has shown you this by forcefully
extracting their souls from them. If what you claim
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were true, that you will not be recompensed after
death, then the souls would remain in their bodies,
for there would be no benefit in extracting them
after depositing them unless there was wisdom in
transferring them to another life to be
recompensed according to their deeds in the first
life.”s

Shaykh As-Se‘di said in his Tafsir:
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{Then why [are you helpless] when the soul
reaches the throat,

while you are looking on,

when We are closer to him than you, but you do
not see?} means: So why, when the soul reaches the
throat, and you observe the dying person in this
state, and indeed, We are closer to him than you, by
our knowledge and angels, but you do not perceive.
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{If you are not subject to retribution, then why
do you not}

Meaning: So, if you claim that you will not be
resurrected, not held accountable, and not subject
to recompense,

why do you not return the soul to its body

(Ofilia )

1 Taysir Al-Karim Ar-Rahman (p.836).
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{if you are truthful?} and you acknowledge that
you are incapable of returning it to its place. So, at
that moment, you should either acknowledge that
Muhammad (%) has brought you the truth or
persist in your obstinacy and know your state and
your wretched outcome.”

Chapter Ten: Fruits of Believing in Allah,

Submitting to Him, and Embracing the
Religion of Islam

The fruits that a person reaps when he believes
in Allah Almighty, submits to his Creator, follows
the path of the prophets and messengers (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon them), and
enters the religion of Allah, which is Islam, are
numerous. Here, I will mention some of them:

First: The greatest truth is the belief in Allah as
the Lord, the Creator, and the One worthy of
worship. The noblest knowledge is the knowledge
about Allah, the Bestower of life, knowledge, and
favor. So, whoever believes in Allah and follows the
path of the messengers (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon them) and enters the religion of
Allah that He has chosen for himself has achieved
success and attained knowledge of the greatest
reality in existence. He proceeds on the best path
and follows the best way that leads to Allah
Almighty and eternal happiness. On the other hand,
whoever loses that, lives in ignorance, unaware of
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the greatest knowledge and honor that the minds
have ever enjoyed, and the purest belief that the
hearts have ever embraced and found tranquility
in. He also misses out on knowledge, faith, and the
correct methodology, turning into a heedless,
ignorant, hesitant, and lost person who does not
know why he has been created, who created him,
where he is proceeding, and whether life has a
meaning or goal to strive for, which the successful
ones reach or not?

Second: Belief in Allah Almighty encompasses
belief in His books, the noblest of which is the
Qur’an. It remained intact until this day and will
remain until the Day of Judgment, preserved in the
language in which Allah Almighty revealed it. So,
whoever believes in Allah, believes in His books and
messengers, and recites the noble Qur'an has
achieved a great triumph. People compete to
possess any ancient book if it still exists in its
original copy, boasting about it, even if it is not
within their expertise. So, how can the souls of the
wise not aspire to explore and believe in a well-
preserved divine book?

Third: Belief in Allah encompasses belief in His
messengers (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon them), the noblest and best of them, rather,
their chief and master being the Messenger of Allah,
Muhammad (%). By Allah, the greatest attainments
and gains are to know this great Messenger, believe
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in him, follow him, and recognize his status. The
greatest loss is for a person to depart from this
world without knowing the path of the messengers,
not following their methodology, nor emulating
them.

Fourth: Belief in Allah Almighty encompasses
belief in the methodology He legislated and the
religion He revealed, which is the greatest religion
and the most complete methodology and
legislation. Whoever believes in it has indeed
succeeded and triumphed. It is sufficient for a
person to walk on this earth while believing in his
Lord, adhering to the religion of Allah, being
pleased with his Lord, and having his Lord pleased
with him. But whoever is deprived of belief in Allah,
His religion, and His legislation will undoubtedly
incur the wrath and anger of Allah Almighty.

Fifth: Belief in Allah grants man a good life. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Whoever does righteous deeds, male or female,
while being a believer, We will surely grant him a
good life, and We will surely reward them
according to the best of their deeds} [Surat an-Nahl:
97] His affairs will be facilitated and made easy.
Allah Almighty says:

{ooullsstid x Al Bhag* JH5 il e ali)
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{As for the one who gives in charity and fears
Allah,

and truly believes in the best reward,

We will make easy for him the way of salvation.}
[Surat al-Layl: 5-7] He frees himself from confusion,
worry, and doubt because he lives with great
certainty about everything surrounding him, what
awaits him after death, and what he will encounter
on the Day of Judgment. These gains and rewards
cannot be attained or acquired except by those who
believe in Allah, the Most Great.

Sixth: The worldly life is not the ultimate end,
and the transient demise in it is not eternal demise.
Rather, there is resurrection, gathering,
accountability, and recompense. We have
previously mentioned that people will be divided
into two groups on the Day of Judgment: one in
Paradise and the other in the Blaze. Allah Almighty
says:
Y@Q\eyjmjl.@};wj&)sﬂe\Jmujch\)ad.\l\mj\dlﬁj}
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{Thus We have revealed to you an Arabic
Qur’an, so that you may warn the Mother Town and
all those around it, and warn them of the Day of
Gathering, about which there is no doubt; one party
will be in Paradise and the other in the Blaze.}
[Surat ash-Shiira: 7] So whoever believes and does
righteous deeds will be among the people of eternal
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bliss, and whoever disbelieves, shows obstinacy,
and arrogantly rejects to believe in his Lord will be
among the people of punishment and blaze. It
behooves the wise person not to abandon whatever
benefits and interests have appeared to him, and he
should relinquish what has been proven to be
invalid, corrupt, and have negative consequences.

To conclude this book, we must remember that
people, in their different eras, nations, and
countriesor even the entire human society, are
diverse in their thoughts and objectives, varied in
their environments and actions, and are in dire
need of guidance, a system that unites them, and a
ruler who protects them. The noble messengers
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon them)
used to undertake this task by divine inspiration
from Allah. They guided people to the path of
goodness and righteousness, brought them
together under the law of Allah Almighty, and
judged among them with justice. Thus, their affairs
were rectified based on their response to these
messengers and the proximity of their time to the
divine revelations. Allah Almighty sealed the divine
messages with the message of Muhammad (%) and
decreed its preservation, making it guidance,
mercy, and light, ushering people to the path that
leads to Him, Exalted be He.

Therefore, [ invite you, O human, to rise for Allah
with sincere devotion, free from imitation and
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customary practices. You should know that you will
return to your Lord after your death. Reflect upon
yourself and the horizons around you. Embrace
Islam, and you will find happiness in this world and
the Hereafter. I invite you with the call of Allah to
you and others, as He, the Glorified and Exalted,
says

(;S.\;L@La\JJSs.u(udJ\)ﬂj‘;uAm\}A)mu\ah\yes.kc\bu\ds}
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{Say [O Prophet], “I only advise you to do one
thing: stand up for Allah, in pairs and individually,
then reflect. There is no madness in your
companion; he is but a warner to you ahead of a
severe punishment.”} [Surat Saba’: 46] I invite you
to stay with your own self, and then contemplate
your situation and the truth that has come to you. If
itis good, then submit to Islam and find happiness.

If you want to enter Islam, all you have to do is
bear witness that there is no god but Allah and that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. You should
disassociate yourself from everything worshiped
besides Allah and believe that Allah resurrects
those in the graves and that the reckoning and
recompense are true. Once you bear this testimony,
you become a Muslim. After that, you should
worship Allah according to what He has ordained,
such as performing prayers, giving Zakah,
observing fast, and performing Hajj, if you have the
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ability. You should also learn from the Islamic
legislation what Allah has obligated upon you.
Conclusion

Praise be to Allah, by Whose favor righteous
deeds are accomplished. We bear witness that
there is no god worthy of worship but Allah alone,
with no partner in His lordship, names, attributes,
and divinity. We bear witness that Muhammad is
His slave and Messenger who fulfilled the trust,
advised the Ummah, and conveyed the message.

After reaching the end of this concise book, we
remember that this summary includes the evidence
proving Allah's lordship, clarification of His names,
attributes, and divinity, refutation of polytheism,
and the affirmation that the Majestic Lord is High
Exalted above having partners. We also mentioned
the common features among false religions and
presented several questions posed by the Qur’an to
the disbelievers, which serve as a compelling
argument leading man either to accept the truth
and believe in it or to reject it out of stubbornness
and arrogance. We presented great challenges
mentioned in the Noble Qur'an that Allah
challenged the disbelievers with, and they cannot
overcome these challenges except by ending up
believing in the Great Lord.

We also mentioned how creation began, how
Allah Almighty created humans, Jinn, and angels,
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and spoke about the divine books, as well as the
prophets and messengers (may Allah's peace and
blessings be wupon them). We talked about
predestination and the fruits of belief in it.

We concluded the book by speaking about the
Last Day, i.e. the Day of Judgment, its horrors, bliss,
and punishments, and presented intellectual and
Shariah proofs for the resurrection and gathering.

Then, we concluded this book with the fruits that
a person obtains due to his belief in Allah, the Most
Great. We ask Allah Almighty to make this book
sincerely dedicated to His noble Countenance,
following the Sunnah of the Master of Messengers,
beneficial for the slaves of Allah, and guiding them
to His religion and straight path.

We ask Allah to guide those who have gone
astray from the straight path and guide them back
to guidance and correctness, to protect them from
the evil of themselves and the accursed Satan, and
to keep firm those whom Allah has granted success
and guidance. He should praise Allah for this great
blessing, which is the blessing of guidance, and
exert efforts to maintain it, as it is one of the
greatest blessings.

We ask Allah to make our deeds sincere for His
noble Countenance, following His legislation, and to
forgive us and our parents.
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Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and
may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon the
one sent as a mercy to the worlds
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